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Lot gi<yi thieu 



Trong cac ky thi tieng Anh, thi sinh thuang phai vi£t mot hay nhiSu bai luan 
de cianh gia kha nang sir dung ngon ngu. Day la mot phan thi thuang gay 
kho khan cho thi sinh vi khong chi danh gia trinh do thong thao ngon ngu 
ma con kiem tra kien thuc va kha nang suy luan, dien giai van de" cua thi 
sinh ve mot chu de nao do. 

Nguai hoc chi co the viet thuan thuc mot bai luan hay mot la thu tieng 
Anh khi da trai qua mot qua trinh luy^n tap lau dai vai nhung tai lieu huong 
din cu thi, khoa hoc. Quyen sach " 136 Best Model Essays - Cac Bai 
Luan Mau Hay Nhat nay, vai cac bai luan thuc te" trong nhieu tinh hudng 
sinh dong khac nhau, se cung cap cho nguai hoc khong chi cac bai mau ma 
con trinh bay nhung each thuc va bf quySt de" v\k mot bai luan hoac mot la 
thu theo mot chu de cu the, nho do giiip hoc vien co thi ap dung, dieu chinh 
va viet tieng Anh mpt each tir tin nan. 

Cac de tai viet trong sach de cap d6n nhieu ITnh vuc khac nhau cua cuoc 
song nhu thuang mai, chinh tri, xa hoi, khoa hoc, ngon ngu, nghe thuat, hoc 
tap, vui choi giai tri... 

De giup nguai hoc tu ren luy?n cho minh mot thoi quen va phong each 
viet, chung toi chi dich song ngu mot s6 bai tieu bidu d6 giai thieu. Cac bai 
sau, chung toi chi torn luge dan bai va chu giai tu kho dd hoc vien tir luyen 
tap, 

Trong lan cap nhat nay, chung t6i cung cSp them mot s6 thong tin ca ban 
ve" bai thi yift cua hai ky thi tie)ng Anh quan trong hien nay la TOEFL va 
IELTS. Dong thai de gi up nguai hoc lam quen vai hai dang bai thi nay, 
chung toi c6 dua vao mot s6 bai luan mau va de bai dt§ hoc vien tham khao 
them. 

^ Chung toi tin tuang rang cuon sach nay se la mot tai lieu tra cuu huu ich 
va can thi6t cho cac ban hoc sinh, sinh vien va nhung nguai dang lam viec 
trong cac ITnh vuc lien quan din tieng Anh. 

BAN BIEN DICH FIRST NEWS 
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PHUONG PHAP Vl£T BAI LUAN 

■ 



1. Tarn quan trong cua bai luan viet 

Bai luan viet la hinh thuc hieu qua nhit trong s6 cac dang bin tap lam van 
nham danh gia su* tien bo cua hoc vien vi trinh do tieng Anh. Be" vih mot 
bai luan hay, ngucri viet phai rjieu ro chu d£ cung nhu b\k cdch sip xSp 
va trinh bay cac su kien theo mot trinh tu logic. Han nua phai diln dat 
quan diem, tinh cam, y tuong, nhan thuc ro rang, mach lac v& hip dan 
ben canh van phong truyen cam. Tk ca d6i hoi ki£n thuc tu vung vung 
chac, trf tuong tuong phong phu va cdch dien dat ro rang, linh hoat. Vi 
the viec tharn khao nghiem tuc nhung cu6n sdch chon loc la rh chn thilt, 
vi nhung kien thuc hoc hoi khai thac duoc tu nhung tac phtm hay deu 
gop ph§n phat trien kha nang bien luan, tu duy va vi€t lach a mot muc do 
naodo. 

Kha nang viet luan khong chi quan trong trong thi cur ma con Hen 
quan den nhieu van de ca nh8n. Phai thua nhan ring chung ta dang sdng 
trong mot the gioi ma thong tin van ban, vf du nhu thu tu, dong vai tro 
r2t quan trong. Ngay nay, moi mot ngucri dan co trinh do v5n h6a deu 
phai biet viet. Kha nang doc viSt that sir quan trong trong cuoc s6ng hien 
dai. Su nghiep co thanh cong hay khong con tuy thuQc vao kha nang 
truyen dat trong khi noi va yilt. Vi vay moi hoc vien n€n hay thuang 
xuyen thuc hanh viSt luan vh nhieu chu d6 khac nhau d£ phat trien kha 
nang viet van troi chay va linh hoat. 

2. Nhung chu y khi lam vdn 

Mpt trong nhung diem mku ch6t d6 vi6t luan t6t la y tuong chung ve" mot 
Ah tM cy thL Neu ngucri vi6t khong co nhung y tuong gia tri, bai luan 
chic chin se ngheo nan. Hon nua, neu duoc mieii ta, dien dat kheo leo 
thi cac su viec binh thuang cung se tra nen thu vj. Tuy nhien, dieu quan 
trong nhit la cau v^n phai ro rang, khong qua hoa my. 

Sir diln dat ro rang phu thupc vao.su mach lac cua y tuong. Th6ng 
thuang, chi khi da trai nghiem qua mot dieu gi do r6i thi ngucri ta mcVi c6 
y tuong chinh x£c vg no. Vi vay trong bai tha, hoc sinh nen chon de" tai 
minh yeu thich va blk ro hoac mot de tiki kheu ggi tu duy hay vi6t v6 
kinh nghiem cA nhan. 
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Trong gia hoc va trong cac ky thi, cac de" tai dugc dua ra de kiem tra 
kien thuc ciia nguai viet. Tuy nhien nhu vay khong c6 nghTa la h<?c vien 
chi can biet ro de tai minh chpn la du. Quan trpng han, nguai viet phai 
diln dat sy vi$c bkng ngon ngu dan gian, hap dan, co hieu lire. VI vay 
nen chgn cho minh mot 6k tai phu hap, va neu co the, nen viet ve kinh 
nghiem rieng trong cuoc song. 

Ngoai ra, nhu*ng luu y khdc ve bai luan viet cung dirge ban den trong 
nhung phan tiep theo d&y. 

3. Cac dang bai luan viet 

Tuy theo muc dich, bai luan viet tam thai dirge chia thanh nhung dang 
sau: 

(A) The NARRATIVE ESSAY - van tuang thuat v6 mpt cau chuyen 
ngan. 

(B) The DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY - van mieu ta, trong do nguai vih 
sap xep su* kien theo trinh tu logic, mieu ta nguai hojc nai chon. 

(C) The ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY - van tranh luan, trinh bay cho 
nguai doc y kien cua tac gia ve mot van de tranh cai. Vf du: ky 
luat a nha truang. 

(D) The REFLECTIVE ESSAY - van tu luan, th€ hien suy nghT ciia 
tac gia v£ mot d£ tai. Vi du: ma uac cua toi khi truang thanh. 

(E) The EXPOSITORY hay FACTUAL ESSAY - van binh giang, 
giai thich ve mpt van de cu the, chang han: each thuc hoat dong 
cua may dien thoai 

(F) The GENERAL ESSAY - lu$n van t6ng hgp trinh hay chung 
chung v£ mot d^ tai: may bay, tien bac v.v... 

(G) The STRUCTURAL ESSAY - luan van k6t cau, a day nguai viet 
duac yeu cau viet theo nhung chu diem cu the. 

Tuy nhien, khong nen bo hep vao sir phan loai tren. Mot de tai co the 
dugc vi6t duai nhi6u th^ loai. Chang han de tai "Lam vuan" co the duac 
vi^t theo 16i midu ta hay tdng hgp, nhung can thiet phai phan loai de tai 
truac chu khong phai sau khi viet luan. 
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4. Cach thu thap tai lieu cho bai luan 

The loai cua bai luan phai dugc xac dinh truac khi bat dau viet bai. Mot 
khi da ph&c hoa dan y cua bai luan, nguai viet dl dang xay dung cau true 
cua phan than bai, phan chinh cua bai van truy^n dat thong tin cua 
nguai viet cho nguai doc. 

Neu co it thong tin ve de tai mot bai binh giang chang han, nguai viet 
nen nghien cuu them. Hay den thu vien de doc sach tham khao, tu dien 
bach khoa toan thu, bao chf va nhung nguon van chuong thfch hap khac 
rat huu dung. Khi doc can torn tat cac sir kien chu khong nen sao chep 
trong sach. Tuy nhien doi khi mot hoac hai cum tir cung giup fch rat 
nhieu cho viec trau doi tu vung va phong each viet. Du vay, that may 
man la trong cac ky thi a truang, cac de bai luan thuong don gian va cac 
su kien de tim. Muc do yeu cau tir duy va tri tuang tuang cung khong 
cao lam. 

'Nhung doi khi cam hung va nguon tai lieu that d6i dao den noi nguai 
viet khong biet nen chon cai gi va bo cai gi. Vi vay chi can chon tu 
nguon tai lieu nhung gi can thiet cho de tai sau khi suy xet ky cang. Cac 
thong tin lira chon phai 1& nhung thong tin thu vi v& huu fch nhat. 

Ngoai ra, tai lieu de viet van cung co the lay tu sach, bao, tap chf dinh 
ky V& cac loai tap chf khac. Cac chuang trinh phat thanh, truyen hinh, 
phim anh cung gop phan lam phong phu kien thuc cua hoc sinh neu biet 
each su dung. 

Cuoi cung, phai thua nhan rang tri nha la sue manh. Bo nao co the luu 
giu mot luang Ian thong tin va kien thuc neu hoc vien chiu kho suy nghi 
trong khi thu thap tu lieu de viet de tai. Ban bac va thao luan vai ban be 
cung kfch thfch tri nha va vi vay thuang cung cap nguon y tuang va kien 
thuc phong phu cho bai luan. 

5. Cach lap dan y mot bai luan 

Sau khi thu thap tai lieu, buac tiep theo la lap dan y. Di6u nay doi hoi 
, cong viec va suy nghT can than, bai vi sir thanh cong ciia bai luan phu 
thuoc phan lan vao dan y. 

Truac tien, nguai viet phai ghi chu ngay nhung su* kien va y tuang 
vua nay ra trong dau 6c minh. Sau do phai sap xep va phan nhom cac su 
kien. Nguai viet phai xem xet ky cac su kien va y roi viet tieu dh de phan 
chia de t&i. Cdc tieu de se dai dien cho tung doan cua hai luan van. 
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Sau moi tieu d£, nguai \ik phai sip xep sir ki?n va y tuong theo trat 
tir mieu ta. 

Do la cong vi?c chuan bi dan y sa lugc\ Dan y nay can dugc xem lai 
va sua chua. Nhung su* kien va y tuang khong can th\k, sau khi xem \6t 
can luge bo. Nhung sir ki?n va chi tiet moi chat nay ra trong suy nghT 
ciia nguai vieH ckn dugc dua vao cho chinh xac trong bai van. Can 
chuyen nhirng sir kien duac phan nhom sai v6 dung vi trf cua no. 

6. Nhfrng net quan trpng cua dan bai 

Nhtrng net dac tnrng cua dan bai va bai van duac v\h tu dan bai la ma 
bai va ket luan. 

Thong thuang nen ma bai mgt c&ch ty nhien. Ma bai nen cung cap 
thong tin can thiet dk hitBu phan than bai. Vi vay a phin ma bai nen dua 
vao ten cac nhan vat, canh tugng hay tinh hu6ng cua bai van. Tom lai 
phan ma bai chi la mot doan ngin cua dan y. 

Phan ket luan cua bai van n6n gay an tugng cho nguai doc neu co thk. 
Mot bai luan hay c6 thi bi lam hong hoi mot kk luan ngheo nan. Han 
nira chinh phin k&t luin de 1 lai nhung in tugng cu6i cung quySt dinh 
diem cua bai van. Vi v§y phin k6t luan nen bao gom mot cau hay doan 
van ngin t6m tit toan bg van d£ bai luan. Phan nay can xuit hien trong 
dan y duoi hinh thuc mgt doan van ngan. 

Cuoi cung, can chu y den su can doi cua dan y cung nhu cua bai luan. 
Trong tarn chu y la a nhung van de quan trong, chiem phan lan bai luSn. 
Nhirng van dh kem quan trong han dugc viet ngan hon va phan nao ft 
quan trong nhat dugc viet ngin nhat. 

Sau day la vf du cua mot dan bai vai chu de "Gia tri cua du Hen". 

Gia trj cua du ljch. 

Doan 1: Ma bai: So sanh khat vong du Itch cua con nguai vai nhu cau dugc 
bay cua chim. 

Doan 2: So sanh su di lai truac day va hien nay: 

Truac day (i) khong co duong sa; (ii) khong co phuang tien. Vi vay 
di lai rat kho khan, hoat dong con nguai bi han che. 

Hien pay: (i) rat nhieu duong sa, (ii) rat nhieu phuang tien giao 
thong. Vi vay hoat dong cua con nguai khong bi han che nua, cho 
thiy nhu cau manh ma v£ di lai. 
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Doan 3: Du lich cung cip cho con nguoi nhung ca hoi nhu: mo rpng kien 
thuc - gap go nhieu nguai a nhieu vung, mien khac nhau - hieu bik 
nhung phong tuc van hoa nirac ngoai - tham vieng nhung danh lam 
thang canh - mo rong dim nhin - hoc ngoai ngu. 

Doan 4: Ich lgi ciia du lich 

Viec tiep xuc vai nguai nuac ngoai giup chung ta: 

(i) h\%u nhung suy nghi thai do cua ho. 

(ii) bidt v8 loi song nifim tin cua ho 

(iii) hoc hoi kinh nghiem tir sir thlt bai va thanh cong ciia ho 

(iv) thiSt lap quan he ban be 

(v) diy lui moi nghi ngo 

(vi) hop tdc va trao d6i y kian, ki^n thuc, quan diem voi nhau 
Doan 5: Kk luar 

Khat vong phi^u luu v^ hoc hoi cua con nguoi & vo tan. Con nguai 
se luon luon thich du lich. 

THE ESSAY: 

When man first looked at the bird flying in the sky and wandering away 
into the unknown regions of the earth, he at once felt the urge to travel 
and visit the lands beyond his immediate confines. This urge to travel is 
still so strong that people everywhere are always going to other lands to 
satisfy the urge. 

That travel improves the mind and adds to a person's knowledge 
cannot be denied. When a person travels he visits people of all races and 
places. He meets people whose customs and habits are not the same as 
his. He passes through areas of different climates and regions where even 
the plants and animals are different from those found in his own country. 
As he sees all these things he begins to realise how different the people 
and places are in different parts of the world. He also begins to learn that 
the struggles and occupations of the people in all parts of the earth are 
not the same. The work of the people of a country is influenced by 
geographical factors and religious beliefs. 

The traveller also learns that though the people of the world do not 
follow the same customs and do the same kind of work everywhere, yet 
their feelings, hopes and desires are the same everywhere. A man in the 
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North Pole has the same feelings of love, sympathy and desperation as 
another in another distant part of the earth. They both laugh at and fight 
and struggle for the same thing such as food, love and security for their 
families and themselves. They also have the same hopes and desires. 
Knowledge of all these things improves the mind of the traveller to a 
great extent. He ceases to suspect strangers and becomes more friendly 
with people who are not of the same race, religion and customs as he is. 

Finally, travel helps one to know about the geographical differences 
of the various countries of the world. One sees with one's own eyes and 
remembers things which are not written about in any book. Such 
knowledge broadens one's mind and makes one a better and more 
reasonable person. The value of travel is therefore not difficult to realise. 

BAI LUAN 

Khi \kn dkn tien nhin ve" nhung canh chim tung bay tren bku trai ya luat 
xa din v£ nhung vung dit crura tung dugc biet den tren trai dat, con 
nguai ngay l§p tuc cam th§y sir thoi thuc phai ra di va vieng tham nhung 
vung dit ben kia ranh giai quen thupc cua minh. Sir thoi thuc ay gia day 
vln con manh me din noi a dau va luc nao cung co nhung nguai dang du 
ljch din nhung xu so khac de thoa man sir thuc giuc nay. 

Knong the" phu nhan ring chinh du ljch da ma mang tri 6c va kien 
thuc con nguai. Khi du ljch ta co thi tham vi6ng nguai dan thuoc moi 
chung toe va xu sa. Ta co the gap go nhirng nguai co phong tuc va thoi 
quen khong giong minh. Ta co the di qua nhung vung dat co khi hau 
khac nhau va nhung nai ma ca cay coi va thu vat cung khac vai a nuac 
minh. Khi chung kien nhung dieu nay, ta bk diu nhan ra sir khac biet 
giua con n^uai va canh vat a nhung phan khac nhau cua the giai. Ta 
cung bit dau hiku ring nhirng cuoc dau tranh va chiem huu ciia con 
nguai tren trai dit khong nhu nhau. Cong viec ciia nguai dan a mot quoc 
gia bj anh huong bai cac yeu to dia ly va tin nguang. 

Nguai hay du lich cung hieu dugc rang cho du cac dan toe tren the 
giai khong co cung phong tuc tap quan va cung khong lam cac cong viec 
giong nhau, nhung nhung tlnh cam, hy vong va ma uac cua ho thi a dau 
cung vay. Mot nguai a song a Bac cue cung co cam giac yeu thuong, 
cam thong va tuyet vong nhu bit ky ai khac song tai mot vung dat khac 
tren trai dat. Ca hai cung cuai, cung tranh dau va vat Ion vi nhung ly do 
nhu nhau nhu thuc pham, tinh yeu thuang va sir an toan cho gia dinh va 
ban than. Ca nhung uac ma va khat vong cua hp cung giong nhau. 
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Kien thuc ve nhung dieu nay giup ma mang tri tue ciia nha du lich rat 
nhieu. Ta se khong con nghi nga nhung nguai la nua, va tra nen than 
thien han vai nhung nguai khong cung chung toe, ton giao va phong tuc 
cua minh. 

Cu6i cung, du lich giup ta hieu bict ve nhung khac biet dia ly giua cac 
quoc gia khac nhau tren the giai. Ta dugc nhin tan mat va ghi nha nhung 
. dieu ma khong mot quyen sach nao da tung ghi chep. Nhung kien thuc 
nhu th6 ma rong trf 6c va lam cho nguai ta tot horn, de chiu han. Gia tri 
cua du lich vi the rat de nhan thay. 

7. Mot diem quan trong cua bai luan 

Mot dac diem quan trong trong bai luan la "sir chuyen tiep", hay thu 
thuat chuy6n y tir mot doan sang doan tiep theo. Nguai viet khong nen 
nhay tu y nay sang y khac ma khong chi ra su lien he cua doan sau vai 
doan tiorac. Phan cuoi cua mot doan la chuan bi cho doan ke tiep. Doi khi 
can viet mot cau a cuoi doan chi clan thuan de cho thay sir lien he vai 
nhung gi tiep sau ma khong phai cung cap them thong tin. 

Trong mot bai luan, can phai chu trong den nhung diem sau: 

(i) Ngu phap 

(ii) Trat tu chfnh xac cua tu 

(iii) Dau cham 

(iv) Bien doi dp dai va hinh thuc cau van 

(v) Sir trong sang 

Nen trdnh nhung dieu sau: 

(i) Tul6ng 

(ii) Tu vidt t^t, ngoai tru nhung tu duac chap nhan nhu 'Mr" 

(iii) Su dung thuang xuyen tu "t6i" 

(iv) Ngon ngu gia tao 

Cuoi cung, sau khi da viet xong bai luan nen doc lai can than. Can sua 
doi va bo sung nhung cho can thiet. 
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1, LIFE IN THE CITY 

Life in the city is full of activity. Early in the morning hundreds of 
people rush out of their homes in the manner ants do when their nest is 
broken. Soon the streets are full of traffic. Shops and offices open, 
students flock 1 to their schools and the day's work begins. The city now 
throb 2 with activity, and it is full of noise. Hundreds of sightseers 3 , 
tourists and others visit many places of interest in the city while 
businessmen from various parts of the world arrive to transact business 4 . 

Then towards evening, the offices and day schools begin to close. 
Many of the shops too close. There is now a rush for buses and other 
means of transport 5 . Everyone seems to be in a hurry to reach home. As a 
result of this rush, many accidents occur. One who has not been to the 
city before finds it hard to move about at this time. Soon, however, there 
is almost no activity in several parts of the city. These parts are usually 
the business centres. 

With the coming of night, another kind of activity begins. The streets 
are now full of colourful lights. The air is cooler and life becomes more 
leisurely. People now seek entertainment. Many visit the cinemas, parks 
and clubs, while others remain indoors to watch television or listen to the 
radio. Some visit friends and relatives and some spend their time reading 
books and magazines. Those who are interested in politics discuss the 
latest political developments. At the same time, hundreds of crimes are 
committed 6 . Thieves and robbers who wait for the coming of night 
become active, and misfortune 7 descends upon 8 many. For the greed 9 of a 
few, many are killed, and some live in constant fear. To bring criminals 
to justice 10 , the officers of the law are always on the move ". 

Workers and others who seek advancement in their careers attend 
educational institutions which are open till late in the night. Hundreds of 
them sit for various examinations every year. The facilities 12 and 
opportunities that the people in the city have to further their studies and 
increase their knowledge of human affairs are indeed many. As a result, 
the people of the city are usually better informed than those of the 
village, where even a newspaper is sometimes difficult to get. 

The city could, therefore, be described as a place of ceaseless activity. 
Here, the drama of life is enacted every day. 
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NEW WORDS: 

1. flock [fbk] (v) lu It/tit keo din; tu tap, quay quart 

2. throb [6rDb] (v) ron rang, ron /en; rung dong 

3. sight-seer ['sait,si:3] (n) ngu&i di tham quan 

4. transact [traen'zaekt] (v) thifc hien, tien hanh; giai quyet 

5. means of transport [mi:nz av 'traenspD:t] plotting tien van chuyen 

6. commit [ks'mit] (v) pham phai 

7. misfortune [mis'fortjn] (n) si/ rut ro, si/ bat hanh; dieu khong may 

8. descend upon [di'send a'psn] (v) ap xuong bat ngd, den bat ngd 

9. greed [gri:d] (n) t/hh tham /am 

10. to bring s.o. to justice [briq ta 'd3Astis] dem at ra toa, truy to ai 
tai toa 

11. on the move [>n da mu:v] di chuyen 

12. facility [fs'siliti] (n) dieu kien thuan /di, phWdng tien de dang 

Cuoc song orthanh th\ 

Cuoc song & thanh thi rat nhon nhip. Tu to ma sang hang tram ngu&i ita 
ra khoi nha nhu dan kien vo to. Chang bao lau sau duang pho dong 
nghet xe co. Cdc cua hang va van phdng mo cira. Hoc sinh hoi ha cap 
sdeh den trucmg va mot ngdy lam viec bat dau. Gid day thanh phd hoat 
dong nhon nhip va day dp tieng huyen ndo. Hang tram ngu&i ngoan 
cdnh, du khdeh va nhiiu ngu&i khdc vieng tham nhicng thdng cdnh cua 
thanh phd trong khi cdc doanh nhdn tic nhieu nai tren the gi&i din trao 
doi cong viec lam an. 

Tr&i ve chieu, nhung van phdng vd tru&ng hoc bat dau dong cua. 
Nhieu cua hang cung ddng cua. Luc nay dien ra mot cuoc dd xd don xe 
buy t yd cdc phuong tien van chuyen khdc. Du&ng nhumoi ngu&i deu voi 
vd ve nha. 

Kit qua cita su ygi va nay la nhiiu tai nan xdy ra. Nhung ai chua 
twig den thanh pho cam thdy khd ma di lai vdo gi& nay. Tuy vdy, khong 
bao lau sau mot so khu vuc cua thanh phd nhu ngung hoat dong. Nhung 
noi nay thu&tig la cdc trung tarn kinh doanh. 

Dem xuong, mot hinh thuc hoat dong khdc lai bat dau. Duong pho 
trdn ngap dnh den mdu. Bdu khong khf diu xuong va cuoc song tr& nen 
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thu tha han. Gia day nguai ta tun den nhung thu vui gidi tii. Nhieu 
ngir&i den rap chieu bong, cdng vien va can lac bo, trong khi nhung 
nguai khdc a nha xem ti vi va nghe dai phdt thanh. Co nguai di thdm ban 
be va bd con. C6 nguai ddnh thi gia doc sdch va tap chf. Nhung nguai 
quan tarn den chinh tri ban ludn ve nhung su kien chinh tri nong hoi, 
Cting trong thai gian nay, hang tram vu twin cu&p dien ra. Trom cu&p 
cha dem xuong de hoat dong, va van rui se dp xuong nhieu nguai. Chi vi 
long tham cua mot so it nguai ma nhieu nguai del hi giet, va nhieu nguai 
khdc phdi song trong cdnh sa hdi trien mien. De dua toi pham ra truac 
cdng ly, ede vien chuc luat phap ludn ludn sdn sang hanh dong. 

Nguai lao dong va nhung nguai muon tien trien tren con duang cdng 
clanh su nghiep cua mlnh thi tham gia ede lap hoc ban dem, Moi nam co 
hang tram nguai trong so ho tham du vdo nhieu ky thi khdc nhau. Cdc 
phuang tien va ca hoi danh cho nguai dan thanh thi de ma rong hoc hoi 
va gia tang kien thuc nhdn sinh thuc su rat phorig phu. Do do nguai dan 
a thanh pho ludn nam bat thong tin nhanh han nguai dan vung nong 
thon, nai ma co khi ngay den mot to bdo citng khd kiem. 

Tom lai thanh thi co the noi la nai cua nhung hoat dong khong ngung 
nghi. Chinh tai day, va kich cuoc dai tdi dien moi ngay. 

2. LIVING IN A MULTIRACIAL COMMUNITY 

Living in a community where there are people of various races ' could be 
a rewarding and an exciting experience. Such a community is like a 
small world with many types and races of people in it. 

Everyone, young or old, enjoys listening to stories about people in 
other lands. We read books and newspapers to learn about the habits, 
customs and beliefs 2 of people who do not belong to our race, but when 
we live in a community composed 3 of many races, we have the 
opportunity to meet and talk with people or various races. We can learn 
about their customs and beliefs directly from them. In this way, we have 
a better understanding of their ways of life. For example, in Singapore 
and Malaysia, which are known as multi-racial 4 countries, Malays, 
Chinese, Indians and others have lived together for several decades 5 . 
They have learnt a lot about the cultures of one another, more than what 
they could have learnt by reading books or newspapers. By living 
together, they have also absorbed 6 many of the habits of one another to 
their common benefit. 
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Further, living in a multi-racial community teaches us how to respect 
the views and beliefs of people of other races. We learn to be tolerant and 
to understand and appreciate the peculiarities 7 of those who are not of 
our race. In this way, we learn to live in peace and harmony with 8 
foreigners whose ways of life are different from ours in several respects. 
We become less suspicious of strangers and foreigners. 

The relationship that develops among the people from common 
understanding in a multi-racial community makes life in such a 
community very exciting. Any celebration of any race becomes a 
celebration of all the other races. Thus, there is a lot of fun and 
excitement during every celebration. In this way, better understanding is 
promoted g among the peoples of the world. Through each of the races of 
the people in a multi-racial community, we come to know about their 
respective countries. For example, through the Chinese and the Indians in 
Malaysia or Singapore we have come to know much about China and 
India. As a result, we have a better understanding of the peoples of China 
and India as a whole 10 

It could therefore be said that life in a multi-racial community teaches 
us many useful lessons in human relations. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. race [reis] (n) chung toe, giong ngifdi 

2. belief [bi'li:f] (n) tin ngWdng 

3. composed [kam'pauzd] (adj) gom co, bao gom 

4. multi-racial [mAlti'rei/l] (adj) da chung toe, nh/eu chung toe 

5. decade ['dekeid] (n) thdi ky mWdi nam, thap ky 

6. absorb [ab'SD:b] (v) hap thu 

7. peculiarity [pi,kju:li'aerati] (n) tin h chat rieng, net rieng biet, net 

dac biet 

8. in peace and harmony with [in pi:s and 'hcKmani wid] trong hoa 

binh va hoa thuin 

9. promote [pra'maut] (v) nang cao; xuc tien, day manh 

10. as a whole [sz 9 haul] not chung, toan bo 
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Song trong mgt cpng dong da chung toe 

Sdng trong mot cong dong ma ede cu dan thuoc nhieu chung toe khdc 
nhau co the la mot trdi nghiem thu vi vd bo ich. Mot cong dong nhu the 
ciing giong nhu mot the gi&i thu nhd gdm nhieu sdc tQc vd kiiu tinh each. 

Tat cd mot ngudi, du gid hay tre, deu thich nghe chuyen ke ve nhitng 
ngudi dan xu khdc. Chung ta doc sdeh, bdo de biet ve nhitng thai quen, 
phong tuc vd tin nguong cua ede dan toe khdc, nhung khi chung ta song 
trong mot cong dong da sac toe, chung ta co ca hoi gap go vd trd chuyen 
v&i ngudi dan thuoc nhieu chung toe khdc nhau. Chung ta co the true 
tiep hoc hoi ve nhitng phong tuc vd tin nguong cua ho. Bang each nay, 
chung ta cd the hieu nhieu hon ve loi song cua ho. Chang han nhu tai 
Singapore vd Malaysia, nhung nude duoc xem la da sac toe, ngudi Ma 
Lai, Trung Quoc, An Do vd ede sdc dan khdc da chung song v&i nhau 
qua vai thdp ky. Ho da hoc hoi rat nhieu ve van hoa cua nhau ma viec 
doc sdeh bdo khong the sdnh bang. Qua viec chung song vol nhau, ho 
cung da tiep thu nhieu tgp qudn cita nhau de mang lai loi ich chung cho 
cong dong. 

Them vdo do, cuoc song trong mot cong dong da sac toe day cho ta 
biet tdn trong quan diem vd tin nguong cua dan toe khdc. Chung ta biit 
khoan dung, hieu biet vd ddnh gid cao net ddc thil cua nhung ngudi 
khong thuoc chung tgc minh. Bang each nay, chung ta hoc chung sdng 
trong hda binh vd hoa thudn vdi nhitng ngudi ngoai quoc ma loi song 
cua ho khdc chung ta tren vai phuong dien. Chung ta trd nen it nghi ngai 
nhitng ngudi la vd ngudi nude ngoai. 

Mdi quan he nay sinh giua ede dan toe tu su hieu biet chung trong 
mot cong dong da sdc toe lam cho cuoc sdng trong CQng dong nhu thi 
trd nenhet sice thu vi. Bat ky le ky niem cua mot dan tQc ndo cung trd 
thanh le ky niem cua tdt cd ede dan toe khdc. Nhd vdy cd rat nhiiu niim 
vui thich vd thu vi trong mdi mot dip le hoi. Bang edeh ndy, su hieu biit 
Ian nhau giua ede dan toe tren the gidi duoc day mqnh. Thong qua mdi 
mot dan toe trong cong dong da chung toe, chung ta dan dan hieu biet ve 
quoc gia ma ho la dai dien. Chang han, thong qua ngudi Trung Quoc vd 
An Do d Malaysia hay Singapore, chung ta biet nhieu ve Trung Hoa vd 
An Do. VI vdy chung ta hieu nhieu hon ve tdng the dan toe vd dot nude 
Trung Hoa vd An Do. 

I i 1 r \ 

Vi the cd the ndi rang cuoc sdng d mot cong dong da chung toe day 
cho ta nhieu bai hoc hitu ich ve mdi quan he cua con ngudi. 
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3. A VISIT TO A FAMOUS CITY 

A few months ago my father and I visited Singapore, one of the most 
famous cities in Asia. 

Singapore, a small island, lies at the southern and of West Malaysia. 
A long and narrow piece of land joins Singapore with Johore Hahru, the 
southern-most town of West Malaysia. Singapore is now an independent 
state. 

The city of Singapore is extremely beautiful. It is well known for its 
centres of business and other activities. There are many places of 
interest ' such as the Tiger Balm Garden, the Botanical Gardens and 
Raffles Museum. There are also many important centres of learning such 
as the University of Singapore, Science Centre, the Nanyang University 
and the Polytechnic. Being a famous city, hundreds of people come 
every day from various parts of the world to do business or to enjoy the 
sights of the city. Singapore therefore has large and beautiful airports and 
its harbours are full of ships. 

There are many night schools where people who cannot go to the day 
schools for some reason or other can continue their studies. And, the 
government of Singapore is still doing its best to make further 
improvements in the city for the benefit of the people. 

During my stay in Singapore, I went out every day with my father to 
see the beautiful and interesting places and things in the city. One day we 
went to the Tiger Balm Garden where I saw several statues of people, 
animals and other strange creature 2 beautifully made and kept. The sea 
near this garden makes this a pleasant place to visit. We spent almost half 
of the day at this place. 

Another day we visited the museum where I saw hundreds of curious 3 
things preserved for scholars 4 and others. It was indeed an education to 
see all those things. There is so much to learn here that every visit by any 
person is sure to add to his knowledge. 

I also visited some of the harbours and saw the large ships anchored 5 
there. The sight of the ships aroused a desire 6 in me to cross the oceans 
and go round the world. I was indeed deeply impressed 7 by the activities 
at the harbour. 

Then every night, I went round the town and visited some of the parks 
and other places of interest. The numerous lights 8 and the constant 
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stream of traffic kept the city alive. I visited a few of the cinemas as well. 
In short, I enjoyed every moment of my stay in this famous city of 
Singapore. 

NEW WORDS: 

1 places of interest [pleisiz av 'intrast] nhtfng vung dang chu y, nhung 
vung thu vi 

2. strange creatures [streind3 'krktja] nhtfng sinh vat la 

3. curious ['kjuarias] (adj) ham hieu biet; to mo, hie'u ky 

4. anchor ['aenka] (v) bo neo, tha neo 

5. arouse a desire [a'rauz a di'zaia] gtii ten stfkhao khat 

6. impress [im'pres] (v) gay an tifdng 

7. numerous lights ['njurmaras laits] nhieu anh den 

8. scholar ['skDla] (n) thanh phan tri thtfc 

Thorn viing mot thanh pho noi tieng 

Cdch day vai thdng, bo toi vd toi di tham quart Singapore, mot trong 
nhitng thanh pho noi tieng nhat chau A, 

Singapore la mot hon ddo nho nam o phia nam vd thuoc mien Trung 
Tay Malaysia. Mot ddi ddt nho vd hep noi lien Singapore vai Johore 
Bahru, thanh pho cue nam cua vung Tay Malayxia. Singapore hien nay 
la mot quoe gia doc lap. 

Thanh phd Singapore cue ky diem le. No noi tieng bai nhitng trung 
tarn buon ban vd ede hoat dong khde. Co nhieu thang cdnh nhu Vu&n 
Tiger Balm, Vuan sinh hoc vd Vien Bao tang Raffles. Ngoai ra con co 
nhieu trung tarn nghien cuu quan trong nhu Dai hoc tong hop Singapore, 
Trung tarn khoa hoc, Dai hoc Nanyang vd Dai hoc Bach khoa. Vi Id mot 
thanh pho noi tieng nen hang ngdy co hang tram nguai tit ede nude khdc 
nhau tren thi gi&i den de lam vice hay chiem nguang cdnh quan thanh 
pho. Vi thi Singapore co nhung sdn bay to vd dep t cdn nhung hdi cdng 
cua no luc ndo cung tap nap tdu be. 

Co nhitng lop hoc ban dem cho nhitng nguai khong the den truang 
vdo ban ngdy vi mot ly do ndo do de ho tiep tuc hoc tap. Yd hien nay 
chfnh phu Singapore dang lam het sue mlnh de ngdy cdng phdt trien 
thanh pho vi lai ich cho nguai dan Singapore. 
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Trong khi dung chart a Singapore, hang ngay toi ra pho dao chai vdi 
bo va ngdm nhin cdnh vat thu vi va dep de cua thanh pho. Mot ngay no 
toi den vu&n Tiger Balm noi toi thay co vdi bice twang nguai, nhieu lodi 
thu va nhung tao vat la ky duac tao tdc va gin giir rat cdng phu. Chung 
toi a do gdn nica ngay. 

Chung toi ciing tham quan vien hdo tang, a do toi thay hang tram thu 
quy gid duac give gin cho ede hoc gid va nhitng nguai khde. That la mot 
ca hoi hoc tap khi duac xem tat cd tdc vat nay. O day co rat nhieu dieu 
de hoc hoi den noi bat cu nguai ncio den tham vien bdo tang ciing co 
them kien thiec cho minh. 

Toi ciing di tham vdi hat cdng va thay nhung con tdu Ion thd neo a 
do. Cdnh tuong tdu be khudy dong trong toi uac muon vuot dai duong di 
vdng quanh the giai. Cdc hoat dong a ben cdng that su gay cho toi an 
tuong sdu sac. 

Roi moi dim toi deu di quanh thanh pho vieng tham nhung cdng vien 
va thdng cdnh khde. Vo so dnh den va dong xe co bat tan lam thanh pho 
rat song dong. Toi cung den tham mot vdi rap chieu bong. Tom lai toi 
yeu thich moi khodnh khde toi song tax thanh pho Singopore noi tieng 
nay. 

4. MODERN INVENTIONS 

Modern inventions have made life more comfortable 1 than what it was 
before. More and more new things are being made in all countries 
throughout the world to make life even more comfortable. 

In the past men had great difficulty in 2 ploughing their lands to grow 
food. But, today, giant 3 machines are used to plough 4 thousands of acres 
of land. As a result 5 , more food can be grown in a shorter time than was 
possible before. Food grown in one country is sent to another country 
where it is needed badly. To carry the food motor-vehicles, steam-ships 6 
and various other means of transport have been invented. Shortage of 
food 7 in one place no longer causes anxiety 8 as it can be brought from 
another place within a very short time. 

The invention 9 of the means of transport has also made it possible for 
people to work in places miles away, and children can attend schools in 
distant places. In the past, this was not possible. The children of today 
are therefore better educated than those of the past. Invention of the 
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means of transport has also increased human activity. A man can now go 
to several places, and do a variety of things in a day's time. 

Other inventions like the radio and the telephone have also 
contributed much to human progress 10 . The radio keeps us informed 
about developments " in other parts of the world. We do not have to 
travel to know what is happening in places away from our homes. The 
telephone too is a convenient means of knowing about others, miles 
away. It helps in business transactions by reducing time and travel. A 
businessman in one town can talk to another in another town, several 
miles away, to do some important business. In all these ways, people are 
able to do many things without much loss of time 12 . 

In the same way, every invention has helped to increase our comforts. 
Television, for example, now makes it possible for people to stay at 
home and enjoy. At the same time, however, modern inventions have 
caused many deaths and much sorrow 13 to many people. Motor vehicles 
and other machines have killed hundreds of people. Many have lost their 
hands or legs, and accidents continue to occur in every increasing 
numbers. Yet modern inventions have made the world what it is today. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. comfortable ['kAmfetebl] (adj) tien Idi, du tien nghi; am cung; de 

chiu, thoai mai 

2. have great difficulty in [haev greit 'difikalti in] gap nhieu kho khan 

trong viec 

3. giant ['d3aiant] (adj) khong Id, phi thWdng 

4. plough [plau] (v) cay, beta, xdi 

5. as a result [aez a ri'zAlt] kit qua la 

6. steam-ship ['stkmjip] (n) tau chay bang hefi nifdc 

7. shortage of food ['J"D:tid3 sv fu:d] si/thleu thon tht/c pha'm 

8. anxiety [aen'zaiati] (n) moi lo au; moi ban khoan; si/lo lang 

9. invention [in'venjn] (n) si/phatminh, si/ sang che 

10. human progress ['hjurmsn 'prsugres] si/phattrien cua nhan loal 

11. development [di'velapment] (n) sit phat then 

12. without much loss or time [wi'daot mAtf bs sv taim] khong mat 
nhieu thdi gian 

13. sorrow (n) ['sorau] (n) sifdau kho, sifbuon phien; not dau budn 



Nhirng phdt minh hien dai 

Nhung phdt minh hien dai da lam cho dai song de chiu hon truac. Cang 
ngay cang cd nhieu vat dung men duac sdn xudt a tat cd ede nude tren 
the gi&i lam cho cupc song thodi mdi hem. 

Truac day con nguai vdp phdi khd khan trong viec cay dat de trong 
trot. Nhtmg ngay nay nhtmg may mdc khong 16 duac sir dung de cay 
hang ngan mdu dat. VI the nguai ta cd the thu hoach duac nhiiu thuc 
pham hon chi trong mpt thai gian ngan so vai truoc day. Thuc pham 
trong a mot nuac duac gui t&i nhirng nuac khdc cd nhu cdu. Nhung xe 
gdn dong co, tdu thuy hoi nuac vd ede phuang tien giao thong khdc da 
duac phdt minh de chuyen cha thuc pham. Su thieu thon thuc pham a 
mpt noi ndo do khong con la mdi lo ngai nua vi nguai ta cd the mang 
thuc pham tir nai nay sang nai khdc trong mot thai gian rat ngan. 

Nhung phdt minh khdc nhu mdy thu thanh vd dien thoai cung gdp 
phdn vho su tien bp cua nhan loai Mdy thu thanh giup chung ta nam 
duac thong tin ve nhirng su phdt trien cua ede quoc gia tren the giai. 
Chung ta khong phdi di den nhung noi xa xdi di biit dien hien tinh hinh 
a do. Di$n thoai cung la mot phuang tien thugn loi de biet nhung gi xdy 
ra a noi khdc each do hang dam. No rut ngan thai gian vd gidm viec di 
lai trong kinh doanh giao dich. Doanh gia^ cua mpt thanh pho cd the noi 
chuyen vai doi tdc lam an a mot thanh pho khdc edeh do vai dam de trao 
ddi ve mpt thuang vu quan trong. Ngay nay vai nhung phdt minh hien 
dai nguai ta cd the Idm nhieu chuyen ma khong phdi mat thai gian. , 

Mdi mpt phdt minh deu gdp phdn lam gia tang su tien nghi trong ddi 
song chung ta. Chang han nhu ngay nay chUng ta cd the a nhd xem vd 
tuyen truyen hinh. Tuy nhien cung luc dd, nhirng phdt minh hien dai da 
gdy chit choc vd dau budn cho mpi nguai. Xe gan mdy vd nhung mdy mdc 
khdc da giet chet hang tram nguai. Nhieu nguai mat toy hoac mdt chdn vd 
tai nan lien tuc xudt hien theo con sd ngay cang gia tang. Tuy nhiin cung 
chinh nhung phdt minh hien dai da Idm nen the giai ngay nay. 

5. ADVENTURE IN A FOREST 

A few months ago some of my class-mates ' and I made a trip to Borneo 
with our Geography teacher to seek adventure in the forests of Borneo. 

Soon after our arrival in Borneo, we made all the preparations and 
began our journey to the forest early one morning. After miles of travel 
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through the forest, we arrived at an open space. As it was already late in 
the evening, we decided to erect 2 our tent 3 and spend the night there. 
Night soon fell on this place and we lighted our oil lamp. 

Feeling tired, we had our meal early and went to bed. There was 
silence all around; but soon, creatures that love the night world became 
active. The forest was now full of frightful noise. Breaking through this 
noise, came another noise, more frightening; the noise of native drums. 
And as the minutes slipped by, it seemed to come nearer and nearer. We 
all froze into 4 deathly silence 5 . The tension mounted rapidly, but still 
nothing happened. Then, as suddenly as it began, the noise stopped. We 
were alarmed. We were now sure that some natives has seen us and we 
would he attacked. In such a situation, we could not sleep. Death might 
come at any time. 

Minutes lengthened to hours; but in our anxiety to preserve our lives, 
we hardly noticed the coming of day. Then, all of a sudden 6 , we found 
ourselves surrounded by half-naked natives 7 with spears in their hands. 
Surprised and terrified, we remained speechless 8 for some time. Then, 
one of them, presumably 9 their leader, uttered a word. He seemed eager 
to talk, but there was no language in which we could understand each 
other. 

Our teacher, who is always full of ideas, then offered a cigarette to the 
man who uttered 10 the word. The man, however, seemed to suspect our 
teacher's intentions. He refused to accept the cigarette. Our teacher then 
put it between his own lips and after lighting it, began to puff 1 1 at it. The 
man now made a sign which showed that he would not mind having a 
cigarette after all. At once our teacher gave him one and helped him to 
light it. As he was puffing at it, we observed signs of satisfaction . 
Realising that in this way we could become friends, our teacher gave him 
a few more cigarettes. The man was so delighted at this demonstration 13 
of friendship that he uttered some words, and soon all those who came 
with him, began to dance and sing. 

After they had stopped singing, they made several gestures 14 which 
showed that they had enjoyed our company. They left us after about an 
hour with smiles on their faces. Our journey into the interior 15 of Borneo 
was indeed an adventure. 
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1. classmate ['kia:smeit] (n) ban cung Idp 

2. erect [i'rekt] (v) di/ng (leu) 

3. tent [tent] (n) leu, rap, tang 

4. freeze [fri :z] (v) dong lal (vi lanh), lanh cung; thay 6n lanh, thay 

ghe ghe 

5. silence ['sailid3] (n) sifim lang; st/nfn thinh 

6. all of a sudden [d:I sv a 'SAdn] bit thlnh Imh; mot each bat ngd 

7. half-naked native [ha:f 'neikid 'neitiv] tho dan detran nita ngi/di 

8. remain speechless [ri'mein 'spi : t Jlis] lang di khong thdt nol mot 

tieng 

9. presumably [pri'zju:mabli] (adv) co the doan chung la; co le; ban 

la, chacla 

10. utter [*At9] (v) nol, ndi ra; phat bleu, bay to 

11. puff [pAf] (v) hut bap bap, hut tCfng hdi ngan (thuoc la) 

12. signs of satisfation [sainz 9v,saetis'faekjn] nhtfng diu hleu cua sif 
thoa man 

13. demonstration [^emsns'treijn] (n) sitthehlen, sit bleu hlen 

14. gesture ['d3estfa] (n) dleu bo; cCfchi 

15. interior [in'tiaria] (n) nol dia 

Cuoc phieu liru trong rung 

Cdch day vdi thdng toi vd vdi nguoi ban cung lap den Borneo v&i thay 
gido dia ly de phieu luu trong khu rung cua Borneo. 

Ngay khi den Borneo, chung toi sua soan do dac vd bat ddu chuyin 
du ngoan toi khu rung vdo mot buoi sang sdm. Sau khi di hang d$m 
tronq rung, chung toi den mot khodng ddt trong. VI trod da tdi chung toi 
quyet dinh cdng leu vd ngu dim o do. Chdng bao lau sau, bong dim 
hodn todn bao trum len khu rung vd chung toi thdp sdng bang den ddu. 

Cam thay moi met, chung tdi an s&m v,d di ngu. Xung quanh rat im 
lang, nhung chdng bao lau ede sinh vat ban dim bat ddu hoat dong. Khu 
rung gi& day tran ngap nhung tieng dong ghe so. Tieng dpng nay di qua 
tieng dong khdc lai den, ghi ran hon; tieng trong cua nguoi ban xu. Vd 
tung phut troi qua, tieng trong nhu cdng gdn hon Tat cd chung tdi on 
lanh trong su im lang chit choc. Su cdng thdng dang cao, nhung van 
khong co gi xdy ra. Roi cung dot nggt nhu khi bat ddu, tieng on do chdm 
dirt. Chung tdi duoc bao dong. Gio day chung toi biet rang nhung nguoi 

35 



ban xu da nhin thdy chung tdi va rang chung tdi se bi tan cdng. Trong 
tinh cdnh nhu the chung toi khdng the new ngii duoc. Cdi chit co the den 
bat cutuendo. 

Moi phut trdi qua dai nhu mot gi&; nhung trong su lo so bdo ton sinh 
mqng cua mlnh chung toi hdu nhu khong de y rang ngay da den. The roi 
that bat nga, chung toi thdy minh bi bao vdy b&i nhung tho dan chi mac 
qudn 60 che km mot nua than the cam gido trong tay, Roi mpt ngu&i 
trong so do, co le Id thu linh, bat ddu noi. Anh ta co ve noi rat ham ha 
nhung khdng co ngon ngit ndo de chung toi hieu nhau. 

Thdy gido cua chung toi luc ndo cung co sang kien lien dua cho 
nfudi 4&n 6ng dang noi mQt dieu thuoc Id. Tuy nhien, duang nhu anh ta 
mtflinrif d\nh cua thdy gido. Anh ta khdng nhan dieu thuoc Id. Thdy 
gtfo lien dgt dieu thuoc vao moi roi moi lua vd bat ddu hut. Luc bay gid 
ngudi ddn dng moi ra hieu rang anh ta sdn Idng hut mot dieu thuoc. 
Nhan thdy chung tdi c6 thi lam ban vai ngu&i tho ddn bang each nay, 
thdy gido chung tdi biSu cho anh ta vdi dieu thuoc nica. Ngu&i ddn dng 
rat hdi long v&i su bay to hieu nghi do, anh ta noi gi do, roi tat cd nhung 
ngu&i di theo anh ta bat ddu nhdy mua. 

Sau khi ede thS ddn ngung hat, hp ra hieu rang hp rat thich lam ban 
v&i chung tdi. Khodng mot gi& sau do ho tarn biet chung tdi v&i nu cu&i 
tren guang mat. Chuyen du ngoqn cua chung tdi vao noi dia Borneo that 
su la mot cuqc phiiu luu. 

6. AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY I HAD 

Seldom does one have opportunity of seeing a fight between a tiger and a 
crocodile. I, however, had this opportunity one day when I went with my 
father into a forest, in search of some wild plants. 

I had never been to a forest before. Therefore, whatever I saw in that 
forest interested me greatly. I looked at the rich vegetation all round as 
well as the variety of colourful flowers and birds, large and small. I saw 
the activity of some of the wild creatures, such as snakes, squirrels and 
insects. Occasionally, I heard the cry of some strange animal in pain, 
perhaps while being eaten by a larger animal. I also heard some rustling 
noises 1 in the undergrowth; but I was not afraid of all these. Such things, 
I knew, were natural to the forest. 

My father whose only interest was in the type of plants he wanted for 
my mother's garden, however, paid little attention to the sounds and 



movements in these green depths 2 . He continued his search for more and 
more of those plants until we reached one of the banks of a large river in 
the forest. There we stopped for a while to enjoy the sights around. 

The scene was peaceful. Then, to our surprises and horror, we saw a 
tiger on the other side of the river. It was moving quietly and cautiously 3 
towards the water for a drink. A hush 4 fell upon the jungle. My father 
and I were now too frightened to move from there. 

However, as the tiger put its mouth into the river there was a sudden 
swirl 5 of the waters, and before the tiger could rush out, it was seized by 
a huge crocodile. The tiger's howl 6 of pain and anger filled 7 me and my 
father with terror 1 *. Yet we waited there to see the end of the struggle 
between these two lords of the forest and the river. The crocodile had the 
advantage from the beginning. It used all its strength to pull the tiger 
deeper into the water, and the tiger too fought desperately to free itself 
from the jaws of the merciless 9 reptiles 10 ; but the tiger soon gave up the 
struggle and all was quiet again. I now felt pity for the tiger which had 
died just to slake its thirst 1 1 . 

Then, my father reminded me of the narrow escape that we had 
ourselves had. If the tiger had been on this side of the river, one of. us 
might have died in the way the tiger did, a victim of animal appetite. And 
as we were returning home, I began to think of the struggle for life and 
s avagery 12 that lurks 13 beneath peaceful scenes. 

NEW WORDS: 

I rustling noise frAslin nsiz] (n) t/eng dgng sot soat, xao xac 

2. in these green depths trong sau tham cua khu rung, trong cung 

thcim cua khu rCfng 

3. cautiously fkD: Jssli] (adv) can than, than trong 

4. hush [hAj] (n) stfim lang 

5. swirl [swa:l] (n) cho nifdc xoay, chonifdccugn 

6. howl [haul] (n) tieng ru (dau ddn) 

7. fill [fil] (v) lam tran ngap, lam day 

8. terror ['tera] (n) set kinh hoang; not khiep sd 

9. merciless ['mg.'silis] (adj) nhan tarn, tan nhan 

10. reptile ['reptail] (n) loai bd sat 

II slake one's thirst [sleik 6a:st] (v) /am cho dd khat, giai khat 
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12. savagery ['saevicbari] (n) sit tan bao, si/ doc ac; hanh vi tan bao, 
hanh vi doc ac 

13. lurk [te:k] (v) ngam ngam; an nap, nup, tron 

Mgt c& hoi hiem hoi toi do gap 

Rdt hiem khi ngudi ta co dip xem mot tran ddnh nhau giita mot con ho vd. 
mot con cd sdu. Tuy nhien toi da tung co co hoi nay vao mot ngay no, khi 
cung v&i bo toi vao rung de tim cay dai. 

Tnr&c dd, tdi chita bao gid bir&c chdn vao rung. Vi the bat cu diiu gi 
toi thdy trong khu rung do cung lam cho toi thfch thu. Toi nhln nhung 
loai thao moc sum xui d khap noi cung nhw nhung loai hoa co va chim 
muong Ion nho sac so du mdu. Toi thdy nhung loai thu hoang nhu ran 
soc va con trung dang hoat dong. Thinh thodng toi nghe tieng keu cua 
mQt loai thu la bi thuong, co le la bi mot con thu Ion hon an thit. Toi con 
nghe thdy tieng xcio xqc cua nhung litm cay thdp; nhung toi khong so. 
Toi biet nhung dieu nay la phdi co trong mot khu rung. 

Cha toi chi- quan tarn den nhung loai cay ma ong mudn trong trong 
vu&n cua me nen it de y toi nhung dm thanh va hoat dong trong khu rung 
ram sdu tham nay. Ong mdi me tim them nhieu cay dai cho den khi 
chung toi den ben bo mot con song Ion trong rung. Chung toi dung lai 
do mgt choc de ngam cdnh vat xung quanh. 

Khung cdnh rat thanh binh. The roi hel sue ngac nhien va so hai, 
chung toi thdy mot con ho ben kia bo song. No dang lang le va than 
trong tien tai de uong nude. Im lang bao trum len khu rung ram, Cd cha 
toi va toi deu kinh so dung chdn chdn mot cho. 

Tuy nhien, khi con ho cui sdu xuong mat song, bat ngd mot xody nude 
xong len va, khong kip chay thodt, con ho da bi mot con cd sau khong id 
torn chat. Tieng ru dau don va gidn die cua con ho lam toi va cha toi hit 
sue kinh hoang. Nhung chung toi van dung de xem ket cue cua trdn quySt 
chien giira hai loai chua te cua rirng xanh vd song nu&c. 

Con cd sdu cd lai the ngay tie luc dau. No dung hit sire keo con hd 
xuong nu&c, va con hd cung chien dau mot each tuyet vong de thodt khoi 
ham con cd sdu tan bao. Nhtmg chang bao lau sau con ho thua cuoc vd 
im lang lai trum len khu rung. Luc do toi cam thdy dang thuong cho con 
ho bi chit chi vi khdt nu&c. 

The rdi cha toi nhdc toi nho den su thodt chit mong manh vua qua. 
Neu con ho & bo song ben nay, han Id mot trong hai chung toi da chet 



nhu con ho, nan nhan cua loai thu khdt mdu. Va tren suot quang ducmg 
ve nha, toi bat ddu nghive su dan tranh de sinh ton va su bqo tan an sdu 
du&i cdi ve thanh binh cua cuoc song. 

7. THE VALUE OF LIBRARIES 

A good library is an ocean of information, whose boundaries continue to 
extend with the - endless contribution of the numerous streams of 
knowledge. Thus, it has a peculiar fascination 1 for scholars, and all those 
whose thirst for knowledge is instable 2 . 

The usefulness of libraries in the spread of knowledge has been 
proved through the years. The field of knowledge is so extensive and life 
is so brief that even the most avid 3 reader can never expect to absorb it 
all. Those who have a love for knowledge, therefore, try to master only a 
small fraction 4 of it. Even this requires reading of hundreds of books, 
cheap and expensive, new and old. But few people are able to buy all the 
books on the subject in which they wish to attain proficiency 5 . It is 
therefore necessary for them to visit a good library, where they can read 
a great variety of books on the subject they love. Besides, many old and 
valuable books on certain subjects are found only in a good library. Even 
the original manuscript 6 of an author, who died several years ago, can be 
found in it, sometimes. 

Today, men everywhere have discovered the benefits of learning. 
More and more books are being written to extend human knowledge and 
experience. Governments and individuals throughout the world are, 
therefore, opening more and more libraries to enable people to read as 
many books as possible. Libraries have been opened even in the remotest 
regions of the earth, so that people who are unable to buy books from the 
towns can still gain access to the various sources of knowledge. Mobile 
libraries serve the people in various parts of the earth. 

The importance of libraries, however, is felt most acutely 7 by students 
in schools and universities, where most students are engaged in deep 
studies. The number of books that a student has to study, especially at a 
university, is so large that unless he comes from a rich family, he can 
hardly buy them all. Besides, many of the books may not be available in 
the book-shops within his reach. It is therefore to his advantage to visit a 
good library. 
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Some people even have their own private libraries in which they 
spend their leisure, reading the books that they have collected over the 
years, and drive great intellectua l 8 benefit 9 and pleasure. 

In short, libraries have contributed so much to the extension of 

knowledge that they have become almost indispensable 10 to all literate 

_ 1 1 
men . 

NEW WORDS: 

1. fascination [,faesi'neijn] (n) sif thdi mien; sit me hoac, sit quyen ru 

2. instable [in'steibl] (adj) khong on dinh 

3. avid faevid] (adj) khao khat, them khat, them thudng 

4. fraction [Traek/n] (n) phan nhd, mieng nhd 

5. to attain proficiency [a'tein pra'fi/nsi] (v) trdnen thanh thao, gidi 

giang 

6. manuscript ['maenjuskript] (n) ban viettay 

7. acutely [a'kjuitli] (adv) sau sac 

8. intellectual [,inti'lektju9l] (adj) (thugc) tri 6c; (thugc) tr/tue 

9. to drive great intelectual benefit theo duoi idi fch tri th&c idn 

10. indispensable [,indis'pens9bl] (adj) tuyet ddi can thiet; khong the 
thieu dWdc 

11. literate men ['litarit men] (n) nhtfng ngrfdi co hoc 

Gid tri cua thu vi$n 

Mot thu vien lan la mot dai duomg cua thong tin ma rank gi&i cua no 
tiep tuc mo rong vdi su dong gop vo tan nhung ddng suoi tri thuc khong 
bao gid ngicng lai. VI vdy nd co sue quyen ru dac biit ddi vdi ede hoc gid 
va nhung nguai khat khao chdn trai kien thuc. 

Su huu dung cua thu vi$n trong viec truyen bd kien thuc da dupe 
minh chung hang bao nam qua. Cdnh ddng cua tri thuc thi qud rong va 
cuoc ddi thi qud ngdn cho nen ngay cd nhung d$c gid tham lam nhdt 
cung dicng bao gid mong rang si dgc dupe tat cd. VI the, nhung nguai 
yeu men tri thuc chi nam vung mot phan ndo dd ma thdi. Ma chi the thdi 
cung phdi doc hang tram quyen sdeh, re va ddt, m&i va cu. Nhung ft ai 
cd the mua tat cd nhung quyen sdeh ve chuyen mdn ma hp mudn thanh 
thao. Vi the ho can phdi den thu vien nai ho cd the doc that nhieu sdeh 
ve chu de yeu thick. Han nua nhieu quyen sdeh qui gid chi cd trong thu 
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vien. Doi khi cd mot ban thdo nguyen gdc cua mQt tdc gid qua dai each 
day vai nam cung cd the tim thdy trong thu vien. 

Ngay nay con nguai a khap noi da phdt hien ra lai ich cua viec hoc 
tap.Ngdy cdng cd nhiiu cudn sdeh dupe viet de ma rong kiin thuc vd 
kinh nghiem con ngudi. VI the ede chinh phu vd cd nhdn tren the giai 
khdng ngteng ma nhiht$> thu vien giup ngudi ta doc cdng nhieu sdeh cdng 
tot. Thu vien cung xudt hien tai ngay cd a nhung vung xa xdi nhdt cua 
trdi ddt de nhung ai khdng the mua sdeh tu thdnh phd van cd the tiep thu 
nhung ngudn kien thuc da dang. Nhung thu vien di dong phuc vu nguai 
doc sdeh a moi noi tren the giai. 

Tuy nhien tarn quan trong cua thu vien la de thdy nhdt a sinh vien, 
hoc sinh ede truang pho thong vd dai hoc, noi ma phdn Ion hoc sinh ludn 
ban ron nghien cuu. Con so nhung quyen sdeh ma mot sinh vien phdi 
nghien cuu t dac biet a truang dai hoc la khd lan den noi gdn nhu khdng 
the mua hit dupe, tru khi gia dinh cua anh ta hit sue gidu cd. Han nua, 
nhiiu quyin sdeh cd thi khdng cd san trong hieu sdeh de anh ta mua. VI 
vqy den thu vi$n rat la ti$n led. 

Mot so nguai cd thu vien rieng de khi nhdn roi doc nhung quyen sdeh 
ho da suu tgp hang bao nam trdi vd mang ve niem vui vd ngudn tri thuc 
to lan. 

Tom lai, thu vi$n da dong gdp rat nhieu trong viec ma mang kien thuc 
den noi no tra nen khdng the thieu dupe doi vai tat cd nhung con nguai 
van minh. 

8. A HORRIBLE SIGHT 

On the main roads of West Malaysia accidents occur almost every day. 
Most of them are caused by young drivers who are long of speed. The 
recklessness 1 has caused the death of even careful drivers. What I am 
about to 2 relate concerns the death of some young people, resulting from 
the reckless driving of a young man. 

On the day in question 3 . 1 was travelling with my brother to Ipoh. As 
my brother's car was old, he had to drive slowly. We left Singapore, our 
hometown, very early in the morning, so that we could reach our 
destination before dark. The slow journey soon made me so tired that I 
fell asleep. However, we broke our Journey at Yong Peng, a small town 
in Johore, for some refreshment. When we resumed 4 our journey, we saw 
a number of badly damaged vehicles in front of the Police Station of that 
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town. My brother then began to talk about the various accidents that he 
had seen on that road. I began to grow uneasy about the rest of the 
journey. My brother had told me that most of the accidents occurred 
within a few miles of that town. I now began to fear for our own safety. 
Then, suddenly, a car, running at great speed, outtook our car. My 
brother then predicted that the car would be involved in an accident soon. 
After that my heart began to beat fast. 

The car was soon out of sight. My brother, however, assured me that I 
would have an opportunity to see a very bad accident, and sure enough, 
we soon arrived at a distressing scene. 

The car that had overtaken 5 our car was in a ditch 6 and four young 
girls were lying dead on the road-side. Their faces and clothes were 
covered with blood. Some people were trying to extricate 7 the other 
occupants 8 , including the young driver, who were stiH alive in the car. 
But all of a sudden, the car was on fire, and their efforts failed. Thus, the 
occupants in the car were burnt alive, and it was indeed heart-rending 9 to 
hear their last screams. Soon a fire engine and the police arrived with an 
ambulance, but it was too late. 

This was indeed a horrible sight, and even today the mention of 
accidents reminds me of those piteous 10 screams of the dying ones in that 
car. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. recklessness [Yeklisnis] (n) tfnh thieu than trong, tfnh khinh suit, 

tfnh lieu Ifnh 

2. to be about to [a'baut te] dinh lam gi ngay, sap lam gi 

3. in question [in 'kwestjan] dude ritii den, dWdc ban den 

4. resume [ri'zju:m] (v) bat dau lai, lai tiep tuc (sau khi nghi, dCfng) 

5. overtake - overtook - overtaken [,ouva'teik] (v) vupt qua 

6. ditch [ditj] (n) hao, ranh, mWdng 

7. extricate fekstrikeit] (v) gd, gdthoat, giai tnoat 

8. occupant ['okjupsnt] (n) ngtfdi sd htfu, ngttdi sit dung 

9. heart-rending ['ha:t,rendin] (adj) dau ldng,-nao long, thtfdng tarn, 

xe ruot 

10. piteous ['pitias] (adj) tham thifdng, dang thifdng hai 
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Mot cdnh twong khung khiep 

Tren nhung con duang chinh a'Tdy Malayxia tai nan xay ra hdu nhu mdi 
ngay. Phdn lan cdc tai nan la do nhitng toy Idi tre ua thich toe d$. Su 
lieu ITnh cua ho da gay nen cdi chit cua nhung Idi xe than trong khde. 
Nhung gi tdi sap ki sau 4ay lien quan den cdi chit cua mot so thanh nien 
gay ra do su khinh sudt cua mot tdi xe tre. 

Vao mot ngay nhu vay, tdi dang tren duang den Ipoh vai anh toi. V? 

r r 

chiec xe da cu, anh tdi phdi Idi rat cham. Chung tdi tic gia Singapore que 
huang chung tdi vao budi sdng s&m de co the den nai truac khi trai tdi. 
Chuyen khai hdnh cham chap chdng may choc lam tdi budn chdn den 
ngu thiep di. Tuy nhien, chung tdi dung lai o Yong Pens, mot thi trdn nhd 
a Johore de mua thuc phdm tuai. Khi len duang tra lai, chung tdi thdy 
vai chiec xe hong nang truac sd cdnh sat cua thanh phd. Anh tdi bat ddu 
ki ve nhung tai nan anh da chung kien tren con du&ng do. Con tdi cam 
thdy bdn chdn sudt cd qudng duang cdn lai. Anh tdi bdo tdi rang phdn 
lan cdc tai nan xay ra each thi trdn do vai dam. Luc do tdi cam thdy lo 
so cho su an loan cua chung tdi. The rdi bong nhien mot chiec xe hoi 
chay hit toe luc vuat qua xe chung tdi. Anh tdi dodn rang the ndo chiec 
xe kia cung gay tai nan. Sau do tim tdi bat ddu dap nhanh Hon. 

Chdng bao Idu, chiec xe chay khudt dang. Nhung anh tdi cd quyet vai 
tdi rang tdi se duac dip nhin thdy mot tai nan tdi te, va dung nhu the, mot 
lat sau chung tdi di din mqt quang cdnh the luang. 

Chiec xe da vuat xe chung tdi luc nay dang nam trong con muang, va 
bdn cd gdi tre nam chit tren duang phd. Mat va quan do ho be bit mdu. 
Mot sd ngudi cd site gidi thodt hdnh khdeh con sdng trong xe, va nguai 
tai xe tre; nhung that bat nga, chiec xe bung chay va no luc cua ho tieu 
tan. Thi la nhung nguai trong xe bi thieu sdng va tiing gdo hap hdi cua 
ho nhu xe long. Ngay sau do, xe cuu hda vd cdnh sat den vai xe cap cuu 
nhung da qua mudn. 

Ddy that la mot cdnh tuang kinh hodng vd cho den tan horn nay, khi 
not di tai nan tdi lai nhd den nhung tieng keu cua thdm khdc cua nhung 
nguai sap chit trong chiec xe kia. . 
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9. DISCUSS THE PART THAT MONEY PLAYS 
IN OUR LIVES 

Money plays an important part 1 in our lives. In several aspects 2 it is the 
most important thing in life. It is therefore much sought after. 

Without money we could not buy our food, clothes and all the other 
things that we need to live comfortably. We require money to travel, to 
buy medicine when we are ill and also to pay for the services rendered 3 
to us by others. In truth 4 money is almost indispensable to our surviva l 5 . 
Most of our activities are therefore directed towards earning as much 
money as possible. 

We use money not only to meet the basic needs of life but also 6 to pay 
for our own advancement. We use it for education which helps us to live 
a Better life. Thousands of students are unable to 7 attend school or 
continue their studies for want of money. Lack of 6 money also causes 
great hardship 9 and sorrow in hundreds of families. Thousands of people 
are dying everyday throughout the world because they are not able to pay 
their doctors fee or because they cannot buy nutritious food. 

. As money is so important, many crimes are committed everyday in all 
parts or the world to gain possession of it. Some are driven by hunger 
and desperation to steal, rob, and even kill to get at least 10 what they 
require to keep body and soul together. Others commit the most serious 
crimes out of sheer 1 1 greed for money. Such people cause much trouble 
and unpleasantness in society, and to bring them to justice, large sums of 
money are spent by every government. 

Today, millions of dollars are being spent by the various governments 
in the world for the betterment of the people. Numerous schools and 
hospitals are being built, and hundreds or acres or land are being 
cultivated to produce more food for the growing population of the world. 
As a result, the world is gradually becoming a better place to live in. 

At the same time 12 , however, much money is being wasted in 
producing deadly weapons of war. Countries which have more money 
than the others have become more powerful by strengthening their armed 
forces. This has led to rivalries among the powerful nations, and several 
parts of the world are in turmoil 3 . All this shows what an important part 
money plays in human affairs 14 . 
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NEW WORDS: 

1. play an important part [plei an im'pDrtant pa:t] dong mdt vai trd 

quan trong 

2. in several respects [in 'sevral ri'spektz] d mot vai khfa canh 

3. render [Yenda] (v) render a service g/up dd 

4. in truth [in tru:9] that so; that ra 

5. survival [sa'vaivl] (n) st/ song con; sit ton tai 

6. not only... bul also... khong nhung... ma con... 

7. be unable to [bi An'eibl ta] khong the 

8. lack of [laek av] (+noun) thieu 

9. hardship ['ha:d_pp] SLtgian kho f sit thti thach gay go 

10. at least [aet li:st] ft n hat 

11. sheer [Jia] (adj) chi ta 

12. at the same time [aet da seim taim] cung luc do 

13. in turmoil [in 'te:mDil] trong tinh trang roi loan, hon don 

14. affairs [a'feaz] (n, pi) cong viec, cugc song 

Hay thao luan vai trd cua tien trong din sdng chung ta 

Tien giu vai trd quan trpng trong dai sdng chung ta. Tren mot vai 
phucmg dien nao do, tien la quan trong nhdt trong cuoc sdng. VI vdy 
ngu&i ta chay theo tien. 

Khong co tien chung ta khong the mua thuc phdm, do quan vd tat cd 
nhung vat dung can thiet cho mot cuoc song tien nghi Chung ta cdn tikn 
de di lai f mua thuoc khi dau dm vd trd cho nhung dich vu md nguai khdc 
lam cho chung ta. Noi cho dung, tien hdu nhu khong the thieu voi su tdn 
tai cua chung ta. Phdn lan cdc hoqt dong cua chung ta vl thS huang tai 
viec kiem ra cdng nhiiu tien cdng tot. 

Chung ta dung tien bac khong chi de thoa man nhitng nhu cdu tor 
thieu trong cuoc sdng md cdn de ndng cap cuoc sdng cua minh. Chung ta 
dung tien trong gido due de cd cuoc sdng tot han. Hdng ngdn hoc sinh 
khong the den truanghay tiep tuc hoc tap chi vi thiiu tiin. Viec thieu tiSn 
gay ra kho khan vd noi lo lan cho hdng tram gia dlnh. Tren thi giai hang 
ngdn nguai dang chit ddn vi ho khdng cd tiin di din bde sT hay vi ho 
khong cd tien de mua thuc phdm gidu chat dinh duang. 
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VI tien quart trong nhu the nen hang ngay tren the gi&i dien ra rat 
nhieu vu pham phdp de gianh lay quyen so huu tien. Co ngu&i dien 
khung vi doi khdt va tuyet vong phdi di an cap, an trom va ngay cd giet 
ngudi de ft nhdt gitt cho phdn hon va phdn xdc cua ho khoi phdi Via 
nhau. Co ngudi pham nhung toi dc nghiem trong nhdt don gidn chi vi 
lham tien. Nhung ngudi nhu vdy gay ra rat nhieu phien todi va kho chiu 
trong xd hoi va de dua ho ra trudc cong ly, moi mot quoc gia phdi ho ra 
nhung mon tien rat l&ft. 

Ngay nay, nhieu quoc gia dang bo ra hang trieu do la de cdi thien doi 
song nhdn dan. Nhieu truong hoc va benh vien dang duqc xdy dung. 
Hang tram mdu ddt dang duoc trong trot de sdn xudt ra nhieu thuc pham 
cho dan so dang $ia tang trin the gi&i. Vi vdy the gi&i dan dan tro thdnh 
mot noi cu ngu tot hon: 

Tuy nhien ciing luc do, rat nhieu tien hi hoang phi de sdn xudt nhttng 
vu kh( giet ngu&i trong chien tranh. Nhung quoc gia nhieu tien hon tro 
nen hung manh hem bang each tang cu&ng luc luong vu trang cua ho. 
Bleu nay lam ede cu&ng quoc di den thu dich va nhieu noi tren the gi&i 
dang trong tinh trang mi loan. Tat cd nhung dieu do noi len rang tien 
quart trong nhu the nao trong cuoc song con ngu&i. 

1 0. SCIENCE AND ITS EFFECTS 

One of the most striking 1 features of the present century is the progress 
or science and its effects on almost every aspect of social life. Building 
on the foundation 2 laid by the predecessors 3 the scientists of today are 
carrying their investigation into ever-widening fields of knowledge. 

Modern civilization depends largely on the scientist and inventor. We 
depend on 4 the doctor who seeks the cause and cure of disease, the 
chemist who analyses 5 our food and purifies 6 our water, the entomologist 
who wages war on the insect pests, the engineer who conquers time and 
space, and a host of other specialists who aid in the development of 
agriculture and industry. 

The advance of science and technology has brought the different parts 
of the world into closer touch with one another than ever before. We are 
able to reach distant lands within a very short time. We are also able to 
communicate with 7 people far away by means of the telephone and the 
wireless. The invention 8 of the printing machine has made it possible for 
us to learn from books and newspapers about people in other lands. 



Indeed, man's curiosity 9 and resourcefulness have been responsible 
for the steady stream of inventions that have created our civilization. 

At the same time, however, there have been harmful 10 effects. Our 
machine civilization is responsible for numerous accidents and industrial 
rivalries among nations. Everyday hundreds of people are dying from 
serious wounds and injuries. Further, the rapid tempo of modern life 
results in wide-spread nervous disorder. Moreover, science, which has 
helped man to secure control over nature, has also made it possible for 
him to develop more deadly weapons or war. More and more countries 
are competing " with one another in the production of war material. Bui 
in these instances the fault lies not with science, but rather with man's 
intention 12 to misuse the discoveries of science. 

Science is admittedly the dominating intellectual force of the modem 
age. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. striking ['straikio] (n) noi bat, thu hut sit chu y, thu hut stf quan 

tarn; dang chu y f gay an tWdng 

2. foundation [faun'deijn] (n) nen tang; nen mong 

3. predecessor ['pri:dises3(r)] (n) ngtf&i di trWdc; ngifdi tien nhiem 

4. depend on [di'pend on] (v) phu thuoc vao 

5. analyse ['aenelaiz] (v) phan t/ch 

6. purify ['pjuarifai] (v) lam sach, loctrong, tinh che 

7. communicate with [k3'mju;nikeit wid] (v) lien lac vdi; giao thiep vdi 

8. invention [in'venj"n] (n) si/ phat minh, sit sang che 

9. curiosity [/kjuari'ositi] (n) set ham tim hie'u; tri to mo; tinh hieu ky 

10. harmful ['harmful] (adj) gay tai hai, cd ha/ 

11. compete [k9m'pi:t] (v) dua tranh, ganh dua, canh tranh 

12. intention [in'tenjn] y d/nh, muc dfch 

Khoa hoc va nhitng tdc dong cua no 

Mot trong nhwig dac diem noi bac nhdt trong the ky hien nay la su tien 
bo cua khoa hoc va dnh htcang cua no tren hdu nhw moi mat cua cuoc 
song xa hoi, Xdy dung tren nen tang cua nhung ngicdi di tru&c, ede nhd 
khoa hgc ngdy nay dang tien hdnh nghien cuu nhitng linh vuc kien thuc 
Ion chua timg cd. 
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Nin van minh hien dgi phu thuoc phdn lan vdo cdc nha khoa hoc va 
nhd phdt minh. Cuoc sdng chung ta phu thuqc vdo cdc bdc si trong viec 
tim kiim nguyen nhdn vd each chua benh, vao cdc nha hod hoc phdn tich 
thuc phdm va lam sqch ngudn nude uong, vao cdc nha cdn trung hoc 
chien ddu v&i cdc loai con trung -gay hai, vao ky su chinh phuc thai gian 
vd khong gian va rat nhieu nhung chuyen gia khdc gop phdn vao su phdt 
triin cua nong nghiep va cong nghiep. 

Su tien bo cua khoa hoc vd ky thuat da lam cho cdc nude khdc nhau 
tren thi giai xich lai gdn nhau hon bao gia het. Chung ta co the den 
nhung vung ddt xa xdi trong mot thai gian rat ngdn. Chung ta co the lien 
lac vai nhung nguai a xa qua phuang tien dien thoai vd may vd tuyen. 
Viec phdt minh ra mdy in giup chung ta doc sdeh, bao ve con nguai a 
nhung ddt nuac khdc. 

That vdy tn to mo va tdi thdovdt cua con nguai la nguyen nhdn cua 
ngudn phdt minh bin vung tgo ra thai dgi van minh cua chung ta ngdy 
nay. 

Tuy nhien, ben canh do khoa hoc cung co nhung anh huang tai hai. 
Thai dgi van minh mdy moc cua chung ta la nguyin nhdn cua vd so tai 
nan va nhung su doi ddu ve cong nghiep giua cdc quoc gia. Hang ngdy 
hang tram nguai dang hap hoi vi cdc thuang tich tram trong. Han nua 
nhip dg tat bat cua cuoc song hien dgi gay nen su roi logn than kinh 
dang ngdy cdng lan rong. Ben cgnh do, chinh khoa hoc da giup con 
nguai dgt duac quyen kiem sodt thien nhien, nhung cung chinh khoa hoc 
da giup con nguai tgo ra cdng nhieu vu khi giet nguai trang chien tranh. 
Ngdy cdng nhieu quoc gia cgnh tranh vai nhau sdn xudt ra trang thiet bj 
chien tranh. Nhung trong nhung truang hap nay loi lam khong thugc ve 
khoa hoc ma thuoc ve con nguai da su dung sai lam nhung phdt minh 
khoa hoc. 

Khoa hoc duac cdng nhdn la luc luang tri thuc then chot cua ky 
nguyen hien dgi ngdy nay. 

11. THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF A CITIZEN 

Almost every modern state, especially a democracy ', allows its 
citizens several rights 2 ; but in return, it expects its citizens to perform 
certain duties. 

Among the rights enjoyed by the citizen in a democracy are the right 
to pursue his own affairs as he prefers;- the right to express his views, 



however silly they may appear to others, and the right to move about as 
he pleases. The citizen is considered so important that his rights are 
protected by the law of the state, and whenever they are infringed 3 , he 
can secure redress 4 . 

But in a totalitarian 5 state, the rights of the citizen are so restricted that 
he has practically no freedom. The citizen is supposed to exist for the 
state. His interests are always subordinated 6 to those of the state. Thus, 
his duties exceed his rights. 

Even in a democracy, however, the citizen is expected to exercise his 
rights within the limits of the law. He should not do or say anything that 
may affect the rights of others. In exercising his right to act as he pleases, 
for example, he should not try to elope with another man's wife or say 
anything slanderous 7 about her or anyone. In the same way, his actions 
should not cause injury or damage to any individual or his property. He 
cannot kill as he pleases. If his conduct infringes the rights of others, 
then those who have been affected by his misconduct 8 could take legal 
action against him and he will be punished according to the law of the 
state. In this way, the state protects its citizens and their rights from the 
thoughtlessness 9 of any individual in the state. This means, of course, 
that every citizen in the state is expected to do his duty to his fellow 
citizens. 

The citizen is also expected to give his services for the protection of 
the state in times of war, and to maintain law and order in his state, at all 
times. 

Thus, every citizen who is conscious 10 of his rights should also be 
conscious of his duties to the state and his fellow citizens. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. democracy [di'rrokrasi] (n) nen dan chu; che do dan chu 

2. rights [raits] (n) cac quyen Idi 

3. infringe [in'frind3] (v) xam pham, vi pham 

4. redress [ri'dres] (n) si/ sua sai, stfuon nin; sit den bu, si/bdi 

thifdng 

5. totalitarian [,t9utaeli'te9rian] (adj) cut quyen, chuyen che 

6. subordinated to [s3*bD:dinat] (v) lam cho phu thuoc vao 

7. slanderous ['sla:ndaras] (adj) vu khong; phi bang 
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8. misconduct [mis'londakt] (n) hanh vi sal trai 

9. thoughtlessness [*8D:tlisnis] (n) sttvo y that; nong can, hdi heft 

10. conscious ['konjas] (adj) bii't duttc, nhan ra, co y th&c 

Quyen lot va nghia vu cua cong dan 

Hdu nhu moi mot quoc gia Men dai, dac biet la mot quae gia dan chit, 
deu cho phep cong dan co nhung quyen lai nhdt dinh; nhung nguac lai 
nha nuac cung yeu cdu cong dan thi hanh nhung bdn phdn cua mink 

Trong so ede quyen lai ma cong dan cua mot quoc gia dan chu duac 
huang thu, co bao gom quyen theo duoi nhung viec anh ta thich, quyin 
duac bay to ede quan diem cua minh du cho chiing nghe co ve nga ngdn 
di nua, yd quyen duac di lai tuy thick Nguai cong dan rat duac ton 
trong den muc ede quyen lai cua cong dan duac luat phdp nhd nuac bao 
ve, vd bdt ky luc ndo nhung. quyen nay bi vi pham nguai cong dan co thi 
yeu cdu boi thuang. 

Nhung trong mot quoc gia dpc tdi, ede quyen lai cua cong dan bi han 
che nhieu den noi tren thyc te anh ta chang co chut tu do ndo. nguai 
cong dan duac xem Id phdi ton tai vi nhd nuac. Cdc lai ich cua anh ta 
ludn bi xem nhe so vai lai ich cua nhd nuac. Nhu vdy, nghia vu cua cong 
dan vuat qua quyen lai cua ho. 

Tuy nhien ngay cd trong che do dan chu nguai cong dan vin phdi sic 
dung quyen lai cua mjnh trong giai han cua phdp luat. Anh ta khong 
duac lam hay noi dieu gi anh huang den quyen lai cua nguai khde. 
Chang han trong khi sit dung quyen duac lam nhung gi minh muon, anh 
ta khong duac co gang tan tinh va nguai khdc hay vu khong co ta hoac 
bat ky nguai ndo khdc. Tuong tu, nhung hanh dong cua anh ta khong 
duac gay thuang tich hay ton hai den bdt ky cd nhan ndo cung nhu tdi 
sdn cua ho. Neu anh ta vi pham quyen lai cua nguai khdc thi nhung 
nguai bi anh huang bai hanh vi sai trai cua anh ta cd thi nha den luat 
phdp xet xic anh ta va anh ta se bi trung tri theo phdp luat nhd nuac. 
Bang each ndy t nhd nuac bao vi cdc cong dan va quyen lai cita ho khoi 
su- vd y thicc cua bdt ky cdc cd nhan ndo trong ddt nuac. Duong nhien 
dieu nay cd nghia la moi cong dan trong nuac phdi thuc Men nghia vu 
cua minh vai nhung cong dan khdc. 

Nguai cong dan cung duac yeu cdu thuc hien nghia vu bao ve to qudc 
trong chien tranh, duy tri trdt tu vd luat phdp trong moi thai diem. 
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VI the max cong dan hieu biet ve quyen lai rung nen hieu biet ve nghia 
vu cua minh doi v&i quae gia va ede cong dan khde. 

12. THE MOST IMPORTANT DAY IN MY LIFE 

The most important day in my life was the day when my parents decided 
to send me to school. 

I was then about seven years old. I had been playing with the children 
living around my house for some years. I had no thought of ever going to 
school. I enjoyed playing to catch fish from the shallow streams near by. 
Sometimes we went to the forest to catch birds and squirrels ', and I had 
always thought that life would continue to be the same for me. But, one 
day, to my great sorrow, my parents suddenly announced that I was no 
longer to play about and that I was to go t6 a school. 

Words can hardly describe how sad I felt at the thought or having to 
go to a school. I had often heard that school teachers were very strict and 
cruel. I had also been told that there were many difficult subjects to learn 
in school, and I could not bear the thought of being compelled to learn 
them. But everything had been decided for me and I had no choice but to 
go to school. 

Soon after I was admitted to school, however, I discovered to my 
great joy that learning in school was a pleasure. I began to learn about 
the people and other wonderful things spread throughout the world. The 
teachers were very kind and friendly and they often told many interesting 
stories. The subjects that they taught were also very interesting. As a 
result of 2 all this, I began to take a keen interest in my lessons and I no 
longer wanted to waste my time playing about. 

Today, I am older and I am in a secondary school, learning more and 
more about the world around us. The knowledge that I have gained has 
enriched my mind and I have a better understanding of human problems. 
I am also able to speak the English language with some ease 3 , and I know 
that my knowledge of English will prove of great value in all my future 
activities. I also know that if I can pass all my examinations, I wall some 
day occupy an important position in some profession. I might even 
become a minister 4 in the government of my country or a well-known 
person in some way. 

Therefore, when I now think of the day when my parents arrived at 
the decision to send me to school, I am filled with love for them. That 
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was indeed the most important day in my life, a day which has changed 
the whole course of my life. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. squirrel ['skwiral] (n) con soc 

2. as a result of [aez s ri'zAlt av] do, vi 

3. ease [i:z] (n) stfde dang; stfthoai mai 

4. minister ['minista] (n) Bo trif&ng 

Ngay quan trpng nhfit trong cupc ddi tdi 

Ngdy quan trong nhdt trong dai tdi la ngay ba me tdi quyet dinh gai tdi 
den truang. Luc do tdi len bay. Tdi da rong choi vai nam v&i cdc tri em 
quanh nha. Tdi chua bao gia nghi den viec di hoc. Tdi thich choi cdu cd 
trong con suoi can nude gdn do, Ddi khi chung tdi vao rung bat chim vd 
sdc t vd tdi ludn nghi rang cuoc dai se mai nhu the. The nhtmg vao m$t 
ngay no, that buon cho tdi, cha me tdi bat nga tuyen bo rang tdi khdng 
dugc rong choi nita ma phdi den truang. 

Khdng cd tu ndo dien td ndi buon cua tdi khi phdi di hoc. Tdi thuang 
nghe rdng cdc thay gido a truang rat nghiem khac vd du tan. Tdi cung 
nghe ndi rdng cd nhieu mdn hoc rat khd a truang vd tdi khdng tdi ndo 
ch\u dugc y nghi rang minh bi budc phdi hoc chung. Nhung moi viec da 
dinh sdn cho tdL Tdi khdng con su lua chpn ndo khdc ngodi vi?c den 
truang. 

Tuy nhien, chdng bao \au sau khi ung thudn di hoc, tdi vui suang thdy 
rang di hoc that la thu vi. Tdi bat dau hoc ve con nguai vd nhung diiu ky 
dieu khdc dang dien ra trin khdp the giai. Cdc thdy gido rat tot byng vd 
than mat, ho thuang ke nhieu cdu chuyen ly thu. Vi the tdi bdt ddu yiu 
thich cdc bdi hoc vd khdng con muon phi thai gian rong choi nua. 

Gia day tdi da lan han vd Id mot hoc sinh trung hoc dang hoc ngay 
cdng nhieu ve the giai xung quanh chung ra. Nhunf> kien thuc tdi thu 
lucrm dugc lam phong pM tri oc tdi vd tdi da hiiu biet nhieu han ve cdc 
van di cua nhdn loai. Tdi cung cd the ndi tieng Anh luu lodt, va tdi biet 
rang kiin thuc tieng Anh cua tdi se cd fid tri trong cuoc sdng tuang lai 
cua minh. Tdi cung biet rang neu tdi do tot cd cdc ky thi, mot ngdy ndo 
dd tdi se giu mgt vi tri quan trong trong mot ngdnh nghe nao dd. Biet 
ddu tham chi tdi se tra thdnh mgt bo truang trong chinh quyen nha nuac 
hay mot nhdn vat ndi tieng trong mot linh vuc ndo do. 
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V7 the nghi ve cdi ngay ba me quyet dinh giti tdi den hpc du&ng, trong 
tdi tran ngap yeu thuong. Do thuc su la ngay ddng nha nhdt trong cuqc 
dai tdi, do la ngay da thay doi toan bo cupc d&i tdi. 

13. THE SUBJECT I CONSIDER MOST IMPORTANT 

Of all the subjects that I study in school, I think that English is the most 
important subject. It is mainly through the English language that we gain 
access to the various 1 sources of knowledge. 

English is a language which is spoken and understood by many 
people in most countries of the world. It is, in fact, the most important 
means of communication among the various countries of the world. 
Knowledge of new discoveries and inventions in one country is 
transmitted 2 to other countries through English for the benefit of the 
world. In this way English helps to spread knowledge and progress 3 . 

It is true, however, that in the modern age, the study of Science and 
Mathematics too should be considered very important. Science has 
conferred 4 many benefits in man. But it requires little thought to realise 
that scientific principles cannot be understood well without a good 
knowledge of a language. And, though other languages such as German 
and Russian are important in the world of Science, it is English that plays 
the most important role 5 in spreading scientific knowledge. There is in 
fact no branch of study that has not been communicated in English. The 
original writings of great scientists, economists, philosophers 6 , 
psychologists 7 and others who did not speak and write the English 
language have all been translated into English. Therefore, one who has a 
good knowledge of English has access to all the sources of information. 

Further, as the English language is used by people of different lands 
and cultures, it has become very rich. It contains so many words, ideas 
and thoughts that a good knowledge of English enriches the mind and 
enables one to express oneself well. It also helps one to think better and 
to understand the people of other lands. It is for all these reasons that I 
consider English the most important subject in school. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. various [Veariss] (adj) khac nhau, thuoc ve nhieu ioai; da dang 

2. transmit [traenz'mit] (v) truyen di (qua cac phWdng tien thong tin 

dai chung) 
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3. progress ['praugres] (n) sit tien bo; si/ tien then, si/phat then 

4. confer [kan'fa:] (v) trao, tang; ban bac, hoi y, hoi y kien 

5. role [raul] (n) chut nang, vai tro 

6. philosopher [fi'bsafsCr)] (n) nha Met hoc; Met gia 

7. psychologist [sai'lol3d3fst] (n) nha tarn ly hoc 

Mon hoc toi cho la quan trong nhdt 

Trong tdt cd car mdn hoc & tru&ng, toi nghi rang tieng Anh la quan 
trong nhdt. Chu yeu nha thong qua tieng Anh ma chung ta co the tiep 
can nhieu nguon kien thuc da dang. 

Tieng Anh la ngon ngtt duac noi va hieu bai rat nhieu ngudi dang 
song tax phdn Ion cdc quoc gia tren the gi&i. Tren thuc te tieng Anh Id 
phieong tien giao tiep quan trong nhdt giua nhieu quoc gia khdc nhau 
tren the gi&i. Kien thuc ve nhung phdt minh vd khdm phd m&i trong mot 
nuac duac truyen sang cdc nuac khdc thong qua tieng Anh de mang lai 
iai ich cho cong dong the gi&i. Bang each nay tieng Anh gop phdn truyen 
bd kien thuc va su tien bo. 

Tuy nhien, hodn todn dung khi cho rang trong ky nguyen hien dai, 
viec nghien cuu Khoa hoc va Todn cung nin duac xem trong. Khoa hoc 
da ban cho lodi ngudi nhieu ich lot Nhung khong can suy nghi cung 
nhdn thdy rang nguai ta khong the hieu biet cdc nguyen ly khoa hoc ma 
khong co kien thuc ve ngon ngu. Va mac du cdc ngon ngu khdc nhu tieng 
Due vd tieng Nga cung quan trong trong gi&i khoa hoc, nhung chinh 
tieng Anh chiem giu vai tro quan trong nhdt trong viec truyen bd kien 
thuc khoa hoc. 

That vdy, khong co nganh nghien cuu ndo ma khong lien quan den 
tieng Anh. Tat cd nhung cong trlnh nghien cuu nguyen ban cua cdc nha 
khoa hoc, kinh te hoc, triet hoc, tdm ly hoc vi dai deu da duac dich sang 
tieng Anh. Vi the nhung ai hieu biet ve tieng Anh cd the tiep can duac 
moi nguon thdng tin. 

Han nua vi duac su dung bai nhieu nguai cua nhieu ddt nu&c vd nen 
van hoa khdc nhau tieng Anh tr& nen rat phong phu. No bao gom rat 
nhieu tic ngu, y kien va tu tuang, cho nen mot su hieu biet sau sac ve 
tieng Anh se lam phong phu tri tue vd giup ta dien dat y tuang cua minh 
tot han. No cung giup ta suy nghi tot hon vd hieu biet ve con nguai cua 
nhung ddt nu&c khdc. V&i tat cd nhung ly do nay toi cho rang tieng Anh 
la mon hoc quan trong nhdt & tru&ng. 



14. AN INCIDENT I SHALL NEVER FORGET 

Certain incidents ' so impress us that they leave an indelible 2 mark on our 
memory. I was once involved in an incident of which I shall always have 
vivid 3 recollections. 

The incident occurred when I visited a village in India together with 
my parents, sometime during my holidays last year. 

Early in the morning on the day the incident occurred, I was talking 
with a few of my new friends in that village. All of a sudden 4 , a boy of 
my age came rushing towards us to break the news that violence had 
broken out in the neighbourhood. Alarmed at this news, we began to 
protect ourselves, and before long the violence spread like wild fire 
throughout our area. 

I was a little confused 5 at first for I had no idea about the cause of the 
outbreak of violence there. One of my friends told me that the area had 
been notorious 6 for such occurrence owing to 7 rivalry 8 between two 
parties. Each party tried to destroy the influence of the other in that area, 
and the bad blood that existed between them had caused several deaths 
and great misery to innocent people for a long time. Official influence 
could not be exercised effectively in this area owing to its remoteness 9 
from the centres of authority. The members of the rival parties therefore 
enjoyed almost complete freedom of action. The police arrived only 
when there was news of violence, and often long after the damage has 
been done. 

While I was listening to this account of facts and events, the situation 
suddenly took an ugly turn. A man who had been standing a short 
distance away from us ran into his house most unexpectedly, and within 
minutes his house was ablaze 10 . My friends and I then ran towards his 
house to put out the fire; but we were stopped by a few burly men who 
were holding lethal weapons 11 in their hands. They threatened to kill if 
we offered any help to anyone. One of them had even struck me on my 
head with a stick. We realised instantly that we were no match for them 
an <3 that discretion was the better part of valour 12 . We therefore decided 
to proceed no further. 

Soon the fire from that house began to spread and several houses were 
burning. There were frantic 13 cries for help. Men, women and children 
were running in all directions in their desparate 14 attempts to save 
whatever they could from the fire, in spite of the interference of the 
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gangsters. A few of the unfortunate ones were burned to death, including 
the man who had set fire to his own house. We then concluded 15 that the 
man must have been so disgusted 16 with what we had seen for so long 
that he had no more desire to live, and this was his way of putting an end 
to himself. It was indeed a pathetic sight. 

Then, after several hours, the police arrived when more than a quarter 
of the village had already been burned to ashes. They asked us several 
questions to find out if we had ourselves participated in the violence. As 
I was foreigner who would be leaving that village the following day, I 
had the courage to answer all their questions and to point out the men 
who had threatened to kill us. Those men were then arrested together 
with other suspects. 

Early next morning, my parents and I left the village with no more 
desire to re-visit this place; but my memory of this incident will remain 
fresh forever. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. incident ['insidant] (n) bien co 

2. indelible [in'delibl] (adj) khong the got sach, khong the ti'y sach, 

con vet ma i 

3. vivid [Vivid] (adj) song dgng, manh me 

4. all of a sudden [d:I av a 'sAdn] bit thinh linh; mot each bat ngd 

5. confused [kan'fju:zd] (adj) boi roi, lung tung, ngWdng 

6. notorious [nau'tD:rias] (adj) khet tieng; co tieng xau 

7. owing to ['auin. ta] (adj) do vi f bdi vi 

8. rivalry [Yaivalri] (h) st/kinh djch, sifdua tai, sifganh dua 

9. remoteness [ri'mautnis] (n) sifxa xoi, heo lanh 

10. ablaze [a'bleiz] (adj) rt/cchay, boc chay 

11. lethal weapons ['li:9al 'wepan] vu khi chit ngitdi 

12. discretion was the better part of valour lieu linh dung cho thi mdi 
dang lieu linh 

13. frantic ['freentik] (adj) dien cuong, dlen ro 

14. desperate ['desparit] (adj) tuyet vong; lieu mang, lieu linh 

15. conclude [kan'klu:d] kit luan 

16. disgusted [dis'gAstid] (adj) chan ghet, phan no 
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Mot Men cd tdi khdng bao gift quen 

Co nhung su viec ma an twang ve chung manh me den mire de lai ddu an 
khong thi xda nhda trong ky uc chung ta. Mot Ian tdi da chung kien mQt 
sir ki$n ma ky ire vi nd van max song dong trong tdi 

Sir viec xdy ra khi tdi viing thdm mot lang que An Do cung voi bo me 
tdi trong ky nghi nam ngodi. 

Vdo budi sang s&m ngay xdy ra cdu chuy?n, tdi dang trd chuyen v&i 
vdi ngudi ban mai trong lang. Bong nhien, mQt dira con trai trqc tudi tdi 
chay vi phia chung tdi bdo tin rang bao dong da xdy ra a viing Idn can. 
Duoc bdo dong, chung tdi bat ddu tu ve vd chdng bao lau cuqc bgo d<png 
da tan nhanh nhu lira chdy qua viing chung tdi. 

Thoat ddu tdi hoi bdi rdi vi khong biet nguyen nhdn nd ra bao d$ng a 
do. Mot nguai ban cho tdi biet rang vung nay khet tieng ve nhung su vi$c 
nhu thi do su thu nghich giita hai dang phdi. Dang nay cd gang triet ha 
dnh hu&ng cua dang kia trong khu vuc va su mdu thudn giita ho da lam 
mot so nguai thiet mqng va gay ra su bat hanh cho nhung nguai vd t$i 
trong mot thai gian ddi. Nhung dnh huang cua chlnh quyen khdn$ cd 
hieu qua a viing nay bdi nd qua xa ede trung tarn quyen luc. Cdc phdn tu 
cua hai dang phdi thu nghich vi the hdu nhu duac tu do hoat dong. Cdnh 
sdt chi xuat hien khi cd tin tuc ve vu bao dong vd thuang la rat lau sau 
khi cdc thiet hai da xdy ra. 

Trong khi tdi lang nghe gidi thich ve tin tire vd su viec nay, tlnh the da 
bong chuyen sang mot buac ngoat nguy hiem. Mot nguai dan dng dung 
each chung tdi khong xa bong chay vdo nhd, vd chi trong vdi phut ngdi 
nhd cua dng ta bde lira. Cdc ban tdi vd tdi chay ve phia ngdi nhd de dap 
tdt lira, nhung chung tdi bi ngdn can bdi nhung ngudi dan dng luc luang 
mang vu khi giit nguai trong toy. Ho doa se giet chung tdi neu chung tdi 
giup do bat ky nguai nao. Mot nguai trong so ho thgm chi da dung gay 
ddnh vdo ddu tdi. Ngay lap tire chung tdi thdy minh khdng phdi la ddi thu 
cua ho, dong thai cung nhdn ra rang lieu linh luc nay la khdng thich 
hap. VI thi chung tdi quyit dinh khdng tien them buac nao nua. 

Trong phiit choc lira tu ngdi nhd chdy lan ra vd vdi ngdi nhd khdc 
cung bi chdy. Day do vang len nhung tieng keu ciru dien cudng. Dan 
dng, dan bd vd tre em chay tan loan trong su nd luc tuyet vong de ciru 
lay bat cu cdi gi cd the tu ngon lira bat ke su can thiep cua nhung ten 
con dd. MQt vdi nguai rui ro bi thieu cho den chet, trong so do cd nguai 
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dan ong del dot nha minh. Sau dd chung toi ket ludn rdng hdn la nguai 
dan ong do vi qua ghe torn vai nhung gl chung toi dd chung kiin trong 
mot thai gian dai den noi ong ta khong mudn sdng ntta va day la each 
ong ket thuc cuoc dai ong. That la mot canh twang bi thuang. 

R6i sau do vai gia canh sdt xudt hien khi han mot phdn tu ngoi long 
da chdy ra tro. Ho cMt vdn chung toi de xem chung toi co tham du vao 
cuoc bao dong hay khong. Vi la mot nguai ngoai qudc se rai lang vao 
ngciy horn sau, toi da can dam tra lai tdt cd cac cdu hoi va didm mat 
nhung ke da de doa giet chung toi. Nhung nguai nay bi bdt giu cung vai 
nhung nguai bi tinh nghi khde. 

Sdng sam horn sau, bd me toi va toi tarn Met ngdi lang ma khong 
mong tra lai; nhung ky uc vi sir ki$n nay se mai mai khong phai ma 
trong tdi. 

15- THE VALUE OF MUSIC IN THE HAPPINESS 

OF MAN 

Music has always been a source of happiness to all men on the earth. 
From their primitive days, men's love of music has led them to make 
instruments' of all descriptions to produce beautiful music for their 
enjoyment and happiness. 

Without music the world would indeed be a very dull place to live in. 
Even nature is full of music. There is music in the movements of the 
winds, the sea, as well as the trees; there is music in the calls of the birds, 
flies and insects and also in the flight of the birds and animals. It is from 
all these things that, men have learnt to a ppreciate 2 the value of music. 
The same things have also taught men how to produce music from the 
simplest of things such as sticks, bamboos, and animal horns. Men make 
many kinds of flutes 3 with bamboos which produce beautiful music. 

That music is very important for men's happiness is hard to deny. 
Music removes men's depression and fills them with gladness. It is for 
this reason that music is played even in hospitals to cheer up the sick 
people. 

As music has the capacity 4 to make men happy, it contributes greatly 
to men's success in life. A happy man is a good and hard worker. He 
works happily among people and .earns the good-will or all around. 



58 



People like to associate 5 with him and to employ him in all kinds of 
work. Thus, he leads a happy and successful life. 

The value of music in the happiness of man is therefore great. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. instrument ['instrumant] (n) nhac cu 

2. appreciate [a'pri: fieit] danh gia dung, danh gia cao, hieu rd gia tri, 

thttdng thut 

3. flute [flu : t] (n) dng sao 

4. capacity [ks'paesiti] (n) co kha nang 

5. associate [e'saufiit] (v) ketgiao; giao thiep 

Gid tr\ cua dm nhac trong niem vui con ngwdi 

Am nhac ludn ludn la nguon hanh phuc cho moi hguai tren trdi ddt nay. 
Tie thud ban so, long say me dm nhac da khien con ngudi sang tao nhung 
nhac cu du loal de tao ra dm dim tuyet vai mang lai thich thu va hanh 
phuc cho minh, 

Khong co dm nhac the gi&i thuc su tro thanh noi cu ngu buon te. 
Ngay ca thien nhien cung trdn day dm nhac. Co tieng du ducmg trong 
nhung chuyen dong cua gid, cua bien ca cung nhu cua cay xanh. Co dm 
dieu reo rat trong tieng hot cua chim choc, tieng vo ve cua ruoi muoi va 
con trung cung nhu dm thanh trong tieng vo cdnh bay di hay chay nhdy 
cua chim va thu rung. 

Tit do con ngudi da biet cam nhan gid tri cua dm nhac Cung chinh 
nhung dm thanh do da giup con ngudi tao ra am nhac tir nhung dung cu 
tho so nhdt nhu gay, tre va sung dong vat. Con ngu&i da che tao ra 
nhieu loai sao bang tre phdt ra nhung dm thanh du ducmg. 

Kho ma phu nhan rang nhac rat quan trong voi hanh phuc con ngudi. 
Am nhac xoa diu noi buon cua con ngudi va lam ho trdn day niem vui. 
Do la ly do tai sao dm nhac duoc su dung trong benh vi$n di khich le 
tinh than benh nhdn. 

Vi dm nhac c6 the lam cho con ngudi hanh phuc, no gop phdn quan 
trong cho su thanh cong cita con ngudi trong cuoc song. Mpt ngudi hanh 
phuc la mot ngudi lam viec tot va sieng nang. Anh ta lam viec giira moi 
ngudi va ludn duoc moi ngudi yeu men. Ngudi ta thich kit ban vdi anh 
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ta, thick thue anh ta lam moi cong viec. VI the cuoc song cua anh ta ludn 
sung sucmg va thanh cdng. 

Tom lai dm nhac cd gid tri to l&n trong hank phuc con nguai. 

16. THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 
OF THE CINEMA 

The influence that the cinema exerts on the minds of those who visit it is 
at once beneficial and harmful. 

Today, there is a cinema in almost every town. The cinema provides 
so much entertainment ' that few people fail to visit it. One or the reasons 
for the popularity of the cinema is that, it entertains 2 all types or people, 
young and old, literate and illiterate 3 . Because it is so popular, it must 
exercise some influence on those whom it attracts. 

The films shown in the cinema are often very instructive and 
informative. Almost every film shows something about the activities and 
customs of the people in other lands. By seeing such films, one learns a 
lot about human activities. One also gains a better understanding of 
people of the world. 

Further, some films show the battles that were fought in the past. 
They also sometimes show very vividly how man has struggled 4 through 
the centuries to remove discomfort from his life. In this way, some films 
have given many people an insight into the past. Even illiterate people 
have benefited from such films. What they cannot acquire 5 from books 
owing to their inability to read, they can acquire from films. School 
students, too, often benefit from a visit to the cinema. What they see and 
hear in the cinema makes a better impression on their minds than only 
the spoken words or their teachers. For example, a teacher of history can 
hardly describe a battle scene to his students as vividly as a film does. 
For all these reasons, the cinema is often regarded 6 as an important 
means of spreading knowledge. 

It must be admitted, however, that some films have exerted an evil 
influence on many people. Films which show the activities of criminals 
have encouraged many youths to commit 7 acts or crime. Other films, too, 
such as those dealing with sex and other natural weaknesses 8 of man, 
have corrupted 9 the morals 10 of many people. As a result, the 
governments of many countries have been compelled to interfere in the 
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display , and production of certain films. Yet, the cinema continues to 
retain its popularity. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. entertainment [,ent9'teinm9nt] (n) sitgiai tri, st/tieu khien 

2. entertain [,enta'tein] (v) phuc vu 

3. literate ['litarit] (adj) cd hoc; biet doc biet viet 

illiterate [i'literit] (adj) mu chit, that hoc 

4. struggle ['strAgl] (v) dau tranh 

5. acquire [9'kwaia] (v) difdc, gianh difdc, thu ditdc 

6. regard [ri'ga:d] (v) col nhtf, xem nhit 

7. commit [ka'mit] (v) pham phai, can pham vao 

8. weakness ['whknis] (n) diem yeu, nhuVcdiem, khuyet diem, loi 

lam 

9. corrupt [ka'rApt] (v) lam bang hoai, lam cho do/ bai 

10. morals ['moral] (n. plu.) dao dut, du'c hanh, pham hanh 

Cdc iru diim va khuyet diem cua rap chiiu phim 

Nhimg dnh hu&ng ma rgp chieu phim tdc dpng den tu tuang cua cdc 
khdn gid den xem vita cd l<?i cung vita cd hai. 

Ngdy nay hdu nhu thanh pho, thi trdn ndo cung cd rap chieu bong. 
Rap chieu bong mang lai sy gidi tri to lorn den ndi khong mdy ai chita 
titng den rap de xem phim. Mot trong nhitng ly do lam cho rgp chieu 
bong ditoc ita thich Id vi day la phitang ti$n gidi tri cua moi ngudi dan, 
du gid hay tre, tri thicc hay that hQC. Vi phim dnh khd phd biin> no co tdc 
dpng den nhitng ngudi thich xem phim. 

Nhitng bp phim duprc chieu a rap thucmg cd tinh chat truyen bd kien 
thttc vd thdng tin. Hdu nhu moi bp phim deu ki chuyen ve nhitng sinh 
hoat t phong tyc cua con ngudi a nhitng xu sa khdc. Bang cdch xem 
phim y ngudi ta hpc duac rat nhieu ve sinh hoat con ngudi. Ngudi ta cung 
co the hieu nhieu hem ve cdc dan tdc tren the gidi. 

Hon nua t cd nhitng phim ke ve cdc cupc chiin tranh trong qud khii. 
Nhieu bp phim ke Igi mot cdch rat sinh dpng cupc ddu tranh cua con 
ngudi qua hang thi ky di cdi thien ddi song cua minh. Bang cdch nay 
phim dnh da cho con ngudi cdi nhin sdu sac vi qud knit. Ngay cd ngudi 
it hpc cung thu duac nhieu Ipi ich khi xem cdc phim nay. Hp cd thi xem 
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phim de nam bat duac nhung dieu ma ho khong doc duac trong sdch vi 
ma chic. Hoc sinh, sinh vien cung hoc duac nhieu dieu bo ich sau khi xem 
phim. Tat ca nhung dieu ho nghe vd thdy trong phim cd an tuang sau 
dam trong tri tuang cua ho Hon bat ky bai gidng nao cua gido vien. 
Chang han mot gido vien lich sit hdu nhu khong the mieu td cho hoc sinh 
quang cdnh Iran ddnh sinh Song nhu phim dnh. Vi the phim dnh Suae 
xem la mot phuang tien quan trong de truyen bd kien thuc. 

Tuy nhien phdi thua nhdn rang phim dnh da gay ra dnh huang toi loi 
cho nhieu ngwai. Nhung bp phim ve ede hoat dong toi pham Sd khuyen 
khich nhieu thanh nien pham phdp. Nhibig bo phim khdc ve tinh due vd 
ban ndng yeu duoi cua con ngwai da lam suy doi dao due cua khd nhieu 
nguai. Vi vqy chinh quyen cua nhieu nuac da buoc phdi can thiep vao 
viec sdn xudt vd trinh chieu phim dnh. Du vdy, rap chieu phim van tiep 
tuc duy tri Suae tinh dai chung cua minh. 

17. DESCRIBE SOME OF THE INTERESTING 
PLACES IN YOUR COUNTRY 

Though my country is small, yet there are many places of interest spread 
throughout the country. 

In the southern most part of the country, where the state of Johore 
lies, there are some very interesting and beautiful places. In Kota Tinggi, 
for example, there are beautiful waterfals 1 which are visited by many 
people everyday. Then, there is Johore Lama, a place of great historical 
interest. In Johore Bahru, there is a beautiful beach which is visited daily 
by several people who love the sea. In Batu Pahat, another town in 
Johore, is Minyak Buku, an interesting place on the coast. 

As we go towards the north, we arrive at Malacca, the oldest town 
that the Europeans occupied 2 in Malaya in the past. The influences of the 
Portuguese and the Dutch can still be seen in many of the buildings there. 

Further north lies Port Dickson which is well known for its beautiful 
beaches. 

In Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Malaysia, there are many places of 
interest such as Batu Caves, the zoo and the museum. The city itself is an 
interesting place to visit. 

Another beautiful town is Penang, situated 3 on an island. The sea 
around it makes it the most beautiful town in the country. 
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Finally, the paddy fields 4 in the northern most parts of the country are 
also very beautiful and interesting to look at. On the east coast of the 
country too there are some beautiful towns such as Kuantan and Kuala 
Trenganu. All these places have indeed made my country an interesting 
place to live in. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. waterfall [ l WD:tefb:l] (n) thac nude 

2. occupy ['Dkjupai] (v) chiem dong, chiem imh, chiem cu 1 

3. situate ['sitjueit] (v) nam, xay dttng d 

4. paddy field ['paadi fi:id] (n) ruong lua; canh dong trong lua 

Mo td mot mi noi ly thu & ddt nir&c cua ban 

Du chi la mot quoc gia nho be nhung tren khap ddt nude tdi c6 rat nhieu 
thdng canh, 

O vung cue nam cua ddt^ nude, nari co tieu bang Johore, cd rat nhiSu 
canh sac dep de va thu vL 6 Kota Tinggi chang han co nhung thac nude 
tuyet vdi ma hang ngay co rat nhieu du khdeh den chiem ngudng. Sau do 
la Johore Lama, mot thdng canh lich sic noi tieng. O Johore Bahru co 
mot bai bien dep ma nhieu ngudi yeu bien thudng ghe den mdi ngay. O 
Batu Pahau mot thi trdn khdc cua Johore, cd Minyak Baku, mot phong 
9 canh ly thu vung duyen hdi 

Ve phia bde chung ta den Malacca, thi trdn co xua nhdt ma ngudi 
chdu Au da chiem dong tai Malaya trudc day. Cd thi thdy tren ede tod 
nhd d day dau an sau dam cua ngudi Bo Dao Nha va Ha Lan. 

Xa hem vephia bde Id cdng Dickson noi tiing vdi nhung bai biin dep. 

O Kuala Lumpur thu do Malayxia cd nhieu thdng canh nhu hang 
dong Batu, vudn thu va vien bdo tang. Ngay chfnh thanh pho nay cung la 
mot nai thu vi cho du khdeh tham quan. 

Mot thi trdn xinh dep khdc Id Penang, tog lac tren mot hon dao. Vung 
bien quanh dao giup cho Penang trd thanh thanh pho d?p nhdt cua ddt 
nude. 

r 

^ Cudi cung la nhung canh dong lua d vung cue bde cua dat nude, tao 
nen canh quan dep mat va hdp dan. Tai vung biin phia dong cua ddt 
nude cung co mot vdi thi trdn xinh dep nhu Kuantan va Kuala Trenganu. 
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Tat cd nhung thing canh nay that su lam cho ddt nuac chung toi tra 
thanh mot vung ddt tuyet von de sinh song. 

18. WHAT CAREER WOULD YOU LIKE TO CHOOSE 
AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL 

Today, it is not easy to choose a career '. Hundreds of students pass 
various examinations every year and compete with one another for 
positions in the various professions which are not so many as there are 
a pplicants 2 . 1 would, however, like to choose teaching as my career. 

Teaching is an interesting career for several reasons. As a teacher I 
can learn many things, especially if I teach to an upper-secondary 
school 3 . If I teach History or English, for example, I have to read many 
books to make my teaching lessons more interesting to my pupils. Thus, 
I can acquire more knowledge of the subjects that I teach than what I can 
learn from the class text books. It is indeed a fact that a teacher learns a 
lot from the class text books; but that is hardly enough to make the 
teacher's lessons interesting to pupils. A good teacher must therefore read 
many other books. 

Again, as a teacher, I have to speak well so that my pupils will be able 
to understand my instructions well. In this way I can improve my powers 
of expression. Even my pronunciation 4 of words will improve to great 
extent. 

Further, as a teacher, I shall have enough leisure 5 to read and prepare 
for various examinations. It is possible today to sit for many important 
examinations by studying entirely 6 at home. Thus, I can acquire 
important qualifications 7 . 

Finally, as a teacher I will be respected 8 as an educated person. People 
will assume 9 that I have certain qualifications and show their regard for 
me and the opinions that I express. Thus, I shall be able to live a happy 
life. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. career [ks'ris] (n) nghS nghiip; st/nghiep 

2. applicant ['aeplikant] (n) ngWcfi xin viec 

3. upper-secondary school |>pa 'sekandri sku:l] trif&ng trung hoc pho 

thong, cap ba 
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4. pronunciation [prs^Ansi'ei/n] (n) st/phat.am, each phatam 

5. leisure ['Ie3a]'(n) thdi gian nhan rot 

7. entirely [in'taisli] (adv) hoan toan, toan ven, tron ven 

7. qualification CkwDlifl'kei/n] (n) kha nang chuyen mon, trinh tig 

chuyen mon, tieu chuan chuyen mon; van bing, hoc vi, chCtng 
chi 

8. respect [ri'spekt] (v) kmh trgng, ton trgng 

9. assume 0'sju:m] (v) cho rang; thCta nhan 

Ban se chon nghe gi sau khi ra trw&ng 

Ngay nay, chon nghe la mot dieu chdng de dang. Hang tram sink vien 
trdi qua nhieu ky thi mdi nam va tranh dua vai nhau di gianh chd trong 
nhieu nganh nghe khdc nhau ma so luang it 6i hem nhiiu so vai so ung 
cu vien. Cdn toi, toi mudn tro thanh mot thay gido. 

Co nhieu ly do de cho rang day hoc la mot nghe thit vi. Lam gido viin 
tdi co the hoc hoi duac nhieu dieu, dac biet neu toi day a mot truang 
trung hoc pho thong. Neu toi day Lich sir hay Anh van chdng han, tdi. 
phdi dgc nhieu sach de bdi gidng tro nen thu vi horn doi vai hoc sinh. 
Nhu vgy tdi se tiep thu duac nhiiu kien thicc ve ede de tdi minh dang day 
han la nhung gi co the dgc qua sdeh gido khoa a lap. Qua thuc khdng 
the phu nhan rang mpt gido vien hgc duac rdt nhieu dieu tic sdeh gido 
khoa ; nhung nhu the van chua du de lam cho bdi hgc hap dan vai hgc 
sinh. Mot gido vien gioi phdi dgc nhieu quyen sdeh khdc nita. 

? Tuang tu, de lam mot gido vien gioi tdi phdi co kha nang diin dat tot 
de hgc sinh co the hiiu dugc nhung chi ddn cua minh. Bang each ndy toi 
co the phdi trien kha nang diin dat cua minh. Ngay cd each phdt dm cita 
toi cung se tot han nhieu. 

Han nua, neu la mot gido vien tdi se co du thai gian rdnh rdi de dgc 
sdeh va on luyen cho nhieu ky thi khdc nhau. Ngdy nay chung ta co the 
hoan toan tu hgc a nha de on luyen cho nhieu ky thi quan trgng. Nhcf vay 
toi co the cd nhung bang cap quan trgng. 

Cudi cung, khi lam gido vien, tdi se duac kinh trgng nhu mot nguai tn 
thicc. Mgi nguai se cong nhan rdng toi cd nang luc, hg se coi trgng tdi 
cung nhu nhung y kien tdi dua ra. Nhu vay cudc song cua tdi se rdt hanh 
phuc. 
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19. WHY IS AGRICULTURE IMPORTANT IN THE 
WORLD OF TODAY? 

Since the dawn ' of history, agriculture 2 has been one of the important 
means of producing food for human consumption 3 . Today more and 
more lands are being developed for the production of a large variety 
crops. In Asia, vast areas of land are being used to produce rice, wheat, 
rubber and a variety of other crops. More than half of the lands occupied 
and developed by human beings in the world are devoted to agriculture. 

That agriculture is one of the most essential means of producing food 
is realised easily when we think of the types of things that we eat. The 
rice or wheat that we eat comes from the land. Even potatoes and other 
roots or vegetables and even leaves such as tea, as well as the fruits that 
men eat are the products of the soil that covers the earth. In fact, 
everything that we eat, except meat, fish and other kinds of flesh 5 comes 
from the land, and what grows on the land is part of agriculture. Even the 
sugar, oil, coffee and other beverages that we use are products of plants 
that grow on land. In the same way, many of the medicines that we use 
are made of plants that grow in various parts of the world. The tobacco 
that we use for relaxation also comes from a plant. 

Thus, it can be easily observed that without agriculture we would be 
almost without food. It is true, however, that in the remote 6 past men did 
live mainly on flesh that he obtained by hunting. But such a kind of life 
was unhappy and inconvenient 7 , for animals were not found everywhere 
easily. Therefore, men turned to agriculture for his livelihood 8 . Today, 
agriculture continues to provide almost all the foods that men require to 
survive on the earth. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. dawn [dD:n] (n) bmh minh; buoi dau 

2. agriculture ['aegrikAlt/a] (n) nong nghiep 

3. consumption [ken'sAmp/n] (n) sittieu thu, stftieu dung 

4. variety [va'raiati] (n) nhieu th&, du loai; siS da dang 

5. flesh [fief] (n) thit 

6. remote [ri'maut] (adj) xa xoi, xa xam 

7. inconvenient [ / inlon , vi;nj8nt] (adj) bat tien, thieu tien nghi, phien 

phu'c 
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8. livelihood ['laivlihud] (n) phWdng ke sinh nhai; sinh ke 

Tai sao ngay nay nong nghiep quart trong tren thegi&i 

Ticbuoi binh minh cua lich su, nong nghiep da tra thank phuang Hen sdn 
xudt thyc phdm quan trong cho con nguai tieu thu. Hien nay ngay cang 
co nhieu ddt dai duac y khai khan di sdn xudt nhimg vu mua tan. O chdu 
A nhimg vung ddt menh mdng dang duac su dung di trdng lua gao, lua 
mach, cao su va nhieu hoa mau khdc. Horn mot niia dien tich ddt dai ma 
con ngudi da chiem huu va khai phd tren the giai duac danh de phdt 
trien nong nghiep. 

Tarn quan trong Met yeu cua nong nghiep trong vai trb phuang ti$n 
sdn xudt thuc phdm co the duo-c di dang nhdn ra khi chung ta nghi din 
cdc loai thuc phdm minh thuang an. Lua gao va lua mach chung ta an 
mpc tu dong ruong. Ngay cd khoai tdy hay nhimg loai rau cu khdc t ke cd 
la cdy t nhu la tra, citng nhu cdc loai trdi cay ma cung la sdn phdm cua 
lap ddt baophu be mat trdi ddt. f Tren thuc tl tdt cd nhuny gi chung ta an 
trie thit, cd va nhimg thu thit song khdc deu sinh ra tic ddt dai, va nhimg 
gi moc tren ddt deu la mot phdn cua nong nghiep. Ngay cd duang, ddu, 
cd pheya cdc thuc uong khdc cung deu la sdn phdm cua thuc vat moc 
tren ddt. Tuang tu, nhieu vi thudc chung ta idy tic cdc thuc vat a nhieu 
nai tren the giai. Thudc la ma chung ta diing di thu gian cung lay tic mot 
loai cay. 

Nhu vdy di dang nhdn thdy rang khong cd nong nghiep, chung ta hdu 
nhu cung khong co thuc phdm. Tuy nhien su that Id vdo thai xa xua con 
nguai song chu yeu nha vdo thit dgng vat kiem duac khi sdn ban. Nhung 
mot cuoc song_ nhu the khong sung suang vd thodi mdi bai vi khong phdi 
a ddu cung di dang tim thdy thu vat. VI vdy con nguai chuyen sang nong 
nghiep de nudi song ban than ho. Ngay nay, nong nghiep tiep tuc cung 
cap phdn lan thuc phdm can thiit cho su ton tai cua loai nguai tren trdi 
ddt. 

20. A HEROIC DEED 

The story of man is full of heroic deeds 1 . One of the acts of heroism that 
I have seen myself was that of my uncle, who was attacked by a huge 
tiger while we were in our plantation 2 , one day. 

My uncle, a young and well-built 3 man, and I had left our home early 
in the morning to do some work in the plantation. When we reached 
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there, we could hear some dogs barking in the distance. But we did not 
suspect 4 anything, and began to do our work. 

While we were working, however, we noticed some foot-prints of 
some animal. We then examined them closely and were satisfied that 
they did not belong to any member of the cat family, the most ferocious 5 
of animals. We then resumed our work. My uncle took a long knife and 
began to cut some sticks and branches of plants scattered throughout the 
plantation, while I did some other work. 

Soon, however, I saw a movement in the bush, a short distance away. 
I was alarmed. 1 ran up to my uncle to draw this attention, but he was 
hardly interested in what I had to say. He continued to do his work. But 
shortly after wards, my uncle himself observed the movement in the 
bush. Yet, he showed no signs of fear, and his composure 6 dispelled my 
anxieties. He warned me, however, to be careful, and picked up an axe 
that had been lying on the ground. His knife, he gave to me. Then, he 
moved slowly and cautiously 7 towards the bush, ready for any attack. 

To our horror 8 , a huge tiger soon emerged from the bush. But my 
uncle was prepared to face it, to escape seemed impossible. The tiger too 
seemed to be fully aware of the strength and courage of its adversary. It 
paused several times while advancing towards my uncle. Then, all or a 
sudden, it sprang 9 on my uncle, but his agility 10 enabled him to escape 
the sriarp claws of the brute with the slightest injury. Now with the axe 
still in his firm grip, my uncle struck the tigers face again and again, until 
it was bleeding profusely 11 . The length of the handle of the axe made it 
difficult for the tiger to get to close to my uncle. That the tiger was at a 
disadvantage was clear to me from the beginning. 

In the end, however, the tiger collapsed 12 and died. Within hours, after 
that all the people in our area heard of my uncle's bravery, which saved 
us both from death. It was indeed a greatest act of heroism that I had 
witnessed. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. heroic deed [hi'rauik di:d] (n) hanh dgng dung cam 

2. plantation [plaen'teijn] (n) don dien, vWdn cay, khu dattrong trgt 

3. well-built ['wel'bilt] (adj) Ii/c lu&ng, cMng trang 

4. suspect [sa'spekt] (v) nghi; nghl ngd; hoai nghi; ngd viSc 

5. ferocious [fo'rrojas] (adj) dCttdn, hung ac 



5. composure [kam'pwa] (n) st/bmh tfnh, si/diem tinh 

7. cautiously ['lorjasli] (adv) can than, than trong 

8. horror ['rora] (n) no/ kinh hoang; stf khiep set; sitghe ran 

9. spring [spriq] (sprang-sprung) (v) nhay, bat manh 

10. agility [a'd3iliti] (n) st/nhanh nhen, sifnhanh nhau, stfle lang, sif 
ianh lefi 

11. profusely [prafju:sii] (adv) Weft dam, ritnftieu; ddi dao 

12. collapse [ka'laeps] (v) do, sup xuong, ngaguc 

Mgt hanh dgng dung cam 

Chuyen ke ve loai nguai ham chua rat nhiiu hanh dong anh hung. Mot 
trong nhung chien cong anh dung ma tdi tan mat chwtg kien la cua chii 
tdi. CM bj mot con ho khong 16 tan cong vao mot ngay no khi chung toi 
o tren don dien. 

CM toi mot ngu&i tre trung va manh khoe citng v&i toi rai nha vao 
sang sam de lam viec tren don dien. Khi den dd, chung toi nghe tieng cho 
sua a dang xa. Nhung chung toi khong he nghi nga gl cd va bat toy vao 
vi$c. 

Tuy nhien trong khi lam viec chung tdi de y nhicng ddu chdn thu 
quanh do. Sau dd chung tdi xem xet ky luang va hai long vl do khong 
phdi la ho meo, con vat tan bao nhdt trong tat cd ede loai vat, Roi chiing 
tdi lai lam viec. CM tdi lay mot con dao dai vd bat ddu chat nhung 
nhdnh cay moc tic tung trong don dien. Con tdi lamcdng vi?c kMc. 

Nhung chdng may choc, tdi thdy cd dong trong bui cay gdn dd. Tdi 
hit sue cdnh gidc. Tdi chay den ben chu tdi de Idi cuon su chu y cua chu 
ay nhung chu hdu nhu khong quan tdm nhung gi tdi not Chu vdn tiep tuc 
lam viec. Nhung ngay sau dd, chu tdi cung nghe thdy tidng dong trong 
bui ram. Tuy nhiin T chu khong mot chut scr hai, va su binh tinh cua chu 
da xua tan noi lo so trong tdi. Tuy nhien chu cung bdo tdi phdi hit sue 
can than, rdi chu nhdt chiec riu dang ndm tren ddt. Cdn con dao, chu 
dua cho tdi. The rdi chu di chuyin cham chap vd than trong vephia bui 
ram, sdn sang tdn cdng. 

Truoc su hai hung cua chung tdi, m$t con ho to Ion tu bui cdy xudt 
hi$n. Nhung chu tdi da chudn bi ddi mat v&i no, viec thodt hiem du&ng 
nhu la khong thi xay ra. Duong nhu con ho cung nhdn biet sue manh vd 
su can dam cua ddi thu. No dung lai mot Idt khi dang tieh ve phxa chu 
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toi. Bat nga, no nhdy xo vao chu tdi, nhung chu toi da nhanh nhen trdnh 
khoi cu v6 sac nhon ma chi b\ thucmg nhe. Luc bay gio voi cai riu nam 
chat trong tay y chu toi lien tiep bo riu vao mat con ho cho den khi mdu 
cua no tuon ra xoi xd. Can riu rdt ddi lam cho con ho khong the den gan 
chu toi duoc. Theo toi con hd rd rang bi that the ngay tic ddu. 

Tuy nhien cuoi cung con ho cung kiet sue va Ian ra chet. Chi vai gio 
sau dd nguai dan trong vitng diu biet den su dung cam cua chu toi da 
cim hai chung toi thodt chit Dd Id mot chien cong anh dung nhdt ma toi 
da tung chung kien. 

21. CRIMES IN SOCIETY 

The human society is full of activity. People work in all kinds of business 
firms, government offices, factories and other places, to earn their 
livelihood. Some work from dawn till dark; many work only at night; 
and others work during the day. At the same time men with criminal 
tendency 1 are engaged 2 in all kinds of activity, which often cause great 
hardship 3 and sorrow to a large number of people in society. 

Men develop criminal tendencies because of numerous 4 frustrations 5 . 
Society has always failed to satisfy the social, emotional and other needs 
of a large number of people, many of whom have therefore turned to 
crime for either survival or recognition. The activities of such men 
represent a constant threat to the welfare 6 society, and much being done 
to reform them. 

But criminals cannot be reformed until they are apprehended? By that 
time, hundreds of people are forced to live in fear at the hands of 
criminals, who resort to violence at the slightest provocation 7 . Numerous 
people of various descriptions have been killed by criminals without 
proper -cause. Society is therefore straining all its resources to brirtg 
criminals to justice. Large sums of money are being spent to employ men 
and equipment for the prevention and detection of crime. 

Criminals are desperate men, and when they are pursued, they fight 
tooth and nail to escape capture. Therefore, those who are employed to 
capture them have to be brave, intelligent and well-trained 8 men. To have 
such men always on the alert for the protection of society involves much 
expenditure 9 . 

Punishment of criminals today, however, is not the same as what it 
was in the past. Society has realized its responsibility towards individuals 

70 



who always find a bone to pick with it. It is now believed that criminals 
could be reformed. Therefore, psychologists and others who are 
responsible for the welfare of criminals are doing their utmost 1 to train 
criminals to live a good life in the future. Only those who commit the 
most serious crimes are" punished severely to deter others from 
committing such crimes. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. tendency [tendansf] (n) xu hitdng, khuynh hifdng 

2. engage [in'geid3] (v) tham gia vao 

3. hardship ['hardjip] (n) sifthu'thach gay go; si/gian kho 

4. numerous ['njurmarss] (adj) nhieu, dong, dong dao 

5. frustration [frAs'trei/n] (n) tarn trang that vgng, tarn trang v& 

mong; sir lam that bai, sit lam hong 

6. welfare ['welfea] (n) hanh phuc, stfthinh vWng 

7. provocation [,pr3va'keijn] (n) sif khieu khfch 

8. well-trained [wel 'treind] (n) dupe giao due tot 

9. expenditure [iks'pendit/s] (n) chi phi; phi ton 

10. utmost ['Atmoust] (adj) mute song 

DAN Y 

Nhitng tgiphgm trong xd hgi 

* Mff bai: tgi ac trong xa hoi lien quan den tat ca cac hoat dong khac 
trong xa hoi. 

* Than bai: 

I. Nguyen nhan cua toi ac 

1. Nguyen nhan cua toi ac 

a. Xa hoi khdng thoa man nhu c£Lu tinh cam cua dan chung. 

b. Phai cai tao toi pham. 

2, Nhieu tien bac dugc dung de dua toi nhan ra trnac phap luat 

a. Cac toi nhan gay hai cho dan lanh - phai thue nguai va 
dung cu bat giu ho. 
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b. Cac toi nhan la nhung nguai tuyet vpng - ph3i c6 nhung 
nguai dung cam, kinh nghiem bat giu ho. 

II. Hinh phat cho toi nhan 

1. Khac truac day 

2. Tr)i nhan c6 thS dugc cai tao 

3. Toi pham nghiem trong thi muc an cung nghiem trong. 

22. A STRANGE HAPPENING 

The mysteries of nature have always fascinated 1 the human mind, and 
many of them remain unsolved for a long time. The story that I am about 
to relate concerns a mysterious relationship between a baby boy and a 
snake somewhere in Malaysia. 

I was indeed intrigued 2 when I read a report in a newspaper sometime 
ago that a snake had suddenly appeared in a room, with the birth of a 
child and that it had attempted to show some relationship with the child. I 
could hardly believe it. The report added that the mother or the child was 
finally convinced 3 that there was indeed some relationship between her 
child and the snake and she allowed the snake complete freedom to play 
and live with the child. To make sure that the report was true, I made up 
my mind to visit the house where this unnatural relationship between a 
reptile 4 and a human being was established. 

Then, one morning, my brothers, sisters and I arrived at the house, not 
very far from ours. As we enter the house we were greatly surprised to 
find a baby boy and a large snake playing with each other mirthfully 5 . 
Soon, the mother of th6-child appeared and narrated 6 the events that led 
to the snake and the child to live together. 

It seems that the snake was found lying near the baby just a few hours 
after the baby was born. A man was called in to kill the snake; but every 
time the man struck at it with the stick that he brought, the child cried 
"with pain. The man then tried to take the snake out of the room, but again 
the child began to cry bitterly 7 . The child's mother then realised that there 
was some mysterious relationship between the snake and her child. She 
ordered the man to stop molesting 8 the reptile, and to the surprise of all 
those who had arrived on the scene, the child stopped crying. The snake 
then returned to the child without attempting to harm anyone. Since then 
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the snake has been fed by the mother of the child, and the snake and the 
child have been living together as brothers. 

To see this strange occurrence, many people from all parts or the 
country come everyday. It is said that the snake, tty its touch, has cured 
many sick people; but the mystery remains unsolved. 

* NEW WORDS: 

1. fascinate [Yaeslnelt] (v) me hoac, quyen ru; thoi mien, lam me 

2. intrigue [Mntrhg] (v) hap dan, gcfi thfch thu, kfch thfch to mo 

3. convince [kan'vinst] (adj) tin chac, doan chac 

4. reptile [Yeptail] (n) loai bo sat 

5. mirthfully ['ma:9fuli] (adv) vui; vui ve 

6. narrate [ns'reit] (v) ke iai, thuat lai 

7. bitterly [*biteli] (adv) mot each dau ddn, quyet liet; cay dang, chua 

chat 

8. molest [mau'lest] (v) quay ray, quay nhieu, lam phien 
DAN Y 

Mot su ki$n la lung 

* M<y bai: Cau chuyen v§ mot be trai \k con r&n a Malayxia. 

* Than bai: 

1. Khi em be mod ra dcd. 

2. Phan ung cua em be khi nguai ta danh tin. 

- Kh6c khi ran bj danh 

- Thoi khoc khi ngucri ta kh6ng d£nh duoi ran nua. 

3. Cu6i cung rin s6ng voi em be nhu anh em. 

* Ket luan: MQt mdi lien he bf in giua nguai va vin. 

23. THE IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE 

Since the time man learnt to grow crops, agriculture has been the main 
source of his food. Today, most of the people in all parts of the world, 
especially in the developing countries, are engaged in agricultural 
activities. 
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Man is mainly a grain-eating animal. In Asia, most of the people eat 
rice. In Europe, North America and Australia, wheat is the main food 
crop. Where rice and wheat cannot be grown, millet 1 and other cereals 2 
are grown as food crops. Though man also eats meat, he enjoys eating 
meat only when he takes it together with rice or bread which is made 
from wheat. It is therefore clear that grains are the main source of man's 
food, and grains are agricultural products. 

But man, however, cannot live on grains alone. He needs other foods 
too to make his meals more palatable 3 . He has therefore also learnt to 
grow vegetables, potatoes and fruits. Like grains, these things come from 
the soil. They have to be planted and grown with great care. As a result, 
men have made many experiments 4 on soil for several centuries to 
increase their production of crops. Men have also learnt to consume dried 
leaves to refresh themselves. Tea and tobacco, the dried leaves of certain 
plants, have become very popular as sources of refreshment. Even coffee 
and cocoa are products of plants. We also have cotton, jute 5 and other 
fibres 6 which we use to make cloth and several other things for our daily 
needs. All these plants have therefore become very important in 
agriculture. 

In some countries, agriculture is the main source of wealth. The 
rubber 7 tree and the oil-palm 8 in Malaysia bring millions of dollars every 
year. In Bangladesh, the jute plant is the main source of wealth. 
Similarly, in almost every country there is at least one plant which makes 
a great contribution to the economy of the country. When all these are 
considered, we arrive at the conclusion 9 that agriculture must remain as 
the most important occupation of man. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. millet ['mlllt] (n) cay ki; hat ke 

2. cereals ['siarislz] (n. plu) ngu coc 

3. palatable f'paelatabl] (adj) ngon 

4. experiment [iks'periment] (n) cuoc thl nghiem; cuoc thif nghiem 

5. jute [d3u:t] (n) scfi day; cay day 

6. fibre ['faiba] (n) scfi 

7. rubber ['rAbs] (n) cao su 

8. oil-palm Oil, pal] (n) cay co dau 

9. conclusion [kan'klu^n] (n) stfke't iuan • 
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Tarn quart trgng ciia nong nghiep 

* Mo* bai: Nong nghiep mang lai nguon thuc an chfnh cho con nguoi, 
dac biet a cac nirac kem phat trien. 

* Than bai: 

I. Nguoi la dpng v£t an hat. 

1. Thuc an chinh 

a. Chau A: lua gao 

b. Chau Au, Bac My, chau Uc: lua mach 

c. Cac ncd khac: ngu coc, ke 

2. Thiic an phy: thit 

Cac loai hat tren la san pham nong nghiep 

II. Con nguai song nha vao nhung thuc pham khac 

1. Rau qua: ca chua, trai cay... 

2. Tra, thuoc la, ca phe, ca cao va cay cho vai soi. 

= nhu"ng loai cay nay rat quan trpng trong cdng nghiep. 

III. Nong nghiep la nguon phiic loi chinh cua vai nuac 

1. Malayxia: cay cao su, cay dau cp 

2. Bangladesh: day => cho lgi nhuan 

* Ket luan: Nong nghiep la mot nganh quan trong cua con nguoi. 

24. TRAVEL AS A MEANS OF EDUCATION 

In the past travel was considered an essential part of education. Poets and 
writers realised the value of travel and went out to other countries in 
search of knowledge. A man's education was not completed until he had 
visited foreign lands. 

That travel broadens 1 the mind cannot be denied. Those who remain 
within the confines 2 of their homes are cut off from the outside world. As 
a result, they develop a narrow outlook 3 on life. But those who travel 
come into contact with various types of people whose ways of life are 
completely different from theirs. They see things with their own eyes and 
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have a better understanding of the affairs of the world. The impressions 
that they receive while they travel remain fresh in their minds for many 
years, and all false impressions and ideas are removed from their minds. 
Thus, they are able to see things in their proper perspective 4 and make 
correct judgments and decisions. And to be able to make correct 
decisions is a valuable part of education. 

It is argued, however, that the presence of the great variety or books, 
newspapers, the radio and television today obviates 5 the need for travel 
to acquire knowledge. One would study in the comfort and privacy of 
one's own home and absorb 6 all the knowledge that one desires. But there 
are many things which books cannot describe effectively. For example, 
the love and respect people in other lands have for us and the natural 
beauty of the various parts or the world cannot be described properly in 
words. They have to be seen and felt. Besides, not all can understand 
everything that they read about people away from their homes. To such 
people, especially, travel is an important means of education. 

Of course, travel involves time and money which most people cannot 
afford. But the value of travel as a means or education is so great that 
time and money spent on travel are not a waste of effort. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. broaden [*bn:dn] (v) md rong 

2. confines ['kanfainz] (n. plu.) bt'en gidi; ranh gidi 

3. outlook f'autluk] (n) quan diem, each nhin 

4. perspective [pa'spektiv] (n) phoi canh, vien canh 

5. obviate ['abvieit] (v) xoa bo; ta'y trfr 

6. absorb [ab'sD:b] (v) hap thu 

DAN Y 

Di mgt ngay dang hoc mot sang khon 

* Met bai: Du lich mo* rong tarn nhin cua con ngirdi 

* Than bai: 

L Du lich ma rong tam nhin cua con nguai 

1. Nguai ta tiep xuc vai nhi^u ngudi khac nhau 
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2. Ngucri ta chung kien nhieu sir viec xay ra 

3. Ngucri ta se cdi bo nhung quan niem sai, co sir danh gia quyet 
dinh sang su6t 

II. So sanh du lich vcri sach bdo, dai, vo tuyen truyen hinh 
Giong: truyen b£ kien thuc 

KMc: du lich la cdch hoc hoi true tiep sinh dprig hem. 
* Ket luan: Du lich Ih. mQt phirong tien hoc hoi quan trong. 

25. A JOURNEY BY TRAIN 

The house in which I lived before was near the railway station. Trains 
used to pass by at regular interval 1 and I had become so familiar with 
their sound and sight that I took little interest in them. It never occurred 
to me that I might make journey by train some day. However, when my 
father decided to take up a new appointment 2 in the place where we now 
live, it was decided that we should travel by train. It was only then that I 
discovered how pleasant a journey by train might be. 

My father, mother and I boarded a train one afternoon. As the train 
moved out of the station, I began to think of the days I had spent in our 
old house which I could still see from the train. But soon the house went 
out of sight, and I began to think of my journey itself. 

The train was now moving quite fast. The first thing that impressed 
me was the beauty of the landscape. There were green valleys, and 
tropical plants could be seen everywhere. In certain places there was tall 
grass. All this reminded me of the geography lessons I had in the class 
room. Several palm-oil and rubber plantations could be seen now and 
then. Sometimes I saw a few houses here and there. I also saw many 
vegetable gardens at several places. 

The train stopped at many stations, and soon it became dark. But 
sometime later the moon appeared and the landscape looked romantic. 
As I looked outside, I felt a thrill of admiration 3 for the great artistry of 
nature. 

Inside the train, too, everything was interesting. Some restless 
passengers moved about aimlessly and their restlessness was amusing. 
Some were sleeping with their mouths wide open, into which some 
mosquitoes 4 blundered 5 . Others were reading magazines and newspapers. 
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Occasionally, the ticket-checker passed by. At one corner I saw two 
policemen keeping a.close watch on a man who was hand-cuffed 6 . 

At every station a few passengers alighted from the train while a few 
' boarded it. Whenever the train stopped at a big station, I saw a large 
number of people on the platforms, smartly dressed, and often smiling. 
As the train moved out, many waved their hands and the passengers too 
waved in response. 

After we had passed several stations, I felt sleepy and closed my eyes. 
When I opened them, I saw the dim light of the dawn. I looked outside 
and saw the mist-covered plants. The air was fresh, and. some birds were 
flying about. The scene looked extremely 7 beautiful and I was lost in 
admiration of it. But we soon arrived at our destination and my 
enjoyment came to an end. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. interval ['intaval] (n) thdi gian g/ua hai si/kien; khoang thdi gian 

2. appointment [a'psintmant] (n) cong viec di/dc bo nhiem; su 1 hen 

gap 

3. admiration [ / aedms'rejj"n] (n) si/ say me. ngif&ng mo 

4. mosquito [mas'kktau] (n) con mudi 

5. blunder ['blAnda] (v) md mam vao 

6. hand-cuff ['haendkAf] (v) xfch tay, cong tay 

7. extremely [iks'tri : mli] (adv) vo cung, cue do, cue ky 

DAN Y 

Cuoc hanh trinh bang tau lira 

* Md b£i: Gidi thieu chuyln di 

* Than ba}: 

I. Len tau 

II. Tau chay 

1. T&u chay: ngam canh vat ben duong 

2. Tau dung a ga: hoat dong cua hiinh khdeh 

3. Canh vat ben ngoai, tren s&n ga. 

* Ket luan: Trang thai va cam tuong ciia t£c gia. 
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26. "NEWS TRAVELS FAST". DISCUSS 

Until a few decades ' ago news travelled very slowly. It took several days 
to know what was happening^ places only a few miles away. But today 
news travels at a speed much greater than ever before. 

In the past men had to travel on root to get information, even about 
the most unimportant thing. There were no motorvehicles 2 and travel was 
slow and difficult. As a result, news too travelled very slowly. If one's 
relative died in some distant place, one received the news of the death 
several days later. Sometimes there was no news at all. The difficulty in 
getting news and information about people in other places made life dull 
and miserable 3 . There was little communication among those whom we 
would regard as neighbours today. News was therefore difficult to send 
and in times of need, it was hard to obtain help. 

But all this has changed today. The invention of the means of 
communication such as the telephone, the wireless 4 #nd several others 
has made it possible to send and receive news within a matter of hours 
and minutes. Even the newspaper and the post office help to spread news 
and information quickly. As a result, we know what is happening today 
in all parts of the world. If a great man dies or a war breaks out in some 
corner or the earth, we receive news about it almost immediately. The 
ease and speed with which news travels today have helped greatly in 
promoting 5 better understanding and co-operation 6 among the peoples of 
the world. When the people of one place or country suffer a sudden 
calamity 7 , news is at once sent to all parts of the world and help comes 
from many countries within a very short time. This is not possible in the 
past when news travelled slowly. 

That news travels fast can also be known from our own personal 
affairs. If we are ill or if something unfortunate happens to us, our 
friends and relatives come to know about it very quickly. It is therefore 
true to say that today, "news travels fast". 

NEW WORDS: 

1. decade ['dekeid] (n) thdi ky mifdi nam, thap ky 

2. motorvehicie ['mauta 'viakl] (n) xe may 

3. miserable ['mizarabl] (adj) ngheo nin 

4. wireless ['waialis] (n) radio, may thu thanh, vd tuyen 
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5. promote [prs'msut] (v) xuctien, day manh; thing ch&c 

6. co-operation [k3u,Dp9'reiJ"n] (n) su 1 ' hdp tac, si/cong tac 

7. calamity [ka'laemiti] (n) tai hqa, tai itdng; thien tai 

DAN 

Thdo luqn cdu not Tin tuc lan nhanh" 

* Mtfbai: 

- Truac day: tin tuc truyen di cham. 

- Ngay nay: tin tuc lan nhanh hem hao gia het 

* Than bai: 

I. Thong tin truac d^y: Cham 

1. Khong co phucrng tien truyen tin bing xe mdy 

2. Lam cuoc song te nhat, kho cue 

3. S\r trg giup vi the rlt kh6 khan 

Cau chuyen y: nhung tat ca ngay nay da thay d6i 

II. Thong tin ngay nay: Nhanh 

1. Nhi£u phuang tien thong tin: dien thoai, vo tuyen 

2. Bao chf, buu di§n 

3. Thuc dky su hap tac, hieu biet lln nhau giua ede dan tpc. 

* Ket Iuan: That vay, "tin tuc lan nhanh" la rit dung. 

27. WORLD TRADE 

In the past when men's needs were few, it was not necessary to get things 
from distant lands. But, today, the people of one country depend on the 
people of another country for a variety of things. As a result, world trade 
has developed. 

Without world trade it would be difficult for the people of any country 
to get many things which are now considered necessaries. Some 
countries are not rich in minera l 1 resources. They have no iron or coal 
mines, while others have too many of them. Again, some countries are 
not suitable for agriculture while others have several fertile 2 plains to 
grow crops. 
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Further, even if a country is rich in natural resources, it may not have 
enough skilled men to exploit 3 them. For such geographical and other 
reasons the peoples of the world have learnt to buy things which they 
cannot produce profitably and to sell things for which they have a special 
ability to produce. West Malaysia, for example, specialises in producing 
rubber for which there is a great demand from several courtiers in the 
world. But she has no ability to produce machinery and several other 
things. West Malaysia therefore depends on other courtiers for many of 
her needs. 

In the same way, all the countries of the world co-operate and 
exchange things with one another. From other countries we get motor- 
cars, radios, television sets and several other things, which we cannot 
produce ourselves. At the same time we give to other countries the things 
that we can produce better than many others. In this way, every country 
specialises in producing only a few things. As a result, the quality of 
goods is improved to the common benefit of the people of the world. 

World trade has also raised the standard of living of the people in the 
world. We are able to use things made in countries across miles of ocean. 
As a result of all this, life has become more comfortable than what it was 
before; and it is realised that a country could hardly progress without 
world trade. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. mineral ['mineral] (adj) khoang, (thuoc) khoang san 

2. fertile ['fo:tail] (adj) phi nhieu; mau md 

. 3. exploit f'ekspbit] (v) khai thdc; boc lot, Idi dung 

DANt 

Thir&ng mqi thegici 

* M& bai: Thuang mai qu6c te phat trien de dap ung nhu chu ciia con 
ngirai 

* Than b&i: Thm quan tr<?ng cua thuang mai quoc te 

1. Giup hhng hod Iiru thong tir nai thua ddn nod thieu 

2. Giup phSn bo hgfp ly vung san xult. 

* Ket hian: Thuang mai the giai da nang cao muc s6ng cua con nguai. 
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28. A NARROW ESCAPE 

Whenever my mind travels over the past events in my life, one incident 
stands out prominently 1 to remind me of the narrow escape 2 I once had 
from almost certain death. 

In the rubber estates 3 of West Malaysia there are hundreds or snakes 
of which the cobra 4 is the most dangerous and venomous. This snake has 
a preference for cool places along the numerous streams found in the 
estates, where it relaxes, especially in the afternoons. Those who catch 
fish from these streams have, therefore, to be on the look-out for cobras. 
All this I did not know until I came face to face with a cobra one day, 
while fishing with my brother. 

My brother and I were then spending our holidays in an estate where 
our father was employed. In the afternoons, my brother, who loves 
fishing, and I would go out to catch fish from the streams not very far 
from our father's house. 

Wherever the water was shallow, we got down into the streams and 
searched for holes where fish usually like to shelter 5 . When we found 
one, we put our hands in and often caught some fish. Fishing in this way 
had its moments of excitement, for at times we also caught some water- 
snakes, which we found to be harmless. Then, one day, I came so close 
to death that I made up my mind never to catch fish again in that way. 

A cobra, about six feet long, was lying along the water's edge of one 
side of the stream in which we were fishing. Its tail was in the water, but 
it was concealed 6 by the reeds and grasses along that stream. As I put my 
hand into the water, my. searching fingers touched something tender. 
Thinking that it was a fish, I gripped it at once and tried to bring it out of 
the water. But it resisted 7 violently, and to my consternation 8 I 
discovered that it was a cobra. I relaxed my grip at once and rushed for 
safety. My brother, who was a few yards away, was too surprised to 
speak, but he soon saw the cobra which was now rushing towards him 
with its hood fully opened. I picked up stick hurriedly and threw it at the 
cobra. Surprisingly, the cobra now turned towards me, and I took to my 
heels. My brother then picked up a stick and ran after the cobra and 
managed to kill it just at the time when I was almost exhausted ^. If he 
had been a little late, I might have been killed by the cobra. That was 
indeed a very narrow escape, an escape I shall never forget. 
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NEW WORDS: 

1. prominently ['praminantli] (adv) de thay; not bat 

2. narrow escape ['naerau is'keip] (n) suyt chet 

3. estate [is'teit] (n) vung dat (nhat la d nong thon) 

4. cobra f'kaubra] (n) rSn mang banh 

5. shelter [' Jelta] (v) an nau, nifdng tita 

6. conceal [kan'sirl] (v) giau giem, giau, che day 

7. resist [ri'zist] (v) khang ctt, chong lai 

8. consternation [,kDnsta:'neiJri] (n) sifkinh hoang, si/ that kinh 

9. exhaust [ig'ZD:stid] (adj) kietsttc, met lit 

DANf 

Thodt chit trong gang the 

- Thai gian va dia diem cau ca 

- Dien bi^n s\r viec: t6i da 1 thodt ch^t nhu th^ nao? 

29. THE COUNTRY I WOULD LIKE TO VISIT 

I have heard much about the beauty of the East as well as the West, about 
the wonderful islands in the Pacific and also in the Atlantic. In short, the 
whole world seems to be full of beautiful places. The country that I 
would like to visit, however, is the United States of America. 

My knowledge of the United States of America is derived 1 from the 
geography and history books that I have read, the films that I have seen 
and the stories that I have heard from people who have visited this 
country. 

The United States of America is a vast country with a mixed 
population. People from many different lands have come and settled 
here. This mixture of different races of people with different customs, 
religions, cultures and abilities have created a nation unique in history. 
Although this country has a very short history compared with that of the 
other large countries in the world, it is an example to the world of how 
people of different races could live together in peace and harmony. The 
exchange of ideas among the people of so many racial 2 origins here has 
contributed greatly to the progress and prosperity of the nation. There are 
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world famous scientists, doctors, lawyers, engineers, teachers and 

politicians whose original homes were in many different lands. The work 

of such men has made this country a wonderful land indeed. The roads, 

buildings and cinemas here may be said to be the best in the world. There 

are many places and things of interest such as Hollywood, the United 

Nations building, Niagara Falls and the sky-scrapers 3 . Even the natural 

vegetation and features are rich in variety. If one travels across the land, 

one will find different kinds of scenery in different places. Further, as the 

people here still follow their original customs and traditions, one will 

also have the feeling that one is passing through many different 

countries. 
» 

The people of the United States are proud of their country, for it was 
their country that gave the modern world ideas of freedom. The name of 
Abraham Lincoln will always be remembered by those who believe in 
the freedom of man. It was the United States, again, who saved the world 
from destruction 4 in two world wars. Such a country must be a wonderful 
land, and it is for this reason that I would like to visit this country some 
day. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. derive [di'raiv] (v) xuat phatttf, bit nguon tif 

2. racial [YeiJI] (adj) thuoc chung tQC 

3. sky-scraper ['skai,skreipa] (n) nha choctrdi 

4. destruction [dis'trAkJn] (n) sitphahuy, stftieu diet 

DAN Y 

Xu s& tot thick den tham 

* MabahGioithieuHoaKy 

* Than bai: Tai sao toi thich den Hoa Ky 
I. Dat nuac Hoa Ky 

1. Mot nuac da chung toe rong Ion 

2. C6 nhieu nhan vat noi ti^ng va tac phim cua hp limg danh th6 
gioi 

3. C6 nhieu dia danh canh vat: Hollywood, Toa nha Lien Hiqp 
Quoc, thac Niagara va nhung toa nha choc troi. 



4. Den Hoa Ky ta co cam tuomg di qua nhieu nirac khac nhau. 
II. Con nguai Hoa Ky 
Yeu tyr do. 

* Kit luSn: Do la nhung ly do tai sao t6i thich din Hoa Ky 

30. GOOD MANNERS 

Good manners play an important part in maintaining ' peace and good- 
will in a community. A man who has good manners does not hurt the 
feelings of others, and therefore he is on good terms with his friends and 
neighbours and also with others. In this way he helps to keep peace in 
society. 

But a man whose manners are bad has no respect for others. He uses 
words carelessly and behaves rudely towards other and causes a lot of ill- 
will and unpleasantness. In the end, it is he himself who suffers the most. 
Everyone avoids him and he is forced to live almost in isolation 2 . 

To live well in a society, money alone is not enough. We should also 
have good manners, for it is human nature to seek 3 friendship; and 
friendship cannot be bought with money. Friendship with others makes 
life pleasant and it has to be earned through our own attitude 4 towards 
others. If we are kind to others, they will be kind to us, and kindness is 
the essence of good manners. Bad manners not only drive away friends 
but also others, including our own family members. 

Even the richest man cannot afford to have had manners. For a man 
may have enough money to buy all the things than he wants; but if his 
manners are bad he will have no friends, and no one can live happily 
without friends. Even the members of his own family may not respect 
him and finally he will become a lonely man. 

On the other hand, a man whose manners are good has many friends. 
He commands the respect of all those who come into contact with him. 
He does not talk ill about others. Even when he is provoked 5 , he tries his 
best to use words in a way which will not offend others. He is also 
sympatheti c 6 towards the weak and ignorant and does not poke fun at the 
deformities 7 and weaknesses of others. 

There are, however, many people who behave so well outside their 
homes that they are respected and admired by everyone outside. But in 
their own homes they are worse than the devil. Such people could not be 
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said to have good manners. Their whole behaviour is a pretence and it 
does not take long for others to discover this. 

If one's manners are good, one behaves well everywhere, even when 
one is away from the critical eyes of others. Only such a person can live 
well in society. It is therefore essential for everyone to cultivate good 
manners. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. maintain [mein'tein] (v) day tri, giCtvitng 

2. isolation [ r aisa'leijn] (n.) sir co lap hoac each ly 

3. seek [si:k] (v) tim, tim kiem 

4. attitude ['aetitju:d] (n) thai dp, quan diem 

5. provoke [prs'vsuk] (v) khieu khfch; choc tut; kfch dong 

6. sympathetic [,simpa'9etik] (n) thong cam; dong cam 

7. deformity [di'fb:miti] (n) di dang, di hinh 

DAN Y 

Nhan each tot 

- So sanh giua nguoi co nhan each t6t va nhan each khdng tot. 

- Tam cjuan trong cua mot nhan each tot: giup xay dung mgt cupc 
song tot dep hon. 

- So sanh gia tri tinh thin va gia tri vat chat (giua hanh vi t6t va su 
giau co...) 

31 . CHOOSING A CAREER 

It is not easy to choose a career today. Hundreds of students are leaving 
schools and universities every year to seek employment in the various 
professions, though employment o pportunities 1 are not increasing 
proportionately 2 . As a result, there is a lot of unemployment. 

The inability of the various professions to absorb all those seeking 
employment makes the choice of a career more difficult. Before one 
leaves school or university, one has many plans, confident that choosing 
a career will not be difficult. But when the time comes to choose a 
career, one finds that there are others with better qualifications waiting to 
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enter the same profession. Disillusioned 3 , one then looks for any kind of 
employment. In this way, many who wanted to become police inspectors 
or field assistants in the rubber estates in this country, become teachers 
instead, and many who wanted to become teachers, have become clerks. 

The lack of institutions 4 where people could acquire the skills 
necessary for a particular career makes the choice of a career even more 
difficult. For example, if one desires to become a journalist, one has to 
receive some training and instruction in a school of journalism. But if 
there is no such school, one is compelled to think of some other career. 
On the other hand 5 , even if there are institutions where one could acquire 
the necessary skills, one may still experience difficulty in gaining 
admission to them because one may not have the financial resources or 
the academic 6 ability. Thus, many who wanted to become doctors and 
lawyers have actually become clerks and teachers. 

Further, even if one has all the academic and intellectual 7 
requirements for the career that one has chosen, one's temperament may 
not enable one to make a success of that career. Thus, many who passed 
several professional examinations and began their career as teachers are 
now working in the banks and other commercial * firms. 

All this indicates the difficulty in choosing a career. Only a few are 
able to remain in the professions of their choice. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. opportunity [pps'tjuiniti] (n) cd hoi, thdi cd 

2. proportionately [pra'ps: Janatli] (adv) can xuhg, tuVng xtmg 

3. disillusion [,disi'lu:3n] (v) lam v& mong, l£m tan v&ao tt/dng 

4. institution [,insti'tju:/n] (n) cd quan, to chut 

5. on the other hand trai lai 

6. academic [,aek3'demik] (adj) thuoc ve hoc thuat, hoc van 

7. intellectual [Jnti'lektjual] (adj) (thudc) tri 6c; (thuoc) tritue 

8. commercial [ke'ma: Jl] (adj) thuoc ve hoac danh cho thudng mat 

DAN Y 

Chgn nghe nghigp 
* M6' bai: Chon ngh% la viec rk kh6 khan 
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* Than bai: Giai thich ly do: 

1. Thieu to churc dao tao ky nang nghe nghiep. 

2. Thieu tai chmh, trinh do hoc van khong phu hop. 

3. Khi chat khong phu hop vai nganh nghS. 

* Ket luan: Chi sd ft ngirai chon dirge nghe phu hop vai ha 

32- A VISIT TO A ZOO 

The zoo is an artificial forest created by man. Though there are few trees 
compared with the natural forest, the animals, birds and other creatures 
found in the zoo must always remind us of the forest. It is indeed an 
interesting place to visit. 

Even in the natural forest such a variety of animals, birds and other 
creatures cannot be found as are found in a big zoo. Animals which are 
not found in the-forests of one country are-caught in other parts cr the 
world and brought to the zoo. The lion, for example, is not fourd in 
Malaysia; but one may see an African lion in the zoo at Johore Bahru. 

Until I visited the zoo at Johore Bahru, a few months ago, I had io 
idea how informative 1 a visit to a zoo might be. Though the zoo at Johon 
Bahru is not big, I found many kinds of interesting animals and other 
creatures there. Lions, tigers and other animals were moving about lazily 
in their cages. Some of the animals appeared to be bored, and they took 
little interest in the visitors. The monkeys, however, showed their natural 
agility 2 . Whenever they saw a visitor, they ran towards him and begged 3 
for something to eat. I was indeed amused at their behaviour. Most or 
them were caught in Malaysia and their variety was amazing. 

Some of the birds too were very interesting to see. Their beautiful 
feathers and looks fascinated 4 me. Birds are indeed one of the loveliest 
creations of God. A few birds are larger than many animals. 

The lions and the tigers in this zoo were so docile 5 that I could not but 
treat them as domestic animals like the dog and the cat. I went very close 
to them, but they showed little interest in me. I then began to think of 
how the animal or even human spirit could be broken by confinement. 
Confined to their cages, these animals had become spiritless. Even the 
sight of food did not seem to excite them much. 



Then, there was the crocodile 6 with its usual pretence of innocence. It 
refused to be disturbed. Heaven knows how it might have reacted if a 
child had fallen into its pit. However, my visit to the zoo had increased 
my knowledge of animals. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. informative [in'fb:mativ] (adj) cung cap nhieu thong tin; co tac 

dung nang cao kien thitc 

2. agility [a'd3»iti] (n) stfnhanh nhen, si/lanh idi 

3. beg [beg] (v) xin; cSu xfn 

4. fascinate [faesineft] (v) me hoac, quyen ru 

5. dociie ['dousail] (adj) di bio, de sat khien, ngoan ngoan 

6. crocodile ['krokadail] (adj) ca sau chau Phi, ca sau 

DAN Y 

Thorn s&thu 

* Mot bai: Sh thu la mpt nai ly thu de vieng tham 

* Than bai: Toi di tham s& thu or Johore Bahru nhir thg nao? 

Mieu ta chung ve so thu: 

- Ki'ch thuac 

- Cac lo^i chim a sa thu 

- Cac loai thil va hoat dong cua chung: khi, sir tu, h6, ca siu b so thu 

* Kfa luan: Di tham sa thu ma rpng kiln thuc cua toi v£ loai vat 

33. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NEWSPAPER 

The newspaper, today, plays a vital role 1 in human affairs. Its importance 
has not been diminished 2 by the appearance of the radio or the television. 
Men no longer have travel to get information. The newspaper has 
become the main source of information about local and foreign affairs. 
Though the radio and television convey 3 important news and messages 
quicker than the newspaper, they seldom give the details of an incident. 
The newspaper, on the other hand, gives not only more detail about a 
particular incident but it also contains more new items. This is of great 
importance today when political changes occur with a rapidity unknown 
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before. Besides, the newspaper is easier to carry and it could be read at 
any time during the day. Further, the permanence 4 of the printed word 
helps one to refresh one's memory of certain facts and incidents reported 
in the past. 

The importance of the newspaper has been increased greatly by the 
spread of education. Education sharpens one's curiosity about events in 
distant lands and also makes one conscious 5 of the necessity to maintain 
one's reading habits. In both respects the newspaper appeals most, 
especially if one finds little time to read books. 

The newspaper should, however, be read with caution, for its capacity 
to do harm is great. Most people believe every thing that is reported by 
the newspaper. As a result, the newspaper exerts a profound influence on 
the minds of its reader. Therefore, when some news is reported wrongly 
either by mistake or design, it may cause a lot of harm. On the other 
hand, if the policy 6 of the newspaper is to promote the welfare of the 
people, it could do a lot of good. For example, it could exercise its 
influence to persuade the government of a country to do many things for 
the benefit of the people. In a country like Malaysia, where there are 
many races of people, the newspaper could also use its influence to 
promote good-will and harmony among the people. It is therefore 
important to know the policy of the newspaper that one reads. 

In general, however, the newspaper tries to report as accurately 7 as 
possible, for there are various magazines and periodicals 8 competing 
with the newspaper to provide accurate information on world 
developments, and it is the newspaper that links us with the outside 
world. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. vital role [Vaitl roul] (n) vaitro thietyeu 

2. diminish [di'minif] (v) giam bdt; thu nho 

3. convey [kan'vei] (v) truyen dat, chuyen tai 

4. permanence ['p9:m9nans] (n) tfnh lau dai, lau ben; ttnh vinh cC?u 

5. conscious ['lonjas] (adj) co y th&c, biet dWdc, nhan ra 

6. policy ['polasi] (n) dubng loihanh dong, chfnh sach 

7. accurately ['aekjuritli] (adv) mot each dung dan, chfnh xac 

8. periodical [,pi3ri'Ddikt] (n) tap chi xuat ban dinh ky 
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DAN Y 



Tarn quart trpng cua bao chi 

* Mftbai 

* TMnbai: 

I. Tdm quan trong cua bao chf 

1. Bao chf 1& nguon thong tin chfnh 

a. Tin tuc cua bao chf rat chi tiet 

b. Bao chi rat de mang theo ngucri 

c. Giup luu tru thong tin 

2. Bao chi va giao due 

II. Bdo chf n6n chfnh xAc 

1. Bao chf sai lam - rat tai hai 

2. Bao chf dugc dung cho phuc loi nguai dan 

34. THE THINGS THAT I LIKE MOST 

There are so many things around us that one finds it hard to have a 
special preference for a few particular things. I, however, take a special 
interest in motor-car and television. 

Motor-cars have always fascinated me. Since my childhood 1 I have 
been travelling in motor-cars, and I have visited hundreds of places in 
this country. I have been to remote villages and almost all the towns, 
large and small. Travel has broadened my outlook on life. I have met 
various types of people, and my knowledge of the people and places of 
this country has increased greatly. If I am at home or if I am walking 
along a road, I feel the urge 3 to travel as soon as I see a car. 

It is because of motor-cars that I am able to do various types of work. 
In the morning I go to my school, a long distance away, in my father's 
car. After school I go to my father's plantation to help him in his work. 
Then I visit one of my class-mates and discuss our school work. 
Sometimes I visit the cinema, miles away. If there were no motor-cars, I 
would not have seen so much. Even in this small country, I would 
perhaps not have been able even to attend school. 
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The next thing that I like is television. Television helps us to see and 
hear some of the famous leaders of the world. We are also able to see 
some of the great events of the day. In addition, we can get news from all 
parts or the world, and listen to songs and music. Sometimes there are 
special programmes which are very amusing. The television programmes 
become more interesting on a rainy day. We can then sit in the comfort 
of our home and watch the television programme. Even if we cannot read 
the newspaper for some reason, television keeps us well informed about 
the latest developments in the world. In this respect, television is better 
than the radio because the pictures and incidents shown on television 
convey a better impression than only the spoken words of the radio. 

I shall therefore always have a special preference for the motor-car 
and television. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. childhood ['t/aildhud] (n) tuoi thd au, thdi thd au 

2. broaden ['brD:dn] (v) md rgng 

3. urge [a:d3] (adv) sl/ thd/ thuc; sit thuc day manh me, sit ham 

muon manh me 

DAN Y 

Nhitng thirma toi thick nhat 

* Md" bai: Xe hoi va vo tuyen truyen hinh 

* Than bai: 

1. Tarn quan trong cua xe hoi 

2. Tarn quan trong cua truyen hinh 

35. MY HOBBY 

To have a hobby is to know how to spend one's leisure moments. A 
hobby, besides providing an avenue 1 of escape from boredom, can also 
add to one's knowledge of human affairs. My hobby is reading. 

When my day's work is over, I sit down in the privacy 2 of my room 
and read the newspaper. Reading the newspaper is like travelling round 
the world. As I read about the developments in the various parts of the 
world, I fell that I am there myself observing the incidents. I also feel 



that I am having contacts with many leaders and peoples of the world. 
This feeling is a source of pleasure to me. By reading the newspaper I 
have acquired a better knowledge of the world. I am aware of what 
scientists, economists and politicians are doing to make this world a 
better place to live in. At the same time, I am also aware of the activities 
of those who are trying to create chaos 3 in the world. 

After reading the newspaper, I take a book which requires deep 
concentration 4 , such as a history book or a book on Psychology. 
Sometimes I read a novel or a popular magazine. Through this hobby I 
have learned that people every where are the same, in all ages, and in all 
countries. I have also learned that the world was made not for man alone 
but for every creature that can feel hunger and thirst, warm and cold. It 
has also helped me to see not only into the most remote regions of the 
world today but also into the world in which our ancestors 5 lived. 

My hobby has deepened and widened my knowledge of man and his 
place in the universe 6 . Reading, I think, has made men more human, 
broad-minded and sympathetic. It has brought me into contact with many 
great minds, and acquainted 7 with the beauty of language and ideas. It 
has also improved my powers of expression. I have little difficulty in 
expressing my thoughts and feelings. 

Therefore, I could say that my hobby has made me a better person. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. avenue f'aevinju:] (n) dai Id 

2. privacy ['privasi] (n) $t/rieng tW; stfcach biet 

3. chaos ['keios] (n) sithSn don, si/hon loan, si/lpnxpn 

4. concentration [,kDnsn'trei/n] si/ tap trung 

5. ancestor ['aensista] (n) ong ba, tot/en 

6. universe ['ju:niva;s] (n) vu tru 

7. acquaint [a'kweint] ( v ) lam quen 

dAny 

S& thick cua toi 

* Thu tieu khien cua toi lk 
- Doc bao chi 
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- Boc sach 
* fch lgi cua cua viec doc s&ch bdo 

36. THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 
OF THE CINEMA 

Cinemas are a common sight nowadays. They are found in every town. 
The existence of so many cinemas reflects their popularity. They have 
indeed become the most popular places of entertainment 1 . 

The cinema attracts large numbers of people everyday. It is the 
magnet 2 of the town. It sometimes attracts even those who do not wish to 
see a film. 

As it is so popular, the cinema exerts a profound 3 influence on the 
minds of many people, young and old. The influence is sometimes good, 
and sometimes it is bad. Films showing criminal activities and the 
sensual 4 desires of man have caused much harm to many youths. Some 
youths have become criminals themselves though almost every film 
shows how the good always triumphs 5 over the evil. The cinema has also 
caused many people to waste money. Such people have become so 
addicted 6 to visiting the cinema that they see almost every film, good or 
bad. In this way money is wasted not only on purchasing 7 tickets for 
admittance to the cinema but also on travelling and many other things. 

Often, however, the cinema helps to spread knowledge. There are 
many films which show the activities of the various races of people 
living in the remote regions of the earth. Some films show how man has 
struggled through the centuries to make the world a better place to live 
in. There are also films which show the events that led to some of the 
important battles in the past. They are shown with so much realism 8 that 
one remembers them for a long time. Such films are indeed invaluable, 
especially to those who are illiterate. In this respect the cinema could be 
regarded as a school. Even the dullest student learns many things if he 
sees an educational film in the cinema, though he may learn nothing 
from his teacher or his books. Such is the effect of the film, and in many 
countries, educational authorities are trying to make the best use of the 
cinema to spread knowledge and information. 

It is therefore clear that the cinema has many advantages as well as 
disadvantages. Often the advantages outweigh 9 the disadvantages. Those 
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who visit the cinema with the purpose of learning something good are 
sure to benefit from almost every visit to the cinema. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. entertainment Lents'teinmant] (n) tieu khien, giai tri 

2. magnet ['maegnit] (n) nam cham 

3. profound [pra'faund] (adj) sau sac, sau rong 

4. sensual ['sen/usl] (adj) (thuoc) xac thjt; nhuc due 

5. triumph ['traiAmf] (v) chien thing; thing Idi 

6. addicted [a'diktid] (adj) say me, nghien 

7. purchase ['part/as] (v) mua, sam 

8. realism [Yializm] (n) chu nghta hien thi/c 

9. outweigh [aut'wei] (v) nang hefn; co nhieu gia tri hefn, co nhieu anh 

hi/dng htfn 

DANf 

U'u diem va khuyet Mem cua phim anh 

* Khuyet diem 

- Phim kich dong toi pham va uoc mu6n khoai lac cua thanh nien 

- Nguai ta tieu phi tien vao phim anh 

* Uudiem 

Truyen ba kien thuc 

37. THE IMPORTANCE OF EXAMINATIONS 

Life today has become so complex 1 that examinations have come to play 
an important part in one's educational career. Examinations are 
considered so important that most students are afraid of them. 

The ability to pass an examination is indeed a valuable quality. It 
shows that the student is able to express his thought and ideas to a 
manner others can understand. It also shows that the student has 
acquired 2 a certain amount of knowledge in some branches of study. 
Besides, the mind of a student, even if he is dull, receives good exercise 
when he prepares for an examination. A student's success in an 
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examination, therefore, helps employers and others to assess - his mental 
or general ability. 

Some people, however, argue 4 that examinations test only a certain 
kind of skill. They say that many people have a good memory and a 
special ability to pass examinations and achieve 5 brilliant results, though 
they have no capacity for original thought or imagination. But it should 
be realised that today the syllabuses 6 are so extensive that a student 
cannot expect to pass an examination by relying entirely 7 on his memory. 
The student of today must not only have a fair knowledge of the subject 
matter but also be able to show his intelligence and power of reasoning, 
especially if he is sitting for a higher examination. Therefore, a student's 
ability to pass an examination must indicate some of his mental powers 
as well as his grasp 8 of the subjects that he has studied. 

If there were no examinations, most scholars 9 would have been less 
informed than they are today. Examinations compel 10 students to read as 
much as they can, and as they do so, they absorb knowledge 
unconsciously 11 . Further, because of examinations; teachers have to 
confine themselves to the syllabuses which are aimed at imparting * 2 
knowledge in a systematic 13 manner, and thus develop mental discipline. 

Examinations are therefore an important part of academic studies. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. complex ['tompleks] (adj) phut tap, rac roi 

2. acquire [s'kwais] (v) thu dude, datdudc 

3. assess [a'ses] (v) danh gia; Wdc dinh 

4. argue ['a:gju:] (v) bien lu$n, tranh luan 
5. .achieve [s'tfiiv] (v) datdWdC gianh dWdc 

6. syllabus ['silsbas] (n) chitting trinh hoc, de cWdng bai giang 

7. entirely [in'taiali] (adv) hoan toan 

8. grasp [gra:sp] (n) set nSm dude, st/hieu thau 

9. scholar ['skote] (n) hoc gid 

10. compel [kam'pel] (v) buoc phai, batbuoc, thucep 

11. unconsciously [,An'kDnfssli] (adv) khong tit giic, vo tinh, khdng co 
y djnh, khdng co y thttc 

12. impart [im'pa:t] (v) truyen dat, ke cho hay, phd'b/eh 

13. systematic [,sist9'maetik] (adj) co phWdng phap 



DAN Y 

T&m quan trgng cua cdc ky thi 

- Gid tri ciia thi cur: giup thi sinh ty chiing to minh 

- Thi cur ngay nay: de thanh cong khong chi can co kha nang ghi nha 
ma ca kha nang suy luan. 

- Thi cxx vai cac hoc gia: giup trau d6i kien thuc mpt each c6 hp th6ng 

38. A WEEK IN HOSPITAL 

I had always dreaded 1 the thought of being admitted to hospital The 
EScuJiar smell of the hospital, the sight of deformed and critically 3 ill 
persons and dead bodies in the hospital are things that I had always 
wished to avoid. But a serious illness sometime ago necessitated 4 my 
admission to the General Hospital in Malacca. 

Though I was seriously ill and required special attention, yet the 
knowledge that I was in the hospital made me feel miserable during the 
first few days. The clothes that I had to wear in the hospiial «vro 
uncomfortable and the food was tasteless 5 . At night, when all the patimts 
were asleep, I used to wake up and think of what mi-he happen it the 
dead bodies in the mortuary 6 near by came back to life. I also thought of 
the patients who might die at anytime. Sometimes 1 thought that I myself 
might not wake up from my sleep; that I might have to leave my dear 
parents, brothers and sisters and never rem™. Tears would then flow 
from my eyes. 

From the fourth day, however, my spirits were high. The doctors and 
nurses assured me that I would recover completely in a few days and 
that I could move about in the hospital as I wished. 

I now began to think of the good work that was being done in the 
hospital to reduce pain and suffering. Hundreds of sick people were 
coming to the hospital, many with serious injuries caused by various 
kinds of accidents, with the last hope of survival. And while many were 
dying, many more were returning home with smiles on their faces 
Working every minute and sacrificing 8 their own pleasures and pastimes, 
the doctors, nurses, hospital assistants and all the other staffs were doing 
their utmost to save another life. Their humanity impressed me deeply I 
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now realised what an important role the hospitals were playing in our 
daily life, and the disgust 0 that I fell on the first tew days was gone. 

After being in the hospital for a week, I returned home with a better 
knowledge of human misery and sacrifice. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. dread [dred] (v) kinh hai, kinh sd 

2. peculiar [pi'kju:lja] (adj) la ky, rieng biet 

3. critically ['kritikali] (adv) nguy kich, tram trong 

4. necessitate [ni'sesiteit] bat phai, doi hoi phai, can phai co 

5. tasteless f'teistlis] (adj) vo vi t nhat nheo 

6. mortuary ['rro:tj9ri; 'rroit/ueri] (n) nha xac 
A assure [b'Jub, (v) qua quyet, cam doan 

8. sacrifice ['saekrifais] (v) hy sinh 

9. disgust [dis'gASt] (n) si/ghe tdm, sit kinh tdm 

DAN Y 

Mdttu&n crbenh vim 

- Nhung ngay d4u tien a benh vien voi cam giac so hai va kho so 

- Slv thay d6i trong suy nghi va cam nhan ve benh vien 

- Lai ich ciia benh vien - sir hy sinh cua cac bac sT, y ta 

39. A FRIGHTENING EXPERIENCE 

Trdi qua mot ndi kinh hoang 

I am not one who is frightened 1 easily; but I must admit that one night I 
saw a figure that struck terror into my heart. 

It was a moon-lit night 2 . I was returning home on foot from a town a 
few miles away. That was the first night in my life that I was out alone. 
The road along which I was w, 11 : -g was not used much at night. Even 
during the day, it was ? fi only by those who worked in the rubber and 
banana plantations aiong that road. As I was walking, I could hear the 
noises made K squirrels, insects and owls. Creatures that love the night 
world S'vii as bats w.re very active, and there were hundreds of 



shadows. All these did not, however, frighten me. I held a stick in my 
hand and moved rapidly towards home for my dinner. Then, suddenly, I 
caught sigh of an old lady, a short distance away. Her head was covered 
with a white cloth, and she was waving to me. 

Curious to know why she was there at that time of the night, I stopped 
for a while. As I stood there, however, vague 3 memories of stories about 
ghosts began to come back to my mind. I was soon gripped with fear and 
took to my heels. I ran as fast as I could, and when I reached home f 
could hardly speak. 

On the next day, however, I visited that place again to make sure that 
the woman was indeed a real person and not a ghost. But I could find no 
footprints there. Only a banana plant stood there with its leaves moving 
in the breeze 4 . 1 realised then that it was the banana plant with its leaves 
moving in the breeze that looked like a woman waving her hand. I had 
indeed made a fool of myself; but after the previous 3 night's experience, 
this discovery was small relief to me. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. frighten ffraitn] (v) lam hoang sd, lam sd 

2. moon-lit night ['mu:nlit nait] dem sang trang 

3. vague [veig] (adj) md ho, Id md, map md 

4. breeze [bri:z] (n) gio nhe 

5. previous ['prhvias] (adj) trt/dc 

40. "FIRE IS A GOOD SERVANT, BUT A BAD 
MASTER". DISCUSS. 

"Lira la mot ngw&iphuc vu tot nhirng la mot ong chu tdi". Hay 

thdo luan. 

How man first learnt to use fire is still unknown, but it is known that 
even the most primitive man, centuries ago, found it to be of great 
service to him as it is to us today. Man, in his early days, did not cook his 
food. He ate everything raw, including meat and fish. But the discovery 
of fire changed his eating habits completely. He now learnt to cook his 
food; and, when he found that cooked food was more delicious, fire 
became an important thing in his life. 
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Fire also gave the early man warmth and light. Even in his scanty 
clothes he could keep himself warm in his cave on rainy or cold nights. 
His cave was no longer dark and he could move about freely at night. 
Further, fire gave him protection from wild beasts, and his life was more 
secure than it was before. In fact, fire, like water and air, became 
indispensable 2 to man; and, today, we use fire for a diversity 3 of 
purposes. We use it even to operate machinery to produce goods. 

But fire has to he kept under strict control, for its capacity to destroy 
his great. Once it is out of contro l 4 , it will destroy life and property at 
tremendous 5 speed and the world has lost things worth millions of dollars 
because of fire. And, people often use fire's enormous capacity to great 
advantage. They use it to burn thousands of acres 6 of forest and grow 
crops. As a result, we now find green fields where once there were 
forests. 

On the other hand, fire has been used by men, especially of the 
modern age, to destroy men. In every human battle in the past fire was 
used to destroy the enemy. Even today, thousands of people in many 
parts of the world are being destroyed by fire; and, when furious 7 men try 
to make the best use of fire's extreme anger, misery is hard to avoid. It 
then reigns supreme 8 . Innocent people, young and old, must die in 
thousands. It is, therefore, true to say that, "fire is a good servant, but a 
bad master". 

NEW WORDS: 

1. scanty ['skaenti] (adj) ft di, thieu, khong du 

2. indispensable [,indis*pens9bl] (adj) tuyit dot can thiet; khong the 

thieu dt/dc 

3. diversity [dai'vsisiti] (n) tmh da dang 

4. out of control vutft ngoai tarn kiem soat 

5. tremendous [tri'mendas] (adj) ghe gdm, kinh khung, khung khiep, 

dtfdoi 

6. acre ['eika] (n) mau Anh (khoang 0,4 hecta) 

7. furious ['fjuarias] (adj) gi$n dtt 

8. supreme [su:'pri:m] (adj) tot dinh, to/ cao 
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41. AN ACCIDENT I HAVE WITNESSED 

Mot tai nan ma toi da chung kiin 

One rainy day last year, while I was returning home from Mersing, a 
town in the east coast of Malaysia, I witnesse d 1 an accident which I shall 
never forget. 

I was returning home in my father's car. It was raining heavily and the 
road could not be seen clearly. My father, an old man, was driving 
slowly to avoid an accident. The journey, therefore, seemed unusually 
long, and I began to feel tired. Then, suddenly, a small car, running at 
great speed, overtook 2 our car. My father was shocked at the 
recklessness 3 of the driver of that car. We could not count the number of 
persons in that car, but were sure that there were at least five, including 
two children. My father at once predicted that tragedy 4 would befall the 
occupants 5 of the car. After this prediction I began to grow impatient. I 
did not wish to see any ugly scene resulting from an accident. Though 
the car had gone quite far its rear lights would still be seen. 

In the distance there was a narrow bridge. Looking at the way the car 
was being driven, I too was now sure that an accident would occur, and 
sure enough it did occur. This is how it happened. 

A lorry was coming from the opposite direction. It was already on the 
bridge. The driver of the small car, however, could not slow down in 
good time. He lost control of the car which skidded 6 and plunged into the 
swollen 7 river. Somehow, the driver managed to slip out of the car, but 
the others were doomed 8 . When we arrived at the bridge, we were 
touched deeply by what we saw. Two children were struggling 9 in the 
river and we could do nothing to save them. Their mother, as we came to 
know later, was at the bottom of the river, trapped in the car, and they 
were swept away by the rush of the current and drowned. The driver, and 
father of the children, began to cry piteouslv 10 for the wife and children 
he had lost so suddenly. 

It was indeed a very touching scene, and I shall never forget this day. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. witness ['witnis] (v) chuhg kien, lam ch&ng nhan cho 

2. overtake [,auva'teik] (v) (overtook; overtaken) bat kip, vWOt 
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3. recklessness [Yeklisnis] (n) tinh thieu than trong, tinh hap tap, tfnh 

khinh suat, tinh lieu llnh 

4. tragedy ['traed33di] (n) tham kfch; bi kich 

5. occupant ['okjapant] (n) ngWdi sd htfu, ngifdi sti dung 

6. skid [skid] (v) trt/dt (xe, banh xe) 

7. swollen ['swaulan] (adj) dang len cao; phinh ra, cang ra 

8. doomed ['du:md] (adj) phai chiu so phan bi dat 
■9. struggle fstrAgl] (v) vung vay, vat ion 

10. piteously ['pitiasli] (adv) tham thtfdng, dang thWdng hat 

42. THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ROADS IN A 

COUNTRY 

T&m quart trong cua nhimg con dufrng tot trong mot quoc gia 

Good roads are essential for the development of a country. The Romans 
realised this centuries ago, and wherever they established 1 themselves, 
'they tried to improve the roads there. Today, the governments of all 
countries in the world are building more and more roads to gain access to 
the remotest regions of their countries. 

Roads link towns and villages and enable the people of one place to 
communicate with the people of another place. When food is scarce " in 
one place, it can be brought from another place without much difficulty. 
Even things which cannot be produced in one region can be brought from 
another region where they are produced in abundance 3 . The invention of 
motor-vehicles has made it easy to transport goods from place to place. 
But these vehicles require good roads to travel quickly, and the better the 
roads the more goods can be transported from one place to another in a 
very short time. Thus, trade is improved. 

Further, good roads help people to travel easily- to places where they 
can work and develop their lands and industries. In Malaysia, for 
example, the improvement of roads has made it easy for skilled workers 
from the towns to work in remote villages. The people of the villages, on 
the other hand, have been able to learn much from the towns. As a result, 
there has been a lot of improvement in this country in all spheres 4 of 
activity. 

Finally, in times of war good roads help armies to move about without 
difficulty. Sometimes, a country is defeated 5 because its army is not able 



to reach a place in good time owing to bad roads. Even the police may 
not be able to reach a place where there is some trouble if the roads are 
bad. For all these reasons, it is always necessary for a country to have 
good roads. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. establish [is'tebli/] (v) lap, thanh lap, thiet lap, kien lap 

2. scarce [skeas] (adj) khan hiem 

3. abundance [s'bAndans] (n) nhieu, difdat, giau co, phong phu 

4. sphere [sfia] (n) Iinh vctc, pham vi; tarri anh hWdng 

5. defeat [di'fht] (v) danh bai, lam that bai 

43. LIFE IN THE VILLAGE 

Cuoc song cua thon que 

The village has always been known to be a place of peace and quiet. The 
scattered 1 houses among hundreds of plants and trees at once indicate the 
lack of activity in the village. 

The workers in the village leave their homes early in the morning to 
work in the plantations or towns- near by. Some have their own 
plantations, and some make certain articles 2 in their homes to sell them in 
the towns. A few of the villagers, including women, go out to catch fish 
in the streams and rivers found in the village. Though the people of the 
village do not usually earn much, yet they seem to be contented 3 . 

In the afternoon, most of the villagers are at home. Some of them take 
a nap 4 after lunch; some work in their small gardens, and some visit the 
small shops in the village. In various parts of the village children may be 
seen playing the popular games of the village. Occasionally, a cyclist 5 
passes by. 

Then, in the evening, the villagers meet one another. Some play cards 
and other types of games peculiar to the village. Some talk about the 
day's incidents in the village, and those whose minds go beyond the 
village discuss world events. 

In almost every village there is a headman 6 whose duty is to settle 
quarrels among the villagers and maintain peace in the village. Whenever 
there is a dispute 7 , the villagers go to the headman who is held in such 
esteem * that his word has the force or law. In this way the villagers have 
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developed their own simple laws, and the crimes of cities are almost 
unknown to the people of the village. 

During a festival, the whole village is alive with activities. Everyone 
is in a happy mood 9 and plays his part to make the festival a success. 
This is the time for the men, women and children of the village to wear 
their best clothes and the village is full of colour. 

These simple ways of life in the village, however, must soon change. 
Progress in science and education has already begun to affect the outlook 
of the people in the village, and hundreds are leaving the village to seek 
their fortunes 10 in the towns and cities. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. scattered ['skaeted] (adj) lacdac; IWa thwa; rai rac 

2. article ['a: tiki] (n) hang, vat pham, do dac 

3. contented [ksn'tentid] (adj) thoa man, man nguyen 

4. nap [naep] (n) giac ngu trtfa; giac chcfp mat 

take a nap after lunch ngu mot giac sau btfe an trifa 

5. cyclist ['saiklist] (n) ngifdi di xe dap 

6. headman ['hedmaen] (n) trifdng fang; gia lang; tu trifdng 

7. dispute [dis'pju:t] (n) cugc ban cai, cugc tranh luan 

8. esteem [is'tirm] (n) si/ klnh men, sir quy trong 

9. mood [mu:d] (adj) tarn trang; tfnh kht, tarn tfnh, tfnh ttnh 

10. fortune ['fb:tfu:n] (n) van may 

44. MY FAVOURITE AUTHOR 

Tdc gia ma toi ita thick nhat 

My favourite 1 author is William Shakespeare, a man who has written 
enough for immortality 2 . 

Though a few hundred years have elapsed 3 since the death of 
Shakespeare and volumes have been written on the life and work of this 
great writer, his early life still remains a subject for speculation 4 and 
conjecture 5 . It is generally believed that Shakespeare had very little 
schooling. Yet his keen intellect and mastery of language have earned for 
him the appreciation and a pplause 6 of the literary world. 
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Shakespeare's fame, 'I think, originates from his ability to identify his 
readers with the characters in his stories. In most of his stories we find 
reflections of our own experiences. This shows strikingly that 
Shakespeare had an insight into 'human nature and the problems of life. 
His tragedies such as "Macbeth" and "Hamlet" clearly show his deep 
knowledge of the human mind. Man's ambitio n 7 , desperation, sorrows, 
frustration s 8 and hopes are dealt with in these tragedies with such skill 
that the reader himself experiences all the mental conflicts 9 and 
emotions, and thus gets a better idea about human nature. With equal 
skill, Shakespeare deals with man's joys and pleasures in all -his 
comedies. His comedies like, "Twelfth Night" and "As You Like It", are 
a delight to read. Through the characters in his stories Shakespeare 
conveys his views on life and the world. Most of his characters, such as 
Hamlet, are vehicles for moral instruction. Man's nature is the theme 10 of 
all his writings. By a skilful combination 11 of words and situations, he 
reveals the worst as well as the best in man. His choice of words is 
masterly 13 and many of his phrases are literary gems 14 . As man's nature is 
his theme, what he wrote years ago remains true even today, and it will 
remain so till the end of time. It is for all these reasons that I enjoy 
reading Shakespeare. 

However, I do enjoy reading the works of other writers too, such as 
those of Charles Dickens and Jane Austen. But they do not give the 
satisfaction that Shakespeare gives. I find Shakespeare's stories so 
interesting that I have read the same stories several times in last few 
years; and, every time I read the same story, I learn something new about 
human nature. Shakespeare was indeed a genius 15 . 

NEW WORDS: 

1. favourite [Teivsrit] (adj) dupe men chugng nhat, dupe Wa thfch 

nhat 

2. immortality [,iiTO:'taeliti] (n) bit tit, bat diet, bat hu; danh tieng 

muon thud 

3. elapse [i'lasps] (v) (noi ve thdi gian) trot qua 

4. speculation [,spekju'leij"n] (n) sdnghien cdu; stfsuy xet 

5. conjecture [kan'd3ekt/a] (n) si/phongdoan 

6. applause [a'pb:z] (n) stfhoan nghenh, sdtan thddng 

7. ambition [aem'bi/n] (n) hoai bao, tham vong 
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8. frustration [frAs'trei/n] si/ lam that bai; tarn trang vd mong 

9. conflict ['lonflikt] (adj) strxung dot; cupc xung dot 

10. theme [6i:m] (n) de tai, chu de 

11. combination [,kDmbi'neiJn] (n) stt kit hdp; sir phot hdp 

12. reveal [ri'vi:l] (n) boc Id, bieu 16; phat hien, kham pha 

13. masterly ['marstali] (adj) rat gioi, bac thay, tai tin h 

14. gem [d3em] (n) da guy; vien ngoc 

15. genius ['d3i:nies] (n) ngtfdi thien tai, ngifdi anh tai, bac ky tai 

45. THE VALUE OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

Gid tri cua viec ndng cao trinh dp hoc van 

Since the dawn of civilization 1 , great thinkers like Plato and Aristotle 
have been doing their utmost to spread education to the remotest corners 
of the earth. It is realised that education develops the intellect and 
enables one to discriminate 2 between the good and the bad. More and 
more universities and other education institutions 3 are therefore being 
opened in all parts of the world to provide higher education. 

In almost every country today, there is a lot of unemployment. Only 
those who have received a high standard of education are able to secure 
high positions in society and in the various professions. It has therefore 
become necessary for many people to attend institutions or higher 
learning to improve their prospects of employment. 

Higher education confers many other benefits. It broadens the mind 
and increases one's powers of thinking, reasoning and imagination. 
Further, it makes one more sympathetic towards others. It helps us to 
understand the problems and weaknesses of man, and we become less 
suspicious 4 of strangers and others. We also become more thoughtful of 
the feelings and needs of others. As a result, we are able to mix better 
with people. Besides, higher education helps us greatly in deciding what 
is right and what is wrong, what is true and what is false. Therefore, 
people can hardly deceive or mislead 5 us. Higher education also teaches 
us how to spend our leisure moments. We learn to make the best use of 
our spare time. Even during old age we know how to keep ourselves 
occupied. Again, higher education develops self-confidence 6 . We learn to 
have faith in our own abilities. As a result, we are able to meet and talk 
with people anywhere. All these qualities, acquired through higher 
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education, combine 7 to make one a leader among men. One is able to live 
a better life in society. 

The benefits of education are therefore many, and everyone should try 
his best to acquire the highest of education, either by attendance at an 
educational institution or by private studies. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. civilization [^ivslai'zeijn^sivsli'zeijn] (n) nen van minh; sif khai 

hoa 

2. discriminate [dis'krimineit] (v) phan diet 

3. institution [,insti'tju:Jn] (n) cd quan, to ch&c 

4. suspicious [sa'spijas] (aj) nghi ngd, to ra co si/ nghi ngd 

5. mislead [mis'lkd] (v) lam cho me muoi, lam cho lam difcfng lac lot 

6. self-confidence [,self'k3nfidans] (n) su 1 tiffin; long ttf tin 

7. combine [kDm'bain] (v) phoi hdp, ket hap 

46. THE RAINY SEASON 

Mua mira 

When the grass dry, the trees have lost their leaves, the rivers have very 
little water in them and the fields are parched 1 , everyone prays for the 
coming of rain. But when it continues to rain for several days, there are 
prayers everywhere for the rain to stop, for heavy and continuous rain 
often causes great hardship to many people, especially in the equatorial 2 
region. The rainy season is therefore welcomed at times, and at other 
times, it is hated. 

In equatorial countries like Malaysia, the rainy season often causes 
much damage to crops, life and property. People who work in the paddy- 
fields, rubber and other plantations have to stop their work for sometime. 
As a result, they lose income and suffer hardship. Farmers too suffer as 
they have to stop selling vegetables and poultry 3 for a few days. Even 
school children experience a lot of inconvenience 4 . They find it difficult 
to go to school in comfort and ease. Some places are completely under 
water and many, children are unable to go to school. Sometimes the 
schools have to be closed. Even to go to the market becomes a problem, 
and people cannot go out to enjoy or do any work. 
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Continuous rain during the rainy season also causes much illness 
among children and adults. Sometimes many children are drowned in the 
floods caused by heavy rains. Bridges and houses are swept away by the 
floods and there is much suffering. 

But if the rains are not heavy, the rainy season can bring a lot of joy to 
farmers and others. Rains bring water for our crops and for use in our 
homes. Light rains make the day cool and pleasant and people find it 
easy to work in the fields and other places. The soil remains moist 5 . 
Plants and flowers grow easily to make our gardens beautiful. Vegetables 
too grow well and markets are full of green vegetables. Even animals, 
like cows and goats find enough grass to eat. There is also enough water 
for them to drink. 

Yet, those who live in places where there is a lot of rainfall do not 
realise how fortunate they are. Only those who live in the hot deserts 
realise the value of rainfall. They would surely welcome the rainy season. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. parch [pa:tj] (V) kho ne; rang, nung 

2. equatorial [,ekwa'tD:ri9l] (adj) (thuoc) xfch dao; gan xfch dao 

3. poultry ['paultrr] (n) gia cam, ga vit; thjt gia cam, th jt ga, thjt vjt 

4. inconvenience [,inksn'vi:njans] (adj) si/ bat tien, si/ phien phut 

5. moist [moist] (adj) am; am wdt, Wdt jap nhap 

47. THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER 

Tarn quart trong cua nu&c 

Since the beginning of time, water has continued to be an important thing 
to all living things. Without water nothing could live. We may change 
our food according to the climate of a place but we find no substitute 1 for 
water. Man has always looked for pure fresh water to slake 2 his thirst. 

Water not only quenches 3 our thirst but it is also a source of food to 
us. From the sea we catch large quantities of fish and other creatures. We 
use water to irrigate 4 our lands to produce crops. Many parts of the world 
are dry and barren 5 because there is no water there. People in such places 
lead a very hard life. Even the plants and animals find it a real struggle to 
survive. They can obtain water only by some means of ingenuity 6 . Water 
also helps to increase the fertility 7 of the land in several parts of the 



world. The alluvium 8 that is brought down by rivers is very fertile and a 
yields 9 large quantities of crops. Even electricity, which has changed our 
lives completely, is produced by water-power in many countries. 

Further, water is an important means of communication. We use 
waterways to carry our goods or trade. Water transport is cheaper than 
land transport and in many remote regions, rivers are the only means of 
communication. In many countries rivers are used to bring down timber 
from the hilly regions to the lower regions where the timber mills 10 are. 
. In this way much money is saved. 

It is true, however, that water has also caused much destruction to life 
and property throughout human history. Heavy rainfall, swollen rivers and 
the angry waves of the sea have killed thousands of people and destroyed 
homes and crops. Yet, water is indispensable 11 to life, and people 
everywhere are trying their best to bring water to places where it is scarce, 
to control its flow in times of floods and to make greater use of it. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. substitute ['sAbstitju:t] (n) vat thay the; ngWdi thay the 

2. slake [sleik] (v) lam nhe, lam diu (dau ddn); lam ngudi 

3. quench [kwentj] (v) lam hit khat 

4. irrigate [Mrigeit] (v) tWdi, lam Weft dat 

5. barren ['baeren] (adj) can coi 

6. ingenuity [,ind3i'nju:iti] (n) tai kheo leo; ttnh chat kheo leo 

7. fertility [f9:'tiliti] (n) tinh trang mau m& 

8. alluvium [9'lu:vj9m] (n) dat phu sa, boi tkh, dat boi 

9. yield [ji:ld] (v) mang lai, sinh ra; san xuat 

10. timber mill ['timbe mil] (n) xWdng go 

11. indispensable [jndis'pensabl] (adj) tuy?tdoi can thiet; khong the 
thieu dWcfc 
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48. DESCRIBE WHAT YOU SAW AND ENJOYED 
DURING A VISIT TO A ZOO 



Hay mo ta ban da xem va thick nhung gi khi di tham s&thu 

As one who loves animals, I once paid a visit to the zoo in Kuala 
Lumpur, one of the largest I have ever seen. I liked everything there so 
much that I shall never forget that visit. 

I visited the zoo on a Sunday together with a few of my friends. After 
leaving our homes early in the morning we reached the zoo before noon. 
We then bought our tickets and entered the zoo. 

The first thing that impressed me, as we entered the zoo, was its size 
and beauty. I could hardly believe that a zoo could be so large. In beauty 
too it was one of the best places that I had ever seen. I saw many kinds of 
plants and flowers all round. I also saw some lakes in which ducks of 
various kinds were swimming. I then noted that the cages of the animals 
in this zoo are separated from one another, which makes one's visit more 
interesting. After visiting one cage the visitor has to walk a short distance 
to reach the next cage. In this way one has to spend more time resting 
here and there to visit all the cages. Walking round the zoo therefore 
becomes more interesting. 

My friends and I, however, visited the monkeys first. They were of 
various types from different parts of the world. They were all very active, 
though they had been confined ' to their cages for a long time. Then, we 
went to the places where the tigers and the lions were kept. These 
animals did not seem to be active like the monkeys. They were all lying 
down and looking at the visitors without any interest. I was a little 
surprised at their coolness 2 . 

After that we saw the other animals, reptiles 3 and birds. Their variety 
was amazing. We were all deeply interested in their behaviour and 
movements within their cages. 

Then, alter spending several hours in the zoo, we went out and had a 
refreshing drink of coconut water 4 . After that we returned home, feeling 
very happy. 

VEW WORDS: 

1. confine [ksn'faind] (adj) bi gidi han; han che 
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2. coolness ['ku:tnis] (n) sit tram tmh, sifbinh tJnh; stf lanh dam, st/ 

khong sot sang, su 1 khong nhiet tinh 

3. reptile ['reptail] (n) loai bo sat, /dp bo sat 

4. coconut water ['kaukanAt 'wD:ts] (n) nitdc difa 

49. THE THINGS I DISLIKE THE MOST 

Nhiing dieu toi ghet nhdt 

There are many things that most people dislike. The things that I dislike 
the most are noise, crowds and laziness 1 . 

Noise disturbs me greatly. This is why I do not like to live in a city 
where noise predominates 2 . From dawn till mid-night, vehicles run to 
and fro 3 in the city to make the place extremely noisy. The noise is 
further increased by the voices of thousands of people engaged in all 
kinds of activity and the sounds of other things such as busy factories 
and machines. For this reason, the very thought of going to a city, even 
for a short visit, is distasteful 4 to me. 

In the same way, I also dislike crowds. Crowds make movement 
difficult. If a place is crowded, it is not easy to move about or do any work. 
If we are in a hurry to go somewhere, a crowd can delay our progress. 

A crowd can also interfere 5 with our enjoyment of sights and visits. For 
example, if we go with others to places like the museum and the zoo, we may 
not be able to enjoy looking at the things around because of the constant 6 fear 
of losing sight of the others with us, especially if they are small. 

Finally, I dislike laziness because I feel that a lazy person is always a 
burden 7 not only to his parents but also to others. By refusing to do any 
work he compels 8 others to work for his comforts. Sometimes even a 
weak and poor person has to struggle to provide for a strong and healthy 
man who will not exert himself only because he is lazy. Such a person is 
certainly inconsiderate 9 and ill-mannered towards others. As long as he 
gets what he needs and wants, he does not care what others think of him. 
I hate to see such a person, even if he is my own brother or father. 

These arguments 10 explain why I hate the things that I mentioned 
above. 

NEW WORDS: 

1, laziness [Meizinis] (n) st/ Itf&i bieng, st/biehg nhac 
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2. predominate [pri'ctomineit] (v) chiem ifu the, vifdttroi 

3. run to and fro (r) di di lai lai 

4. distasteful [dis'teistful] (adj) kho chiu; khong vtfa y 

5. interfere [/ints'fis] (v) gay trd ngai 

6. constant ['lonstant] (adj) khong ngdt, khong dut, lien mien 

7. burden ['baidn] (n) ganh nang 

8. compel [lom'pei] (v) bat buoc, ep, thuc ep 

9. inconsiderate [Jnkan'sidarit] (adj) thieu an can, thieu chu dao, 

thieu quan tarn 

10. argument ['a:gjum3nt] (n) ly le f luan erf 

50. HOW I SPEND MY TIME AFTER SCHOOL 

Toi sir dung then, gian sau gi& hgc nhw thi nao 

As I am now preparing ' for an important examination which will be held 
at the end of this year, I spend most of my time reading my books. There 
are, however, a few other things that I sometimes do during my leisure 2 . 

As soon as I reach home everyday after school, I have my lunch 
quickly in order to have as much time as possible to read my books. 
Eating quickly is not good for health but I have to pass my examination. 
Therefore, the more I am able to read the more certain I can be of passing 
my examination. It is for this reason that I read my books for about two 
hours after lunch everyday. 

After reading in the afternoon, I have my bath and then a cup of tea. 
Having done these, 1 go out to my friend's house near by and discuss our 
lessons for about an hour with my friend. Sometimes we go for a walk 
and as we do so, we talk mainly about our lessons. My friend is very 
good at her lessons and she explains many of the things that I do not 
understand clearly in school. 

Sometimes, however, I remain at home to help my mother in the 
kitchen, especially if we expect some visitors. I must admit that I enjoy 
doing such work, as it helps me to learn how to prepare a good meal. I 
have already learned how to make some delicious 3 cakes by helping my 
mother. 



112 



Then, there are times when I spend some time working in oiu 
vegetable garden. My parents have planted many varieties of vegetables, 
and 1 help them to water the plants so that they may grow well. 

Further. 1 also spend some lime decorating 4 my house, when I feel 
that things in my house have become too dull to look at. 

At night, I study my lesson again, and go to bed late after dinner. 
Thus, my time after school is spent in a variety of way. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. prepare [pri'pea] (v) chuan bi 

2. leisure ['Ie39] (n) thdi gian roi 

3. delicious [di'li/es] (adj) thdm tho, ngon nggt 

4. decorate ['dekareit] (v) trang hoang, trang trf 

51. DESCRIBE THE THINGS YOU ENJOY DOING 

Hay mo td nhivng dieu ma ban thick lam 

I do many things everyday, but the things I enjoy doing most are picking ' 
flowers and preparing my school lessons. 

As a girl of fourteen years of age, 1 help my mother everyday. My 
mother is a very re ligious " lady. Every evening, before her prayers, I go 
out in search of flowers which she needs during her prayers. I must admit 
that looking for flowers around my house is a very pleasant exercise. I go 
to all our neighbours' gardens where a great variety of flowers can be 
found. Our neighbours are very kind and they allow me to pick as many 
flowers as I like. 

As I look at the flowers, I fell extremely happy. They are so beautiful 
and colourful that they make the gardens the best place to visit in our 
area. Once I am in these gardens I spend a long time to pick flowers 
because of the sheer' pleasure of walking inside the gardens. Then, I 
return to the house with the best flowers that grow in these gardens, and 
my mother is always happy to see them. Thus, I must say that I enjoy 
picking flowers very much. 

Preparing my school lessons also gives me a lot of pleasure. As I 
prepare them. I learn many things about the world and its affairs, past 
and present. I also learn about the people around us as well as those who 
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are thousands of miles away in different lands across the oceans. Further, 
I learn more and more new words and phrases which help me to express 
my own thoughts and feelings better. Besides, the knowledge that I 
acquire while preparing my lessons helps me to meet and talk with 
people with greater confidence 4 . It is for these reasons that I like to 
prepare my lessons. 

Thus, the things that I like to do most not only amuse my mind but 
also contribute to the extension 5 of my knowledge. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. pick [pik] (v) hai (hoa) 

2. religious [ri'lid3^s] (adj) sung dao, mo dao, ngoan dao 

3. sheer [Jia] (adj) hoan toan, ddn thuan 

4. confidence ['lonfidans] (n) sit tin cay; sit qua quyet 

5. extension [iks'tenjn] (n) si/md rong 



52. EXPRESS YOUR OPINION ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF STUDYING GEOGRAPHY 

Hay trinh bay quart diem cua ban ve tarn quan trong cua viec 

nghien ciru dia ly 

Geography ' is a fascinating subject. It reveals all the wonderful changes 
and activities that have been going on in the world since the beginning of 
time. 

By reading geography we learn not only about our own country but 
also about countries beyond the seas. We also learn about the mountains, 
oceans, islands, lakes, volcanoes 2 , the winds and a number of other very 
interesting things about the world and the universe 3 . 

Among the important things that we learn in Geography are the 
infinite varieties of creatures, plants, birds and land features that exist in 
the world. We know that there are millions of creatures, small and large, 
of various kinds in all parts of the earth. We also know that many of the 
early creatures have now become extinct, while many of them have 
changed from their original forms. Reading about all these is indeed very 
interesting. 
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We also learn about the various types of plants and birds that exist 
throughout the world. The plants and birds in the cold lands are not the 
same as those in warmer lands. In the same way, the land forms in the 
cold regions are different from those in other regions. In the equatorial 
regions, for example, plant and animal life is luxuriant 4 , while in the 
poles the land is covered with snow, and animal and plant life is less 
abundant . In equatorial regions abundant rain has produced large rivers 
and lakes, while in areas where little rain falls there are large deserts 
without many rivers and lakes. 

As the climate and vegetation 6 of one place are not the same as those 
of another, the habits and activities of the people of different regions are 
also different. Even their religious convictions 7 and languages are 
different from those of other parts of the world. 

Thus, Geography is a very important subject, and because of its width 
and variety it is one of the most interesting subjects to read. 

NEW WORDS 

1. geography [d3i'3grafi] (n) dia ly hoc 

2. volcano [val'keinou] (n) nui lira 

3. universe [*ju:niva:s] (n) vu tru, van vat 

4. luxuriant [lAg'zjuarisnt] (adj) phong phu, phon thjnh; urn turn 

5. abundant [a'bAndant] (adj) nhieu, phong phu, doi dao 

6. vegetation [,ved3i'teijn] (n) thi/c vat, cay coi; tham that vat 

7. conviction [ten'vikjn] (n) si/nhan thifc thay tgi lot 

53. THE IMPORTANCE OF RIVERS 

Tarn quan trgng cua song ngdi 

Rivers have been very useful to men in all parts of the earth since very 
early times. They provide water to slake the thirst 1 of men, to fertilize 
their lands and to provide a means of communication for the goods that 
they transport from place to place. 

Early civilization 2 began on the banks 3 of the great rivers of the 
world, such as the Nile and the Indus. These rivers provided the water 
the people on their banks needed for all their purposes. As people in 
those early days did not have the transport facilities 4 that we have today. 
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they had to live close to the rivers to transport their goods to places along 
the rivers and to draw the water that they needed. 

Rivers not only provided water for their domestic '* needs and 
agricultural purposes but also enabled the people to move from place to 
place along their banks. Boats or rafts 6 were used to travel from one end 
of a river to another. In the same way, goods were also transported. With 
the transport of good? r.nd the contacts of people between different parts 
of the same river there were also many cultural exchanges. Thus, rivers 
helped to spread civilization. 

It is true, however, that rivers have also caused much misery and 
unhappiness to millions of people throughout history. They have caused 
floods and destroyed lives and property in all parts of the earth. For 
example, the Hwang Ho in China has been described as "the sorrow of 
China" because of the destruction that it had caused in the past. 

But it should be realised that floods occur once in several years. Therefore, 
the damage that rivers cause is not so great as the benefits that they confer on 
humanity. Today, rivers continue to be used not only as a source of water for 
drinking and fertilizing the lands or as a means of transport but also as a 
source of electricity which has revolutionized 7 society. 

The importance of rivers is therefore not difficult to appreciate 8 . 

NEW WORDS: 

1. slake the thirst (v) lam giam cdn khat, dd khat 

2. civilization [ / siv9lai'zeij'n; / sivali l zei/n] (n) nen van minh 

3. bank [baenk] (n) bd song 

4. facilities [fe'silitiz] (n) dieu kien de dang, thuan tdi; tien nghi 

5. domestic [da'mestik] (adj) trong nha, trong gia dinh 

6. raft [ra:ft] (n) be, mang; be go 

7. revolutionize [,rev3'lu:J"9naiz] (v) each mang hoa 

8. appreciate [a'pri: Jieit] (v) dinh gia dung, danh gia cao, hie'u ro gia 

trj, thtfdng th&c 
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54. THE VALUE OF BOOKS 



Gid tri cua sack. 

Deep in the heart of every good book lies the distilled 1 wisdom of 
centuries. To read it is to become wiser. 

Books are written for the benefit and pleasure of all those who like to 
read them. But ihey are of various types. There are books for children, as 
well as for adults. Some books are written for the specialists ", some are 
written for students in the schools and universities, and many are written 
just for the pleasures of the mind. Indeed, the variety of books is infinite. 

One of the reasons for the existence of such a wide variety of books is 
that the field of knowledge is very extensive. Even to grasp a small part 
of it, one has to read several books for many years. Another reason is that 
different people have different likes and dislikes. The book that one likes 
to read, the other may not like. To meet these broad and varying 3 needs 
of people for information, knowledge, recreation and aesthetic 4 
enjoyment, more and more books are being written every year. 

Those who aim to specialize in a certain branch of knowledge 
concentrate more on the books that provide information on their 
particular field 5 of study. In the libraries and book shops they look 
mainly for such books. But those who have no particular interest in any 
subject read and buy all types of books. Sometimes they buy books 
intended for the specialist, sometimes they buy those written for children, 
and sometimes if they are preparing for some examination, they buy 
books which give some information on their examination subjects. 

Almost every book extends the knowledge of the reader and develops 
his intellect 6 as well. Even if the reader does not learn any new facts from 
the book, he may at least 7 learn a few new words, expressions or ideas. In 
fact, certain books are written mainly to acquaint the reader with the 
beauty of language and ideas. They do not deal with facts or actual 
human experiences. Books of this type provide great pleasure to the 
mind, and almost everyone who loves reading buys a few of such books. 

Books have also helped to promote 8 better understanding among the 
peoples of the world. By reading books, the people of one country have 
come to know about the achievements 9 of those in other countries. 

Thus, books could be regarded as one of the channels 10 of 
communication among men. Indeed, without books man would not have 
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made so much progress as he has made today. By applying the 
knowledge that he has gained from books to practical purposes, he has 
made the world a "pleasant place to live in. Civilization therefore owes a 
great debt to these inanimate 1 ' things called books. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. distil [dis'til] (v) due kit; chWng cat 

2. specialist ['spejslist] (n) chuyen gia, chuyen vien 

3. varying [Veariiri] (adj) hay thay doi, hay bien doi; khong on dinh 

4. aesthetic [i:s'0etik] (adj) (thuoc) my hoc, tham my 

5. field [fi;ld] (n) IJnh vifc, pham vi 

6. intellect ['intalekt] (n) tr/tue; trinang 

7. at least [aet li;st] ft nhat; toi thieu 

8. promote [pre'maut] (v) thuc day, khfch IS, xuc tie'n, day manh 

9. achievement [a't/i:vm9nt] (n) thanh tfch, thanh tt/u 

10. channel ['t/aenl] (n) kenh; ngudn (thong tin, tin tut...) 

11. inanimate [in'aenimit] (adj) vo tri vo giac 

55. DO YOU THINK THAT PHYSICAL EDUCATION IS 

IMPORTANT? 

B#n cd nghirang gido diic the chat la quan trong khong? 

The value of physica l 1 education has been realized since the earliest 
times of human existence. The Greeks and the Romans considered it 
indispensable to the development of a good personality and character. 

Today, in all the schools and universities in the world, a great deal 
emphasis 3 is being placed on physical education as a means of producing 
citizens of good character and personality. 

Physical education develops the muscles 4 of the body scientifically 
and increases muscular activity and physical strength. All this makes the 
body active and efficient. It is now also realized that there is a close 
connection between the body and the mind. Therefore, if the body is 
active, the mind too is active. Proof 5 of this can be easily found among 
children. Children who are inactive 6 physically are usually also mentally 
lazy. An active and efficient body is a healthy body. When the body is 
healthy, the mind too is and therefore happy. Thus, physical education 



contributes greatly to the health and happiness of an individual . Such an 
individual could do a great deal for the good of society. 

Physical education can also contribute to the strength of a nation. If 
the youths of a country receive proper physical education, they can build 
up a strong country to protect itself from foreign attacks or invasions 8 . 

Further, physical education provides opportunities 9 for contacts with 
people of other lands. Athletes 10 of all countries meet at various countries 
at various times to compete with one another and thus promote common 
understanding among countries for the benefit of one another. 

It is, therefore, not without reason that physical education has been a 
part and parcel 11 of academic pursuit 12 today. I do therefore agree that 
physical education is important to all people. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. physical ['fizikl] (adj) (thuoc) the chat 

2. indispensable [,indis'pensabl] (adj) tuyet ddi can thiet 

3. emphasis ['emfasis] (n) si/nhan manh, tarn quan trong 

4. muscle ['itiasI] (n) bap thit, ccf 

5. proof [pru:f] (n) chCtng cu 1 ; bang chu'ng 

6. inactive [in'aektiv] (adj) khong boat dong, thieu boat dong 

7. individual [,indi'vidjual] (adj) ca nhan 

8. invasion [in'vei3n] (n) sifxam liftfc, si/xam chiem 

9. opportunity [pps'tjuiniti] (adj) cO hoi, thdi cd 

10. athlete faeGlht] (n) van dong vien; life si 

11. part and parcel [pa:t and 'pa:s(a)l] thanh phan khong the thieu 

12. pursuit [p3 r sju:t] (n) si/theo duo); nghe nghiep hoac boat dong 

56. THE IMPORTANCE OF READING NEWSPAPERS 

Tarn quan trong cua viec doc bdo 

As the name suggests newspapers are a source of news and information. 
In several respect s 1 they are also a medium 2 of communication among 
the peoples of the world. 

Today there are hundreds of newspapers all over the world. 
Everywhere there is a keen 3 desire to learn more and more about the 
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affairs of the world. This is partly the result of the spread of education 
which sharpens one's curiosity to learn about distant lands. 

As a source of news, the newspaper is almost indispensable to those 
whose thirst for knowledge is insatiable 4 . They contain news on events iv 
distant corners of the earth. Information about such events arrives aimov 
immediately. As a result, people everywhere are informed about the mosi 
important events in the world very quickly and almost al the same lime. 
For example, if a war breaks out in one part of the world today, the 
people in the other parts will certainly come to know about it tomorrow. 
As a result, all the countries of the world are able to do something 
quickly to help those who have suffered because of the war or to 
persuade the countries at war to cease ' s fighting. 

Newspapers also play an important part in keeping the peoples of the 
world informed about the troubles that might arise in the future, if 
nothing is done to prevent them from happening. For example, if a 
dispute arises 6 between two countries for any reason, the newspapers can 
keep the peoples of the world informed about what might happen if 
nothing is done to persuade the two countries to resolve their differences 
peacefully. In this way many wars have been avoided because of the 
intervention 7 of some countries in the disputes of many countries which 
were given prominence * in newspapers. 

When all this is considered, we feel that there is some silent 
communication among countries through the medium of newspapers for 
the common benefit of the countries of the world. 

Further, constant reading of newspapers improves one's outlook on 
life and makes one a more reasonable person. The importance of the 
newspaper is therefore obvious. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. respect [ri'spekt] (n) phtfefng dien, khia canh 

2. medium ['mhdism] (n) phircfng tien 

3. keen [ki:n] (adj) manh iiet, thiet tha, nhiet tinh 

4. insatiable [in'seijebl] (adj) khong the thoa man 6Mc 

5. cease [si:s] (v) dirng, ngirng, ngdt, tanh 

6. arise [s'raiz] (v) xuat hien, nay sinh ra, xay ra 

7. intervention [,inta'ven Jn] (n) sir can thiep, sir xen vao 

8. prominence ['pnminans] (n) sir noi bat, sir dang chu y 
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57, "WATER IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL LIVING 
THINGS". Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons 

for your opinion 

'Ww&c rat quan trong cho moi sink vat". Ban co dong y hay 
khong? Neu nhuiig ly do gidi thich quan diem ciia ban 

Without water no living thing on the earth could survive. We need water 
to quench ' our thirst, water our lands to grow crops or to keep the 
animals and fowls 2 in our homes alive. Even the plants and insects in all 
parts of the world need water to live. 

We also need water to produce electricity and to carry our goods or 
trade. Electricity is very important for our comforts today. Almost 
everything that we use in our homes today depends on the use of 
electricity. In the same way, water also helps to transport many or the 
goods that we need for our homes. Ships, rafts and boats carry many things 
from distant lands and help to exchange goods between one country and 
another. Transport by water is easier and cheaper than by air or land. 

But water has also caused much sorrow and hardship in all parts of 
the world. Floods and heavy rains have destroyed crops, lives and 
property through the centuries and caused much sorrow everywhere. 

Yet, water is so important that all living things, including the tiniest of 
creatures, will continue to struggle to get it whenever or wherever they 
can. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. quench [kwentf] (v) lam het khat 

2. fowl [faul] (n) chim, ga 

58. THE VALUE OF EDUCATION 

Gid tri ciia nen gido due 

Briefly 1 , education means the acquisitio n 2 of knowledge and abilities, 
and the development of one's character and mental powers by systematic 
training and instruction. Education is therefore of great value to any 
person. 

It has been realized that a person without education is deprived ' of 
many benefits. He not only lacks the knowledge of human affairs but 
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also the ability to appreciate the value of many of the things that concern 
his own welfare. Thus, he is not able to contribute his full share to the 
progress of society and the world. Neither is he able to develop his 
personality to the fullest extent. 

One of the greatest benefits of education is that it helps a person to 
understand the position that he occupies in society. It helps him to speak 
and conduct himself with confidence and dignity 4 which earn him the 
respect and admiration of others. Thus, he occupies an important position 
in society, and people look up to him as their leader. 

Another benefit of education today is that it helps one to secure 
lucrative 5 employment. In the world of today, almost every kind of 
employment requires some understanding of a few basic principles of 
science : mathematics, economics, engineering, accountanc y 6 or some 
other subjects on the part of the worker. Thus, the better education a 
person has better prospects 7 he has of securing attractive positions in the 
various professions. 

Finally, education makes a person sympathetic and considerate 
towards others. He is helpful to those who need his advice and guidance, 
and is not critical of those who commit offences 8 or mistakes out of 
ignorance 9 or necessity. Further, he does not like to hurt the feelings of 
others. Even if he is extremely provoked 10 , he tries to express his 
displeasure or anger in words which give the slightest offence to others 
and yet express his outraged feelings adequately ". 

As a result of all these qualities that a person acquires through 
education, he becomes a very pleasant person to associate 12 with. He thus 
lives a fuller life in socially. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. briefly ['bri:fli] (adv) mot each van tat, ngan gon 

2. acquisition [ 7 aekwi'zi Jn] (n) si/di/dc, si/ gianh difdc, sif thu dMc, 

st/dat di/dc 

3. deprive [di'praiv] (v) lay di, ttfdc di 

4. dignity ['digniti] (n) pharn gia; pham each; Jong tiftrong; chin gia 

tri 

5. lucrative ['Iu:kr3tiv] (adj) co Idi, slnh idi 

6. accountancy [s'kauntansi] (n) nghe ke toan 

7. prospects ['pnspekts] (n. plu.) kha nang thanh cong, trien vgng 



8. offence [a'fens] (n) st/vi pham, sifpham tgi 

9. ignorance ['ignarans] (n) thieu kien th&c, ngu dot 

10. provoke [pra'vauk] (v) khieu khich; choc tttc 

11. adequately ['aedikwitli] (adv) tuVng xttog, thich dang, thoa dang 

12. associate [a'sao/iit] (v) kit giao, giao thiep 

59. AN INTEREST3NG STORY 1 HAVE HEARD 

Mgt cdu chuyen ly thu toi da nghe 

An interesting story that i have heard is about a deserted house in a 
remote village somewhere in India. 

The house had not been occupied for several years after the death of 
its owner. For some reason no one liked or cared for the owner. 
Therefore, when he died, he was not buried. His dead body remained in 
his bed until it was reduced to its skeleton 1 . 

One evening a traveller was passing by this house when it suddenly 
began to rain heavily. Looking for shelter , he ran into this house, where, 
to his surprise and terror, he saw a human skeleton. But the rain had not 
stopped and it was rapidly growing dark. He has therefore no choice but to 
sit there, in the hope that somebody like him might come in to keep him 
company 3 . But no one came. It was now too dark to see anything outside. 
He therefore decided to spend the night in that dark and lonely house. 

The rain continued to fall unabated 4 . The wind was strong and there 
was much lightning. The traveller lay on the floor but he could not sleep 
with the skeleton inside the house. After several hours, there was a 
sudden very cold crawling 5 over his body, he was now too frightened to 
move. After a while, he heard another strange cry. Just at that moment, a 
lightning flashed across the sky when he saw a large animal jump out of 
the house through a window which had been open. He now began to pray 
for his safety. 

While he was in this position, some robbers 6 happened to take shelter 
in the verandah 7 of the house. They began to talk and laugh loudly. 
Hearing the voices, the traveller began to ask some questions from inside 
to make sure that there were some people outside. But the robbers were 
now frightened. They thought that it was the voice of ghost. They ran 
away as fast as they could. 
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When morning came, the traveller rushed out of the house and never 
returned to that part of the country. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. skeleton ['skelitn] (n) bo xu'Ong 

2. shelter ['Jelts] (n) cho nudng tWa, cho che chd, chS an nau 

3. keep sb company co ai ben minh lam bau ban 

4. unabated [,Ana'beitid] (adj) khong giam sut, khong yeu di 

5. crawl [kro:l] (n) lam sdn gai 6c 

6. robber ['robaj (n) ke cttdp; ke trom 

7. verandah [va'raenda] (n) hien, he, hanh fang 

60, MY MOST FAVOURITE SUBJECT 

M6n hoc iva thich nhdt ciia toi 

My most favourite subject is English which is today one of the most 
important languages in the world. It is spoken and understood in all parts 
of the earth. 

English has become an international language for a variety of reasons. 
One of the most important of them is that the English people have been 
well-known for their knowledge of science medicine, engineering, 
government and all other matters that are useful for the progress of the 
human race. It is because or the scientists of England that the motor- 
engine has become the most important machine in the world today. 

In the same way, English scholar 1 have studied the past and 
discovered many things of great value to the peoples of the world. Some 
of the things which were useful to men in the early days were later 
forgotten by others. Such things arc now again being used, owing to the 
work of English scholars. 

The insati a ble thirst 2 for knowledge of the English scholars has 
contributed to the progress of man in almost all fields of his activity. 
Thousands of books have been w ritten by such scholars on almost every 
subject that one can think of. Thus, people whose native tongue '' is not 
English have learnt English u ith great interest as a means of acquiring 
knowledge of all human affairs. 
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As a result or this interest English is used almost everywhere in the 
world. It is used in ail the important meetings and conferences and 
debates * such as in the United Nations. It is also used in all the leading 
Universities in the world and in international trade and commerce 5 . As it 
is used so widely, English has indeed become a very rich language. 
People of all the countries of the world have contributed new ideas and 
thoughts to this language. Thus, more and more new words are being 
coined 0 to make this language more and more useful for the 
communication of ideas and information among the peoples of the world. 

It is for all these reasons ihat 1 like to study the English language. 

NEW WORDS: 

1 scholar ['skola] (n) hoc gia 

2. insatiable thirst [in'sei/abl 03:st] si/khat khao khong the thoa man 

3. native tongue ['neitiv tAnj (n) tieng me de 

4. debate [di'beit] (n) cuoc tranh luan, cuoc thao luan, cuoc tranh cai 

5. commerce ['kDmsis] (n) thifdng mat; thWdng nghiep 

6. coin [loin] (v) tao ra, dat ra, sang che 

61- DESCRIBE AN UNPLEASANT DREAM THAT 
YOU HAVE HAD 

Hay mo id lai myt giac mtfxau ma ban gap 

Everyone dreams. Some dreams are pleasant and some are not. One of 
the most unpleasant dreams that I have had concerns ' a wild creature 
which used to visit a village every night in search of blood and flesh. 

It is difficult for me to give a proper description " of the creature. It 
was tall, black and hairy. Its legs and hands resembled 3 those of a man, 
but its face was like that of a leopard 4 . It walked like a man but it could 
also run like an animal when it wished. Its home was not on land but in 
the sea. 

However, its thirst for blood was insatiable. Every night when all the 
people in the village that it used to visit went to bed, it would come out 
of the sea and quietly go into the village. It would look for a man who 
might be outside. Such was its luck that it found at least one man every 
night. Its method of attack was simple. As soon as it saw a man, it would 
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put its powerful hands round his neck and strangle 3 him. At the same 
time it would sink its teeth into the flesh and drink his blood. This 
unfortunate man would have no time to shout, for death came swiftly 6 . 

In this way. the creature had killed a lot of people, but no one could 
explain their disappearance. As the foot prints of the creature were 
similar to those of a tall and big man, no one could distinguish 7 between 
the foot prints of the creature and those of a man. 

Then, one night, I happened to be in the village. The creature, 
however, did not see me when it came. I was at first frightened, but when 
I saw it had caught and killed a man, I felt brave. I knew that it would 
now not bother 8 to kill me. I therefore decided to follow the creature. 

Not suspecting that it was being followed, the creature stopped at a 
place and began to eat the man. When it was satisfied, it picked up the 
remains of the man and slowly walked back into the sea which was only 
a short distance from the village. All the while I moved very cautiously 9 . 

Then, I ran back to the village and told the people what had happened. 
On the next day, the villagers waited near the sea with all the weapons 
that they had. The creature came out for its usual meals, but this was an 
unfortunate day for the creature. 

As soon as it was on the land, the villagers surrounded 10 it and killed 
it. Its cries of pain and anger before it died were such that I suddenly 
woke up to find that I was only dreaming. I felt greatly relieved. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. concern [kan'sa:n] (v) lien quan den, dfnh Ifu tdi 

2. description [dis'kripj"n] (n) si/diin ta, st/md ta, st/mieu ta 

3. resemble [ri'zembl] (v) giong vdi, ttfdng ttf 

4. leopard f'lepsd] (n) con bao 

5. strangle ['straerjgl] (v) siet co chet; bop nghet 

6. swiftly ['swiftli] (adv) nhanh; nhanh chong; ngay lap tut 

7. distinguish [dis'tingwij] (v) phan b/et 

8. bother ['boda] (v) ay nay, ban khoan lo ngai 

9. cautiously [to: Jasli] (adv) can than, than trgng 

10. surround [sa'raund] (v) vay quanh, bao quanh 
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62, GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HOW YOU SPENT 
YOUR LAST HOLIDAY 

Hay ke lai ban da trai qua ky nghi vim roi the nao 

During my last school holidays, I spent a few days at my cousin's house 
at Morib, a well-known sea resort 1 . 1 shall never forget that visit. 

On the day I arrived at Morib, my cousin told me that he would do to 
make my stay there a very interesting one. He said that he would first 
make a raft " to use it in the sea. Then he would buy fishing net to catch 
some fish in the shallow waters near the coast. When I heard all this, I 
was very delighted "* because it was for these reasons that I had decided to 
visit my cousin. We then walked up to the beach which is near his house. 

While we were there, sometime in the evening, the sea looked 
extremel y 4 beautiful. I saw the islands and hills in the distance, the birds 
in the air, and a few boys and girls playing on the beach. I also saw some 
fishermen coming out of the water with their catch. All this was indeed 5 
very interesting to look at. 

On the next day, my cousin and I collected 6 some tree trunks from the 
forest nearby. As my cousin's house is close to the sea, we decided to 
make the raft on the beach itself. It took us almost the whole morning to 
make the raft. We then had our lunch and went to Banting, the nearest 
town, to buy fishing net. After that we returned to my cousin's house. 

In the evening we put the raft on the sea. The water was still high, but 
the raft floated quite well. My cousin and I sat on it and began to row 7 it 
by using the oars 8 that we had made ourselves. We felt very happy 
indeed and continued to row it. We remained 9 on it for a long time, but as 
it was already getting dark 10 we did not go far. We returned to the shore 
and tied 1 1 the raft to a tree. 

On the next day, we went out to catch some crab s' 2 and fish. We used 
the net that we had bought and caught a lot of fish. Then, we had our 
lunch and went out again on the raft. We continued to row it as far as we 
could. It was really a pleasure to be away from the shore. The sea was 
calm and we could row with ease 13 . My cousin told me many interesting 
things about Morib. We then returned to the shore. 

In this way, I spent my holidays happily at Morib, a place I shall 
never forget. 
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NEW WORDS: 

1. sea resort [si: ri:'zD:t] (n) no'i nghi mat d bd bien 

2. raft [ra:ft] (n) cai be, cat mang 

3. delighted [dVlaiticl] (adj) vui mtTng, hai long 

4. extremely [iks'trhmli] (adv) vo cung, cut dp, cut ky 

5. indeed l'tn'di:d] (adv) qua tfrifc 

6. trunk [trArjk] (n) than cay 

7. row [rou] (v) cheo thuyen 

8. oar [D:(r)] (n) mat cheo 

9. remain [ri'mein] (v) d lai 

10. to get dark (Mi) toi dan 

11. tie [tai] (v) buoc, cot, troi 

12. crab [krseb] (n) con cua 

13. ease [i:z] (n) si/ de dang 

63. WHY SHOULD WE HAVE GOOD MANNERS? 

Tai sao chung ta nen co nh&n each tot? 

Good manners are imporlant to live happily among people. Without good 
manners we are only slightly 1 better than animals. 

The modem society consists of more people than it did in the past. 
These people are of various cultural, racial, religious 2 and professional 
back gr o unds 3 . To live among such people therefore requires great 
powers of endurance and abilities of mixing with people. Good manners 
enable one to tolerate 4 the disagreeable 5 attitudes of others to a great 
extent. They also help to promote friendship among the people around. 

If one has good manners one is respected by those who associat e 6 
with one. Having good manners, however, does not mean that one should 
be polite, understanding, and sympathetic only when one is outside one's 
home but also inside one's home. There arc many people who are very 
kind and polite to people outside their homes, but within their own 
homes they are worse than the devil himself. Such people do not really 
have good manners. 

Having good manners means that wc should always be good to others. 
Our speech and habits as well as our hehaviour should not hurt the 
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feelings of others or cause them any inconvenience 7 . We should also not 
talk ill about others or boast 8 about our achievements or personal 
possessions. We must not laugh at the weaknesses and failures 9 of others. 
Further, if we are angry we must try to use words in such a way that 
others are not offended 10 . 

If we have all these qualities, we will have more friends and well- 
wishers. We will also have less trouble from others, and those who 
associate with us will also, learn how to behave well. In this way, our 
good manners will help to spread better understanding and good-will 
among others. Thus, we can live a happier life. It is for all these reasons 
that we should have good manners. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. slightly ['slaitli] (adv) nhd; d mot mut do khdng ding ke 

2. racial ['rei/l] (adj) d$c truhg cho chung tgc 

3. background ['baekgraund] (n) boi canh 

4. tolerate ['tolsreit] (v) tha thtf, khoan dung 

5. disagreeable [,disa'gri:abl] (adj) khdng thu vi, khdng vCta y 

6. associate [a'ssu/iit] (v) ketgiao, cong tac 

7. inconvenience [,ink9n'vi:nj3ns] (n) stfbattien, si/ phien phut 

8. boast [baust] (v) khoe khoang, tit kieu 

9. failure ['feilja] (n) su that bai 

10. offend [a'fend] (v) xuc pham; lam but minh; tarn kho chiu 

11. good-will [gud'wil] (n) thien y, thien chi; long tot 

64. JOURNALISM AS A CAREER 

Nganh bdo chi cung la mdt nghe nghiep 

Almost everyone who can read and write sometimes feels the urge to 
write on some favourite topic. But some people love writing so rpuch 
that they spend much of their time in writing something on 1 various 
subjects for the sheer pleasure of writing. Such people usually become 
skillful writers; and if the ability to write with ease and facility ' was 
enough to achieve 2 success in the field of journalism 3 , many people 
would make journalism their career. 
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In countries like England and Japan, where there are hundreds of 
newspapers and journals, journalism is an attractive profession. It is a 
very good source or income to many. But in Malaysia there are so few 
newspapers and journals that journalism offers almost no prospect of 
success. Even in England and Japan, however, many people have failed 
to achieve any success in this field. To be successful in journalism, one 
must have many other qualities, besides the ability to write effectively. 
One of the most important qualities is the ability to judge 4 what the 
average reader likes or dislikes. If one writes for a political journal, one 
should have a fair knowledge of what the readers of that journal expect 
from it. If one writes for a women's journal, *one should know almost 
instinctively 5 what its readers prefer. Accordingly, the journalist should 
gather information from all possible sources for his articles and stories 
for publication. He may even have to distort 6 or omit certain facts and 
information, which in his judgement may appear unpleasant to his 
readers. Further, if certain unpleasant facts have to be revealed to his 
readers, he has to employ words with such skill that his readers will take 
almost no offence. All these require great intellectual qualities. 

Besides, to collect information, the journalist has to travel extensively 
and meet many people, far and near. As too much travelling involve 
great physical activity, the journalist has to pay sufficient 7 attention to his 
health to keep himself strong. He has also to cultivate pleasing habits to 
meet all sorts of people. He must also he prepared to work under very 
unpleasant circumstances 8 . For example, if he is working for a popular 
newspaper, he may have to be at the scene or a battle and risk his life to 
send his report to his newspaper office. All this involves great personal 
sacrifice. 

Finally, a good journalist should have a good grasp of the 
constitutiona l 9 rights of the citizens of his country and the policies of his 
government. He should also know the laws of libel 10 and slander 11 . 
Ignorance of any or these may lead him to make unfair criticisms and 
disclosures ' 2 which may cause serious troubles in the country. Thus, 
success in journalism is not easy to attain, and only a few people make it 
their career. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. facility [fa'siliti] (n) kha nang hoc hoac lam viec mot each de dang 

2. achieve [a'tjhv] (v) dat dude, gianh dude 



3. journalism ['dsamsllzm] (n) nghe lam bao, nghe vie't bao 

4. judge ['d3Ad3] (v) xet, xet doan, phan doan, danh gia 

5. instinctively [in'stinktivli] (adv) theo ban nang, do ban nang 

6. distort [dis'tD:t] (n) lam meo mo; bop meo, xuyen tac 

7. sufficient [sa'fijnt] (adj) day du 

8. circumstance ['ssiksmstsns] (n) hoan canh, trifdng hdp, tinh 

huong 

9. constitutional [,lonstrtJu: Janl] (adj) (thuoc) hien phap, theo hien 

phap, dung vdi hien phap 

10. libe! ['laibsl] (n) Idi phi bang; tot phi bang 

11. slander ['sla:ncte] (n) stfvu khong, si/vu cao 

12. disclosure [dis'kl3U39] (n) si/vach tran, sif phdi bay 

65. BEAUTY IN NATURE 

Cdi dep trong Men nhien 

Beauty is hard to define but easy to recognise. In nature beauty may be 
discerned 1 in all things and places, even in the most unexpected regions 
of the earth. 

There is beauty in the infinite variety of flowers, birds, animals and 
plants, many of which are vividly colourful. There is beauty in 
mountains, valleys and hills, and in the skies. Thus, beauty can be found 
in all the creations of God 2 . Then hunter who scans 3 the forests for his 
quarry 4 is often fascinated by the beauty that he finds in objects, which 
conceal beautiful flowers from human sight, suddenly reveal 6 theil 
secrets to him when he stumbles 7 over them. The fisherman who turns to 
the sea for his livelihood is fascinated by the beauty of the multitudinous 8 
creatures that swarm in the seas. Many of these creatures are found even 
on the shore. But the oceans often conceal the beauty that lies below their 
surface, and to catch a glimpse 9 of the beauty of the world below the sea, 
hundreds of divers everywhere explore the bottoms of the oceans, even at 
the risk of losing their lives in the unknown regions of the world below. . 

Even the farmer and the traveller appreciate the beauty that is found in 
nature. The farmer finds beauty in the variety of the plants that he grows. 
The traveller is impressed with the beauty of distant hills and mountains, 
and the beauty of meadering 10 rivers in large valleys. He is also 
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appreciative of the beauty of the night. As he travel in the moon-light, he 
looks at the landscape and is lost in admiration of it. 

The beauty in nature is also appreciated by others. Almost every one 
delights to see the rushing streams and the numerous birds and animals 
that may be found in every part of the earth, for these are part of the 
ornaments 1 1 of nature. Even the tiniest of creatures has a beauty of its own. 
In search of this beauty in nature, men in all parts of the world are 
travelling great distances and spending a great deal of money, even in 
some cases, even their life savings. It is this appreciation of natural beauty 
that impels 12 men to visit distant lands which have a beauty of their own. 
Men have also visited the islands that are spread throughout the world in 
search of the natural beauty. Many have seen visited the cold deserts in the 
Arties as well as the hot deserts where few plants grow, in search of the 
beauty that may be found in these regions, despite the lack of vegetation 
and animals life. The deserts are indeed the home of many beautiful plants 
and animals which find sufficient refuge 13 in these parts, and many of the 
birds too, here are remarkable 14 for their beauty. 

But the person who is most appreciative of natural beauty is the poet 
who finds music and beauty even in the movement of the clouds and 
winds. His deep appreciation of the beauty that he finds around him 
impels him to give utterance 15 to it in the most expressive language, 
which is itself often of imperishable 16 beauty. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. discern [di'ssin] (v) nhin thitc, thay ro 

2. God [god] (n) ChuaTrdi, ThMng Be 

3. scan [skaenj(v) xem ti mi; k'tem tra can than 

4. quarry ['kwori] (n) con moi 

5. conceal [ken'si:!] (v) giau giem, giau, che day 

6. reveal [riVhl] (v) boc Id, bleu IS; tiet lo 

7. stumble ['stAmbl] (v) vap, trWcft chin 

8. multitudinous [,mAlti'tju:dinas] (adj) rat nhieu, v6 sd, dong vo ke 

9. glimpse [glimps] (n) cai nhin ii/dtqua, cai nhin thoang qua 

10. meander [mi'aenda] (v) ngoan ngoeo, quanh co, khuc khuyu 

11. ornament [binament] (n) do trang hoang, dd trang tri 

12. impel [im'pel] (v) thuc ep, bit buoc 
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13. refuge ['refju :d3] (n) ndi tron trinh; ndi an nau; ndi tru ah 

14. remarkable [ri'ma;kabl] (adj) dang chu y, dangdey 

15. utterance ['Atarsns] (n) stfphatbieu, sif bay to 

16. imperishable [im'peri/sbl] (adj) bat hu, bat tit, bat diet 

66. "IT IS ESSENTIAL TO PROGRESS THAT EACH 
GENERATION SHALL REBEL AGAINST THE IDEAS 
OF THE GENERATION BEFORE IT". Discuss 

Bieu mdu chot doi v&i svrphdt trim la moi the h# se ndi len 
chong lai nhungy kien cua thi hi trw&c do 

Progress is the germination 1 of ideas. Almost every thing that people use 
today for their convenience originated from ideas conceived 2 by some men 
in the past. It is the nature or men, however, to accept the social 
conventions 3 of their times. The fear of ridicule 4 restrains 5 them from 
defying the existing customs and practices or from expressing their own 
ideas and beliefs on certain things. Yet, there have always appeared a few 
individuals in every generation who have expressed thoughts which were 
not entertained 6 by the generality or the people. It is such men who act up 
to their convictions that are often responsible for progress in the world. 

It has been realised that until some men have the moral strength to 
oppose 7 the views of a generation, no progress occurs in the political or 
social life of that generation. For example, when the idea of a 
locomotive 8 was conceived by George Stevenson, many ridiculed it as 
fantastic; but as soon as the idea was put into concrete 9 shape; people 
realised the benefits that they could derive from the use of this invention, 
which revolutionised transport and affected the lives of the people 
t remendously 10 . It helped to increase mobility, and soon much progress 
occurred in all sphere c social life in England. Even those who were 
working hard to discover the causes and cure of diseases in the past were 
often described as eccentric 11 : but there was sufficient faith and 
preseverence 12 among these men to impel them to carry on with their 
work until success crowned their efforts. 

Similarly, many generations in England and France considered it 
almost sacrilegious 13 to oppose the Monarchy 14 in any form. As a result, 
there was practically no constitutional progress, and many of the citizens 
in these countries suffered political injustice. Then, however, a 
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generation began to have different ideas about the Monarchy, and soon 
strong opposition to the prevailing 15 system of government was 
expressed, which caused tremendous changes in the political life on the 
people in these two countries, though not at the same time. In France, the 
Monarchy was abolished in the end, and in England royal absolutism 16 
yielded to constitutional monarchy. People now began to enjoy more 
political freedom, with the result that there was much progress in all 
aspects of national life. 

Sometimes, however, it becomes disastrous 17 for a generation to rebel 
against the ideas of the previous generation. In Germany and Japan, for 
example, there were several generations which viewed wars with 
abhorrence 18 . Then a generation arose which could not hold the same 
ideas of peace. This generation began to speak of the glory of war, and 
the people of these countries began to concentrate on the production of 
war materials. The aggressive designs of these two countries caused 
other countries also to prepare for war. Thus, conflicts soon broke out, 
which developed into world wars, and millions of people of all races 
perished 19 in the conflagratio n 20 . Instead of progress there was 
destruction and sorrow. 

It is therefore hard to say with conviction that a rebellion of a 
generation against the ideas of the previous generation would inevitably 2 ' 
lead to progress. Only the purpose of the rebellion could indicate whether 
there will be any progress. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. germination [,d39:mi'nei.Tn] (n) st/ nay mam, si/moc mong 

2. conceive [kan'sl:v] (v) hinh dung, quan niem 

3. convention [kan'ven/n] (n) tuc le, le thifdng; quy ifdc 

4. ridicule [Yidikju:!] (n) st/nhao bang, si/che nhao, st/gieu cdt 

5. restrain [ri'strein] (v) ngan trd; can trd; kiem che 

6. entertain [,enta'tein] (v) san sang va vui long xem xet 

7. oppose O'pauz] (v) chong dot, phan do/ 

8. locomotive flsuksmsutiv] (n) dau may (xe ICta) 

9. concrete ['k3n.kri:t] (adj) cu the 

10. tremendously [tri'mendssli] (adv) ghe gdm, to Idn 

11. eccentric [ik'sentrik] (n) ngWdi lap di, ngWdi ky cue 
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12. preseverence [,pa:si'vi9rin.] (adj) kien nhan, kien tri; ben gan 

13. sacrilegious [,saekri'lid33s] (adj) pham thWdng; bang bo than 
" thanh 

14. monarchy ['rronski] (n) nen quan chu; chS'dd quan chu 

15. prevailing [priVeiliq] (adj) dang thinh hanh, phobien khap, rat 
thong dung 

16. absolutism ['aebssluitizm] (n) chfnh the chuyen che 

17. disastrous [di'zcrstras] (adj) tai hai, tham khSc; bat hanh 

18. abhorrence [ab'horans] (n) sifghe tdm 

19. perish ['peri J"] (v) diet vong; chit; bo mang, bo mmh 

20. conflagration [,lonfte'greiJn] (n) dam chay Idn; tai hoa Idn, set 
xung ddt idn 

21. inevitably [in'evitabli] (adv) chac han, chacchan 

67. Do you agree that the study of Mathematics is 
essential to the progress or the human race? 

Ban cd dongy rang viec nghien ciru Todn hoc la thietyeu doi voi 
suphat trim cua loin ngirdi? 

Though the study of Mathematics had occupied the attention of Egyptian 
and Greek scholars centuries ago, yet it was only after the advent of the 
Industrial Revolution that the importance of the subject was fully realised 
by scholars and educationists everywhere. Today, Mathematics is one of 
the most important subjects in all the schools and universities of the world. 

Before the Industrial Revolution, men lived very simple lives. 
Agriculture, hunting and fishing were then their main sources of 
livelihood. It did not occur to them that their lives could be made more 
comfortable if they only exercised their mental faculties 1 a little more 
and organised a system of knowledge, which we now call the Science, 
and applied it to practical purposes. Thus, they turned to nature for 
sustenance 2 , and were satisfied with what they could acquire from nature 
with their skills. This simple mode of existence was, however, disturbed 
by the inventions of a few men, sometime in the eighteenth century, 
which caused people everywhere to think of new ways of improving 
their conditions of living. The inventions revealed new sources of 
comfort, and power for the production of goods. Thus, the Industrial 
Revolution began. More and more machines were invented for the rapid 
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production of goods, and the study of Mathematics began to receive great 
encouragement 3 , for it was realised that machines function on 
mathematical principles. 

The intensive 4 study of Mathematics revealed its potentialities 5 . It was 
soon applied not only to invent new machinery but also to explain t 
abstruse 6 subjects such as Physics, Logic and many others. In fact, 
Mathematics is now used to teach and explain almost every important 
subject in schools and universities. Even the construction of buildings 
and bridges requires a deep knowledge of Mathematics. 

The study of Mathematics has also helped to increase the mental 
powers of men. They are not only able to think more clearly than they 
could before but are also able to understand and explain many of the 
things which they could not understand earlier. 

Sometimes, however, Mathematical principles have been applied for 
tragic consequences 7 . In battles and wars, bombs and cannon-balls 8 have 
been released with remarkable accuracy to destroy the enemy. This fact 
reveals how knowledge of Mathematics could be used to hinder human 
progress. But such a situation develops only when men have lost their 
patience and their capacity for compromise and fortunately the leaders of 
the world today are trying their utmost to remove the causes for war. 

In general, however, men have a natural impulse 9 to live in peace and 
harmony with others, and almost every invention is aimed at promoting 
the welfare 10 of the peoples of the world. Thus, the human race has 
benefited from the efforts of those who have made the fullest use of 
Mathematical principles for all their inventions. I therefore agree that the 
study of Mathematics is essential to the progress of the human race. 

NEW WORDS: 

1 the mental faculties ['mentl 'faekaltiz] nang life tri tui 

2. sustenance ['SAStinans] (n) chat bo, st/bodifdng 

3. encouragement [in f kArid3m9nt] (n) niem khfch IS; niem co vu; 

niem dong vien 

4. intensive [in'tensiv] (adj) tap trung, chuyen sau; cao dp, manh me, 

sau sac 

5. potentiality [pa,tenji'aelati] (n) tiem nang, tiem tut 

6. abstruse [sb'strurs] (adj) kho hie'u; tham thuy, sau sac 

7. consequence ['lonsikwans] (n) hau qua, kit qua 
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8. cannon-ball ['keensnbo:!] (n) dan tra/pha 

9. impulse ['impAls] (n) si/thucday, thoi thuc 

10. welfare ['welfes] (n) hanh phuc, so thjnh vWng 

68. What contributions can writers make to the 
promotion of good will among the people 
of a country? 

Nhitng dong gop nao cdc nha van co the lam dirpc dethuc d&y 
thien chi giua moi ngirdi d mot dSt nu&c? 

Since remote antiquity 1 writers in every country have exerted a profound 
influence on the minds of the people. The writings or political 
philosophers, like Rousseau and Voltaire, have even caused revolutions 
and diverted 2 the course of history. Such is the power of writers who 
express their ideas and views with lucidity 3 and cogency 4 . 

Most writers who dwell upon 5 the affairs of their countries are deeply 
conscious 6 of their responsibility towards their countries and compatriots 7 . 
This consciousness not only impels them to avoid issues which tend to 
divide the people but also to express their views on delicate 8 issues in the 
most temperate language. Their main aim is to promote goodwill among 
the people of the country, and this they try to achieve in various ways. 

In a -country dominated 9 by people of the same race and language, writers 
can promote goodwill among its people by clarifying 10 political and 
economic issues which the people understand only vaguely ". If the people 
are divided by ideological 12 differences or by differences of economic status, 
writers can exercise their influence to remove the resentment and 
prejudices 13 among the people. Even those who write on social problems 
can emphasise the issues that tend to unite the people. They can also suggest 
ways and means of removing the causes of resentment and frustration 14 that 
exist among the people. As the written word is more effective than the 
spoken word, people tend to accept the views of writers more readily than 
those expressed verbally 1 5 by various people. 

But it is in countries in which people of various races reside that 
writers can make the greatest contribution to the promotion of goodwill 
among the people. In a country like Malaya, for example, writers can 
concentrate on the issues that tend to unite the people. They should not 
be too critical of the attitudes of one race to gratify the emotions of 
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another race. If they do so, vhey will incite racial discord and even 
violence which may affect the whole country adversely 16 . If short 
speeches to a small group of people can cause riots and racial conflicts in 
all parts of the country, writers can do greater harm, for the written word 
circulates 17 more extensively for a longer period. 

This power of the written word, however, could be used by writers for 
the benefit of the whole nation. By giving prominence to the social 
aspects of life that affect the people as human beings and as individuals 
of a particular race, writers can help in the development of a common 
outlook among the people. They could also help in making the people 
realise the benefits in peace and harmony. A study of the history of many 
countries reveals how the ways and habits of its people are influenced by 
the pen of distinguished writers. Even the leaders of the country are often 
guided by the opinions of noted writers. 

Indeed, in times of great discontent 18 in a country, writers advise the 
people to exercise patience and moderation in expressing their 
grievance 19 . There are many examples of how writers in various 
countries have been able to remove feelings of hatred among the people. 
The newspaper, for example, which is the product of the combined effort 
of many writers, is able to exert a restraining influence on people who 
are easily provoked. This is the best example of what writers could do to 
promote goodwill among the people of a country. 

NEW WORDS: 

I antiquity [aen'tikwiti] (n) thdi xWa 

2. divert [daiVa:t] (v) lam dot htfdng 

3. lucidity [lu:'siditi] (n) sit rd rang, m/'nh bach 

4. cogency ['kaud3ansi] (v) stfvtfng chic; sue thuyet phuc 

5. dwell upon [dwel 9'pon] (v) chuyen chu vao 

6. conscious ['lonjes] (adj) co y thuc; biet ro 

7. compatriot [kanVpaetriat] (n) dong bao 

8. delicate fdelikat] (adj) tinh vi, tinh te, tenhf 

9. dominate ['domineit] (v) chiem ifu the; chi phot; thong trj 

10. clarify ['klaerifai] (v) lam cho sang sua de hieu 

II vaguely [Veigli] (adv) md ho, ngdngd 

12. ideological [,aidi8'bd3ikal] (adj) thuoc he tu twdng 



13. prejudice ['pred3udis] (n) stfthanh kien, dinh kien, thien kii'n 

14. frustration [frAs'treiJn] (n) tarn trang that vong, vd mong 

15. verbally [Varbali] (adv) bang idi not 

16. adversely ['aedva:sli] (adv) bat idi 

17. circulate ['ss: kjuleit] (v) lull truyen, truyen ba 

18. discontent [,diskan'tent] (n) st/ bat man, sit bat btnh 

19. grievance ['grhvans] (n) Idi phan nan, Idi keu ca; idi than phien; 
mdi bat binh 

69. Which period in the history of your country do 
you find most inspiring 1 ? Discuss the features in 
that period which appeal to you most 

Thdi ky nao trong lich sit cua dot nir&c ban gay cho ban an 
tit&ng manh me nhdt? Hay thao luan nhitng net dac bift trong 
thai ky do Idi cudn ban nhdt 

Malaysia, my country, has a very short history compared with that of 
most of the other countries of South-east Asia. The historical events that 
occurred here before the fifteenth century are still obscure. Yet many 
interesting developments have taken place in the last few centuries. New 
sultanates 2 were established by fugitive 3 rulers; parts of the country were 
occupied by Europeans of different nationalities who fought among 
themselves for supremacy 4 , until the whole country came under British 
control; native powers in Indonesia clashed with one another for 
domination of this little country; the Japanese occupied it for a brief 
period, and there were internal conflicts caused either by nationalists 
who were opposed to foreign control or by elements who aimed to 
establish a system of government which the people opposed. Thus, there 
are many periods in the short history of Malaysia which are inspiring. 
But, to me, the most inspiring period is that when Malaya was under the 
rule of Japan. 

The Japanese occupation of my country was characterized 5 by many 
features. Those that appeal to me most are the complete absence of 
Japanese control in several parts of the country, which, according to what 
I have read, enabled the nationalists, who operated from the dense 
equatorial forest of the country, to strengthen their hold on most of those 
areas; the leverish 6 activity of the India Independence Army under their 
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great leader, Subash Chandra Bose, in preparation for the invasion of 
India, and the growth of the country against Japanese imperialism 7 . 

Japan was not able to consolidate 8 her position after her conquest 9 of 
South-east Asia during the Second World War. The allied forces began 
their counter-offensive, and Japan had to withdraw her troops from several 
parts of Malaya to meet the threat from the allied forces. This had the 
result of leaving many parts of the country out of Japanese control. In 
these areas, therefore, the anti-Japanese elements of all races were very 
active. They emerged from the jungle and tried to exploit the subdued 
discontent of the people against Japanese rule, which was marked by 
brutality 10 and extreme poverty and hardship. They also organised 
resistance groups. Even the members of the police force, who owed 
nominal loyalty " to the Japanese government, co-operated with the 
discontented elements. These efforts of the anti-Japanese elements 
contributed substantially 12 to the growth of a new spirit which inspired the 
people to oppose Japanese tyranny 13 and free themselves from foreign 
rule. 

The Indian Independence Army, on the other hand, had other 
ambitions. Though mistrusful 14 of Japanese intentions, it relied on 
Japanese support for the realisation of its aim to expel the British from 
India. With this aim in view, it tried to attract as many Indians as 
possible for military service. Even the Indian youths were taught to think 
only of the freedom of their mother land, and everywhere songs were 
sung and slogans 15 shouted by Indians to express their patriotism. Thus, 
sentiments were expressed by the people against two imperialist powers, 
Britain and Japan, who were themselves rivals. These sentiments 
indicated the people's aspiration 16 for freedom. 

All these events have indeed contributed to the development of a new 
attitude among the people towards colonial 17 rule, and the political 
freedom that we enjoy today is a direct consequence of these 
developments. It is for all these reasons that I find this period in the 
history of my country most inspiring. 

NEW WORDS: 

1 inspiring [in'spaiarin] (adj) truyen cam hung, truyen cam 

2. sultanate ['SAlteneit] (n) ianh thocua vua, vitting quoc Hoi giao; 
ngdi vua (cac nifdc Hoi giao) 
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3. fugitive ['fju:d3itiv] (adj) ngan ngui, thoang qua 

4. supremacy [su:'premasi] (n) uy quyen tol cao; uy the 

5. characterize ['kaeriktaraiz] (v) tleu bleu cho; la dac diem cua 

6. feverish ['fhvgrij] (adj) soi noi, hao hut 

7. imperialism [im'pisrislizm] (n) chu nghla de quoc; de quoc 

8. consolidate [kan'solideit] (v) cung co 

9. conquest ['kDrjkwest] (n) sis xam chiem, sitchinh phuc 

10. brutality [brui'taeliti] (n) tfnh hung ac, tfnh tan bao 

11. loyalty ['bialti] (n) long trung thanh, long trung nghla, trung kien 

12. substantially [sab'staen/ali] (adv) vethifcchat, ve can ban 

13. tyranny ['tirani] sifbao ngtfcfc, st/chuyen che 

14. mistrustful fmis'trAStful] (adj) khong tin, nghi ngd f ngdvt/c 

15. slogan ['slaugan] (n) khau hleu 

16. aspiration [,aespa'rei/n] (n) nguyin vong, khat vong 

17. colonial [ka'launjel] (adj) thuocdia; thiScdin 

70. Which language do you think has made the 
greatest contribution to the promotion of better 
understanding among the people of the world? 

Ngori ngir nao ma ban nghi rang da gop phan l&n nhat trong viec 
phot trim su hieu biet lan nhau giua loai ngudi tren thigioi? 

The human race is divided by a multiplicity 1 of languages, many of 
which have come to play an important part in the affairs of the world. 

A little reflection reveals that the importance of a language is 
associated mainly with the ideas and knowledge it contains. The more 
ideas a language can convey to the peoples of the world, the more it will 
be used by people everywhere. Thus, the language that is used most 
extensively is the language that makes the greatest contribution to human 
progress and mutual 2 understanding between peoples. 

- It cannot be denied that today the most widely used language is the 
English language. There are few countries in which this language is not 
understood or used. Even the countries which preached 3 hatred for 
everything English, including the English language, during their struggle 
for independence from British rule such as India, found it difficult to 
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dispense with this language after they became independent. Therefore, 
they not only continued to use English in all spheres of public activity 
but also began to encourage the use and study of the English language as 
means of achieving national progress and unity. These efforts on the part 
of the various countries of the world convey an idea of the importance of 
the English language. 

It would be instructive, however, to consider the reason for the 
extensive use of the English language. One of the reasons is that several 
countries in the world have been occupied mainly by immigrants 4 from 
England such as the United States of America, Australia and New 
Zealand. It is therefore not surprising that the people of such countries 
have continued to use the English language, though they have severed 
their political connexions 5 with their mother country and acquired 
independent status, for one cannot discard 6 one's language easily. 
Another reason is that, in the course or history, a large number of 
countries throughout the world came directly under British rule, where 
English was made the main language for administrative 7 , commercial 8 
and all other purposes. 

As the leading colonial power in the world, England has indeed 
exerted a profound influence on the affairs of the world, though her 
colonial possessions are rapidly becoming independent one after the 
other. Concomitantly 9 , the English language too has come to play a 
leading role in international communication. Thus, many people whose 
native language is not English have studied English and become more 
conversant with English than with their own languages. This is especially 
true with the leaders of the people to whom English is a foreign 
language. As a result, the English language is used by them not only in 
the administration of their countries but also in all their institutions of 
higher learning. 

The most important reason for the pre-eminence 10 of the English 
language, however, is thai it is the source of all knowledge. The 
Industrial Revolution that .began in England and spread to other countries 
revealed the English genius for invention. Even the political and social 
institutions of England, which were affected tremendously by the 
Industrial Revolution, have evoked 11 the admiration of all countries. The 
knowledge, ideas, experiences and profound thoughts of the English 
people have made a deep impression on the minds of the people of other 
countries. Innumerable 12 books have been written in the English 



language on all branches of study, and such is the thirst of English 
scholars for knowledge and their desire to communicate it, that they have 
even translated books of great value from other language to English for 
the benefit of all/ Writers of other nationalities too have written a great 
number of books in English and made a substantial 13 contribution to the 
enrichment of the English language. As a result of all these efforts, the 
English language has become the main avenue to the greatest storehouse 
or information. Therefore, people everywhere have developed a special 
respect for the language and they continue to learn it with avidity 14 . 

As the English language is used so extensively it is mainly in this 
language that the peoples of the world communicate with and understand 
one another. No other language has such a wide a ppeal 15 or popularity. I 
am therefore of the opinion that it is the English language that has made 
the greatest contribution to the promotion of the better understanding 
among the peoples of the world. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. multiplicity [,mAlti'plisiti] (n) vd so 

2. mutual [ r mju;tju9l] (adj) qua lai, ho tWdng 

3. preach [pri:tj] (v) chu tru&ng; thuyet giao 

4. immigrant f'imigrant] (n) ngifdi nhap of 

5. connexion [ka'nek/n] (n) si/ hen quan, mo/ quart he 

6. discard [di,ska:d] (v) vutbo, thai hoi 

7. administrative [ad'ministrativ] (adj) (thuoc) hanh chfnh 

8. commercial [ka , m9:J'i](adj) (thuoc) thwang mat 

9. concomitantly [kan'kDmitantli] (adv) dfddf v&i; dong thdi 

10. pre-eminence [pri: 'eminans] (n) sifuu viet, hdn han 

11. evoke [i'vauk] (v) gdi ten 

12. innumerable [i'njuimarabl] (adj) voso 

13. substantial [sab'staen/al] (adj) tdn tao; dang ke; quan trong 

14. avidity [a'viditi] (n) st/khat khao 

15. appeal [a'pirl] (n) stfhSpdan 
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71. Liberty 

Swttrdo 

Since his appearance on the earth, man has instinctively longed for 
liberty 1 , an ideal which has inspired revolts 2 and re- olutions throughout 
the long history of the human race. 

The yearning for liberty or freedom is not restricted to man alone. 
Even animals, birds and all living creatures love the freedom that God 
has given to them. Like men, these creatures will never submit 3 to 
captivity without resistance. Neither will they cease to make tenacious 4 
efforts to escape, once they are captured. 

In the early days of their existence, men were free to pursue their own 
affairs, within the limits of their own ability. They moved from place to 
place in small isolated 5 groups and families, in search of food, which 
consisted of edible plants, fruits and the flesh of animals. The pursuit of 
the means of survival was their only occupation, and the things that 
restricted their freedom of movement, to some extent, were their own 
fears of the unknown and natural barriers such as mountains, dense 
forests, and river* These were no restraints 6 imposed upon them by 
human institutions, and they enjoyed their liberty. 

Gradually, men learned to live in communities and various institutions 
were established, which soon curtailed 7 their liberty to a great extent. 
Rules were made for the cohesion 8 of each community and obedience to 
those rules was secured by the threat of punishment. This element of 
compulsion 9 imposed upon the conduct of the individuals in the 
community restricted the liberty of the people; but the greater security that 
men enjoyed in community life provided the incentive to partial sacrifices. 

Soon, however, conflicts developed among the various communities. 
The stronger one conquered 10 the weaker one and in the contest for 
power and domination, hundreds of people lost their liberty completely. 
The enslavement " and su ppression ' of one group of people by another 
provided the stimulus 13 for numerous revolts and revolutions for liberty 
which have not ceased till this day. Even in the same community, 
sometimes, there were divisions. The rulers, who came to be known as 
kings, with the development of the communities into countries, were at 
variance with their subjects. To maintain their status 14 and to assert 15 
their authority, kings developed their own theories of kingship, and many 
of them ruled in the most despotic 16 manner. Defiance 17 of the king's 



authority was punished by death and imprisonment. What constituted ' 8 
defiance was decided arbitrarily 19 by the king or his ministers, and 
thousands or people were deprived of their liberty. 

Eventually, however, despotism aroused 20 the fury of political 
thinkers and writers in many countries. A crusade 21 then began against 
oppression and despotism, and the cry for liberty was heard everywhere. 
Revolutions erupted; despotic rulers were overthrown, and new rulers 
were compelled to rule with the consent of the people. The French 
Revolution of the eighteenth century is the best example of the extremity 
to which people^ were prepared to go to retain or regain their liberty, 
which is claimed 22 to be the birth-right of every man. 

But liberty does not mean licence. In other words, men's liberty of 
action should not be excessive 23 . The French Revolution is, 
unfortunately, also the best example of how men may lose their sense of 
proportion and justice, in their attempts to assert their liberty. In that 
revolution hundreds of innocent men, women, and children lost their 
lives at the hands of those who took full advantage of the anarchy 24 that 
then prevailed 25 in France, to assert their liberty of action. Such actions 
are indeed licentious 26 . 

Thus, it may be argued that liberty will remain the battle-cry of all the 
oppressed 27 people, but those who have it should not use it to hurt or 
offend others or to deprive others of their liberty. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. liberty ['libatij (n) si/ tit do; quyen ti/do 

2. revolt [ri'vault] (n) cuoc no/ day, cuoc khdi nghia; cuoc not loan 

3. submit [ssb'mit] (v) ch/u phuc tung, guy phuc; ngitng phan khang 

4. tenacious [ti'nei/ss] (adj) kiSn tri t ngoan cWdng; ngoan co 

5. isolaled ['aisaleitid] (adj) biet lap; co ddn 

6. restraint [ri'streint] (n) sitk/em che; sit go bo, sit rang bugc 

7. curtail [kartell] (v) tWdc di, lay di 

8. cohesion [k9u'hr:3n] (n) sit din h lien, sited kit 

9. compulsion [kam'pAl/n] (n) sit ep bugc, sit cit&ng bach 

10. conquer fkDnke] (v) chinh phuc, chengit 

11. enslavement [in'sleivmsnt] (n) sWno dich hoa, tlnh trang bl no 
dich 
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13. stimulus ['stimjulas] (n) stfkfch thfch; tac nhan kfch khfch 

14. status ['steitss] (n) dia vi, than phan, than the 

15. asse t ra'sart] (v) xac nh$n, khang dinh 

16. despotic ^des'pDtik] (adj) chuyen che, chuyen quyen; bao nguVc 

17. defiance [di'faians] (n) si/cong khai khang oS hoac khong tuan 

theo; slt thach th&c 

18. constitute ['lonstitju:t] (v) cau thanh; tao thanh 

19. arbitrarily [ 'a : bitrarili] (adv) tuy tien; chuyen quyen, doc doan 

20. arouse [a'rauz] (v) danh thtfc; khuay dong, gdi 

21. crusa;.ie [kru:'seid] (n) chien dich; cuoc van ddng idn 

22. claim [kleim] (v) khang dinh, qua quyet 

23. excessive [ik'sesiv] (adj) qua the, qua dang 

24. anarchy ['aenaki] (n) tinh trang vd chlnh phu; tinh trang hon loan 

25. prevail [pri'veil] (v) thing the, chiem Wu the; pho bien khap 

26. licentious [lai'sen/as] (adj) bite bat; phong tung 

27. oppress [a'pres] (v) ap but, dan ap 

72. Discuss the role of the police force in society 

Hay thao luan vai trd cua lite lugmg cdnh sat trong xa hoi 

The police force plays a vital 1 role in the maintenance of law and order in 
society. It is a source of moral strength, confidence and happiness to all 
individuals who seek 2 to live a good life in society. 

The ideal of a police force has been conceived 3 centuries ago, when 
lawless acts were committed 4 everywhere; but it was only in the 
nineteenth century that effectual steps were taken to build up a strong 
police force in almost every country. Life, before the introduction of the 
police force, was indeed insecure. Violent acts such as murder, were 
committed with impunity 5 by cruel and reckless men. Even those who 
were weak and feared revenge by stronger men nevertheless found it safe 
sometimes to commit lesser crimes such as theft and robbery. Without 
the restraining influence of a powerful organisation such as the police 
force, the passions of men were aroused easily, and lawlessness prevailed 
everywhere. Individuals grouped themselves together and terrorised 
whole villages and towns, and there were wars between rival 6 groups. 
This state of affairs caused great sorrow and acute anxiety to whole 
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communities and everyone lived in constant fear, uncertain even about 
his immediate future. 

The establishment of the police force, however, has changed the state 
of affairs in society. The police force has enabled the law courts, which 
have existed since ancient 7 times, in certain countries even before the 
introduction of the police force, to function more efficiently. Criminals 
are apprehended 8 and punished, with the help of the police force, to 
deter 9 others from committing acts injurious to innocent citizens. Most 
people therefore have learned to control their criminal tendencies. The 
alertness 10 of the police force in the detection of crimes has not only 
discouraged " most people from breaking the laws of society but also 
compelled 12 them to exercise restrain and self-discipline. Consequently 13 , 
society as a whole is more peaceful than what it was before the 
establishment of the police force. 

As the aim of the police force is to promote the welfare of society, it is 
constantly engaged in creating the conditions in which people can live and 
pursue their own affairs without interference 14 from thoughtless 
individuals. The rights of every member in society are protected by the 
courts through the agency of the police force, which is therefore a source 
of inspiration and hope to all law-abiding 15 citizens. Any interference with 
the rights of one citizen by another is frowned 16 upon by the police force. 

In their efforts to promote the welfare of society the police force 
extends its activities even to the remotest regions of the country. If a man 
is lost in a dense forest or at sea by his own fault or otherwise, members 
of the force do their utmost to find and bring him back to his family, 
however unpleasant the effort may prove 17 . Seldom do they give up their 
search if they are certain that the man still survives. Dedicated 18 to the 
service of society, they are prepared to work under any conditions to 
protect a person, sometimes even at the risk of losing their own lives. 

The knowledge of the activities in which the police force is engaged 
has increased the confidence and moral strength of people in society. 
Even the cripple and invalid are given every protection. Thus, people 
today can live in greater security and happiness than they could before. 
Society therefore owes a great debt of gratitude 19 to the police force. 

NEW WORDS 

1. vital ['vaitl] (adj) song con, quan trong 
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2. seek [si: k] (v) mWu cau, theo duol 

3. conceive [ksn'skv] (v) hinh thanh (mot y right, kehoach...) trong 

dau; quan niem 

4. commit [ka'mit] (v) pham (161, tot) 

5. impunity [im'pju:niti] (n) st/ khong hi trCfng phat 

6. rival [Valval] (adj) do t dich, kinh djch, canh tranh 

7. ancient ['einjant] (adj) xWa,.co 

8. apprehend [,3epri'hend] (v) bit, torn, nim lay 

9. deter [di'ta:] (v) ngan can, ngan chan, can trd; lam nan long 

10. alertness [a'teitnis] (n) stftinh tao, su canh giac 

11. discourage F'Jis'kArid3] (v) lam nga long, lam nan long; lam mat 
hit can dam, lam chan nan 

12. compell [kam'pel] (v) bat phat) bit buoc, ep, thuc ep 

13. consequently ['konsikwantli! (adv) do do, vi vay, bdi vay, cho nen 

14. interference [,int9'fi9r9ns] (n) sit can thiep; st/xen vao 

15. law-abiding [ta: 9'baidin] trung thanh vdi phap luat, tuan theo luat 
phap 

16. frow; [fraun] (v) khong bang long; phan dot 
17 : :ove [pru:v] (v) to ra; ch&ng to; ch&ng mlnh 

6. dedicated ['riedikeitid] (adj) tan tuy, tin tim 
19. gratitude [ f graetitju:d] (n) long biet dn, sifnhddn 

73. Discuss the view that tolerance 1 is essential for 
peace and harmony in any community or country 

Hay thdo ludn quan diem cho rang Idng khoan dung la yeu to 
thikySu cho hoa binh va hda hyp trong bat ky cong dong hay 

quae gia nao 

The progress of any community or country depends largely on the 
conduct 2 of the people who reside 3 in ' it. Discontent, jealousies, 
prejudices 4 , and intolerance among a few of the people can cause great 
damage to the whole community or country. 

Gregarious 5 by nature, men hate to live in isolation. The urge for 
association, therefore, enables men to tolerate the views and habits of 
others, to great extent. Most men have come to realise that the cohesion 
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of society cannot be secured without the exercise of tolerance on the part 
of its members. 

A community or country is composed of various types of people, 
whose psychological 6 social and temperamental 7 attitudes and needs are 
not the same. In a great number of cases, there are fundamental 
differences even in race, language and religion among the people. This is 
the result of the economic and social necessities of the modern age, 
which have compelled people to leave their original homes and live 
among people of foreign descent. These diversities 8 in a community or 
country necessitate 9 the maintenance of a tolerant attitude on the part of 
the people towards one another. They have to respect the cultural and 
social habits and beliefs of one another and refrain 10 themselves from 
doing, or saying things which might offend the susceptibilities ' 1 of some 
people. The racial and religious clashes 12 that have occurred in various 
parts of the world indicate the damage that the expression of hatred 13 and 
prejudice can cause in a country. Even differences in the colour of the 
skin can cause trouble and violence in a community, and when passions 
are aroused, men lose their reason and sense of proportion 14 and 
indulge 15 in the most barbaric 16 acts. Innocent lives become the victims 
of insensate 17 cruelty. 

That tolerance is essential for peace and harmony in a country could 
be illustrated by reference to the people in Malaysia, a country in which 
people of various races reside. Despite 18 cultural, racial and religious 
differences among themselves, the people here have lived for generations 
in peace and harmony. They have also helped one another in various 
ways at various times. It must be admitted, however, there have been a 
few incidents from time to time caused by communal 19 differences in 
certain localities, yet they can hardly be attributed 20 to the general 
uprising 21 of the races against one another. In fact, the goodwill that 
prevails among the different races of people here has contributed 22 to the 
development of a new nation, which has become the envy 23 of many 
countries. The racial unity among the people is the main factor that has 
contributed to the progress of the country in all spheres 24 of activity. 

Another country that deserves mention is the United States of 
America. The people of this country too are made up of a diversity of 
races and cultures. Yet, by tolerance, co-operation and goodwill among 
the people as a whole, it has become the richest country in the world. All 
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this proves what could be achieved by the people of a community or 
country who exercise tolerance among themselves. 

NEW WORDS 

1. tolerance ['tolarens] (n) st/khoan dung, long khoan dung; si/tha 

thvt 

2. conduct ['londAkt] (n) hanh kiem; tit each dao d&c 

3. reside [ri'zaid] (v) co nha cua mtnh d mot ndi nhat dinh; sinh song; 

ciftru 

4. prejudice [*pred3udis] (n) dinh kien, thanh kien, si/thien kien 

5. gregarious [gri'gearias] (adj) song thanh tap the 

6. psychological [,saik3'bd3ikl] (adj) (thugc) tarn ly 

7. temperamental [,tempr8'mentl] (adj) that Muting, hay thay do/; 

khong binh tlnh, khong kien dinh 

8. diversity [dai'va:siti] (n) tfnh da dang 

9. necessitate [ni'sesiteit] ddi hoi phai, can phai co 

10. refrain [ri'frein] (v) ti/kiem che lam viec gi, co nhin f co nfn 

11. susceptibility [ss^epta'bilati] (n) tfnh nhay cam, tfnh de xuc cam; 

(so nhieu) tfnh de ti/ai 

12. clash [klaej] (n) st/xung dot, si/va cham, st/mau thuan, si/ bat 

dong 

13. hatred ['heitrid] (n) (n) long cam thu/cam hdn/cam ghet 

14. proportion [pra'po:/n] (n) si/ can xtfng, sir can ddi 

15. indulge [in'dAld3] (v) ham me, theo duoi 

16. barbaric [ba:'baerik] (adj) da man, man rd 

17. insensate [in'senseit] (adj) khong cam xuc; nhan tarn; dien rd, 
ngu dai 

18. despite [dis'pait] (prep) bat chap, mac du 

19. communal ['kDmjunl] (adj) (thuoc) cac nhom chung toe va ton 
giao ddi lap d mot vung 

20. attribute ['aetribju:t] (v) cho la do, guy cho 

21. uprising ['Apraizin] (n) cugc noi day; cuoc khdi nghfa, cuoc not' 
loan 

22. contribute [kan'tribju:t] (n) dong gop, gop phan 

23. envy ['envi] (n) si/them mudn, sifghen ti, si/ do ky 

24. sphere [sfie] (n) Itnh vi/c, pham vi, tarn anh hitdng 
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74. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 
having too many university graduates in your 

country 

Hay thao luan ve nhimg thuan loi va bat lot cua viec qua nhieu 
ngtrci tot nghiep dai hoc tai ddt nit&c ban 

University education confers 1 many benefits on the individual. It 
develops his intellect 2 and broadens his outlook on life, and enables him 
to discriminate 3 between the good and the bad. Thus, in the past, only 
those who sought to acquire these benefits proceeded to the various 
universities in the world. Today, however, men are usually driven to the 
universities by economic necessity. Few of them seek the true benefits of 
education, for the growing competition for positions in the various 
professions has made it difficult to secure proper employment without 
some university degrees. As a consequence 4 , there are a large number of 
university graduates today in almost every country. 

The advantages of having too many university graduates in a country, 
however, are many. In my country, for example, the presence of a large 
number of graduates would enable the government of my country to find 
sufficient 5 men to assume 6 responsible positions in the various 
administrative departments. It would also raise the status of the country 
in the eyes of the world, as one with a high literacy 7 rate. The efficiency 
of the administrative organs of the state would also be increased, and in 
time of national crises, the government could draw on the intellect tml 
resources of the people. Even the younger generation of men would 
benefit from the contacts with university graduates. They would draw 
inspiration from the work of the graduates and themselves develop, 
consciously or unconsciously, some of the mental abilities of the 
graduates. In other words, the presence of a large number of university 
graduates would create an atmosphere conducive 9 to the mental 
development of the younger people in the country. 

The various private firms and industries too would benefit from the 
presence of large number of university graduates in my country. It would 
facilitate 10 the selection of suitable men for positions of responsibility in 
the firms and industries. This would contribute substantially " to the 
progress and productivity of the business concerns. 
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There would, however, also be certain disadvantages in having too 
many university graduates in my country. The worst of them would be that 
people without university qualifications would find themselves in a 
precarious 12 position. Good positions in the various professions would be 
closed to them. Thus, they would have to be content with humble 13 
positions and meagre 14 incomes, without any prospects of promotion in 
their respective places of work. Besides, the general drop in salary scales' 5 
owing to 16 the competition among graduates for position, would further 
add to the misery of those without university training, for employers would 
always look for university graduates, even for low positions. 

Another disadvantage would be that those without university degrees 
would be regarded as ignorant and of no consequence. They would 
receive little respect, unless they were wealthy. Though the university 
graduates may not deliberately 17 adopt 18 such an attitude towards them, 
yet they would always remain sensitive to any remarks upon their 
abilities. Such a situation would produce a group of disgruntled 19 men, 
and there would be much unemployment among those without university 
education, thus giving rise to many problems in the country. 

NEW WORDS 

1. confer [kan'fa:] (v) trao hoac tang 

2. intellect [Mntslekt] (n) kha nang hieu bie't; tri tue; trfnang 

3. discriminate [dis'krimineit] (v) phan biet 

4. consequence ['ksnsikwans] (n) hau qua, kit qua 

5. sufficient [ss'fi/nt] (adj) du 

6. assume [a'sju:m] (v) nam lay, chiern lay 

7. literacy ['litarasi] (n) sit bie't viet, sit bie't doc 

8. efficiency [i'fi Jansi] (adj) hieu qua; nang ft/c, kha nang 

9. conducive [kan'djursiv] (adj) co t'ch, co Idi 

10. facilititate [fa'siliteit] (v) lam cho de dang; lam cho thuin tien 

11. substantially [sab'staenjali] (adv) ve there chat, ve can ban 

12. precarious [pri'kearias] (adj) tarn, tarn thdi, nha't thdi, khong on 
dinh; khong chic chin, bap benh 

13. humble f'hAmbl] (adj) tha'p kern, hen mon 

14. meagre ['mi:ga] (adj) ngheo nan, xoang, sd sal, dam bac 

15. scale [skeil] (n) quy mo, pham vi 



16. owing to ['auirj ta] (prep) do vi, bdi vi 

17. deliberately [di'libaritli] (adv) mot each co tfnh toan, coy, chu 

tarn 

18. adopt [a'dDpt] (v) chap nhan, thong qua 

19. disgruntled [dis'grAntld] (adj) but tut, bat bin h 

75. War and Peace 

Chien tranh va hda binh 

Since the time men learned to live in communities, in the remote past, 
wars have been fought at regular intervals 1 in various parts of the world. 
In fact, the history of the human race is mainly a record of the battles and 
wars fought in the past between communities and nations. 

Wars are caused mainly by human greed 2 and ambition. In the early 
days of men's existence, many communities lived a very hard life, owing 
perhaps to the lack of geographical advantages or intellectual ability. As 
a result, the prosperity 3 of other communities aroused their greed and 
envy, and wars between communities became inevitable. One side fought 
to conquer 4 the prosperous communities in. order to gain control of the 
means . of prosperity, and the other side fought to defend 5 its 
independence and way of life. With the passage of time, the communities 
developed into nations, and wars were fought on a bigger scale; but the 
basic causes of war remained the same. It was only occasionally that 
battles were fought with other aims such as the capture of a woman to 
satisfy the sexual lust 6 of a conqueror or ruler. 

However, success in wars stirred 7 the ambition of many nations. Wars 
were then fought for domination 8 and extension of power. Several small 
nations soon came under the dominion 9 of a powerful country, which 
then developed into an Empire. The Roman Empire, for example, was 
created mainly by conquest. Even the personal ambitions of some 
individuals have been the cause of wars at times. The ambitions of 
Napoleon and Hitler for world conquest caused many battles, in which 
millions of people, young and old, gave their lives. 

The devastation 10 caused by wars, however, has always aroused the 
conscience 11 of several nations, and attempts have been made by such 
nations to prevent wars in the future. Their leaders have met at various 
times, in the course of history, to discuss peace and to find a way of 
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removing the causes of war. It is this urge that led to the creation of the 
United Nations, after the failure 12 of the League of Nations 13 , which 
today is doing its utmost to maintain peace between nations. 

But the desire peace has instead led to further wars, for peace often 
demands the destruction 14 of the ambitions of those who begin wars. The 
wars begun by Napoleon and Hitler could be ended only by fighting 
further wars to destroy these men, who have been responsible for the 
greatest sufferings in the history of the world. Human ambition, 
however, is indifferent to the lessons of history. In times of wars, men 
seek peace; but when there is peace, there are attempts to begin wars. 
Once a. war is begun, however, those responsible for it are crushed 15 in 
the end. Yet ambitious countries and individuals are still trying to extend 
their power, but they are being opposed 16 by those who love peace. Thus, 
wars will continue to exist, while at the same time attempts will be made 
to attain 17 peace in the world. 

NEW WORDS 

1. at regular intervals f'intaval] (n) deu dan 

2. greed [gri:d] (n) tfnh tham lam 

3. prosperity [pro'sperati] (n) si/thjnh vifdng; stfphdn vinh- 

4. conquer ['lonke] (v) chinh phuc, che ngif; doat, xam chiem 

5. defend [di'fend] (v) bao vi 

6. lust ['lAst] (n) si/ them khat, long tham 

7. stir [sts:] (v) kfch thfch, khfch dong, kheu gdi, xui guc; gay ra 

8. domination [,dDmi'neiJn] (n) si/ thong trl 

9. dominion [da'minjan] (n) quyen thong trl, quyen chl phol 

10. devastation ^devas'tei/n] (n) si/ tan pha, si/pha huy 

11. conscience ['lonJ"ns] (n) lifdng tarn 

12. failure ['feilja] (n) stfthatbal, co gang khong thanh cong 

13. League of Nations (n) Hoi Quoc Lien 

14. destruction [dis'trAk/n] (n) si/ pha huy, si/tieu diet 

15. crush [krAj] (v) tieu diet, diet; dep tan, lam tieu tan 

16. oppose [a'pouz] (v) chong doi, phan doi 

17. attain [a'tein] (v) dat dude, gianh dWdc 
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76. Do you think that a literary education is 
preferable to a scientific education today? 

B$n co nghirang ngay nay viec gido due vi van chwong dw&c ua 
thich hon viqc gido due ve khoa hoc khong? 

A literary education has always been regarded as indispensable 1 to the 
development of character and a broad outlook on life. Whether such an 
education is preferable to a scientific education is, however, a moot 2 
question. 

Before the advent of the Scientific Age most scholars pursued a 
literary education which conferred many benefits on them. It not only 
gave them an insight into the affairs of the world but also equipped 3 them 
with a vocabulary that enabled them to express their views and feelings 
with cogency 4 and facility. Besides, it developed their mental ability and 
intellectual powers, and many of the achieved distinction 5 in public life 
as forcible 6 speakers and writers or even as lawyers and political 
thinkers. Having discovered the benefits of such an education, ambitious 
men in all countries proceeded to the universities or other institutions of 
learning to acquire the advantages of a literary education, and this 
tendency is discernible 7 even today, though a scientific education is 
being considered more advantageous to the needs of the present day. 

The inventions of the modern age have indeed revolutionised society. 
Numerous goods are being produced, with rapidity unknown before in 
various parts of the earth with the aid of science and scientists of all 
countries are continuing to exert 8 their brains to extend the realms 9 of 
science. Every invention has helped to increase the leisure and 
convenience of men everywhere, and the demand for goods is increasing 
everyday. As a consequence, more and more machines are being invented 
to increase the production of goods within the shortest time possible. 

Every mechanical invention, however, has to be operated by skilled 
men. The larger the machine the more complicated 10 its operation, and 
any mechanical faults in it can be detected only by men with a scientific 
education, who are but few in number compared with those with a 
literary education. It is this scarcity " of men with a scientific education 
that has led to the assumption that a scientific education today is 
preferable to a literary education. The large factories require men to 
operate machinery, dealers in motor-vehicles require men for all types of 
work in the industry, and there are a diversity 12 of other industries which 
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are looking for men with a scientific education. The demand for men 
with a scientific education is, therefore, great, and this serves as an 
incentive' 3 to young men to acquire industrial and technical skills, for the 
possession of such skills will not only enable them to secure 
remunerative 14 occupations but also enable them to manage their own 
factories or workshops in the future to increase their earnings. 

All this, however, does not imply 15 that the man with a literary 
education is losing his importance rapidly. In truth, he is an 
indispensable person even today in various departments of human 
activity. He provides the managerial skill in an industry, contributes his 
literary abilities to the promotion of literacy in the country, provides 
ministerial 16 and judicial 17 services in the state, and performs a host of 
other functions. 

Thus, it is not possible to say with finality that a certain type of 
education is preferable to another. It is for the individual to make the best 
of the type of education that he has received. 

NEW WORDS 

1. indispensable [,indis'pensabl] (adj) rat can thiet; khong the thieu 

2. moot [mu:t] (adj) co the ban luan 

3. equip [i'kwip] (v) trang bi 

4. cogency ['kaud39nsi] (n) si/vuhg chac; sue thuye't phuc 

5. distinction [dis'tink/n] (n) si/ ifu tu; si/ xuat chung; si/Joi lac 

6. forcible ['fb:sabl] (adj) sinh dgng; day site thuyet phuc 

7. discernible [di'ssrnsbl] (adj) co the nhan th&c ro, co the thay ro 

8. exert [ig'zsit] (v) dWa vao sit dung; ap dung 

9. realm [relm] (n) ifnh vt/c 

10. complicated ['ksmplikeitid] (adj) phut tap, rac roi 

11. scarcity ['skessati] (n) si/ khan hiem; st/kho tim 

12. diversity [dai'v3:siti] (n) sir da dang 

13. incentive [in'sentiv] (n) st/khuyen khfch; st/kh/ch ie f dong vien 

14. remunerative [ri'mju:nar9tiv] (adj) dWdc tra hau, cold/ 

15. imply [im'plai] (v) ham y, ngu y 

16. ministerial [,minis'tisri9l] (adj) (thuoc) bo trtfdng 

17. judicial [d3u:'dijal] thuoc hoac bdi mot toa an 



77. Courage 

Ldng can dam 

Courage, like all human qualities, is an abstract thing; but it is this 
quality in man that has enabled him to advance against all natural 
obstacles ' through the centuries. 

Endowed 2 with intelligence and manual 3 skills, man's courage, even 
in the early days of his existence, enabled him to accept the challenges 4 
of nature. He not only lived in the midst of wild animals but also began 
to domesticate many of them for his own advantage. Soon, even the most 
ferocious 5 and largest of animals learnt to respect his courage. They 
began to avoid him as far as they could. 

Indeed, without courage man would never be able to advance from the 
primitive stage. He would never try to reach the skies or explore the 
depths of the oceans; but impelled by courage, he left his imrnediate 
confines to defy 6 nature, and soon made the world more hospitable 7 and 
secure for himself. It is this irrespressible 8 energy of man, aided by his 
courage, that has contributed to the comfort and happiness that people 
everywhere enjoy today. 

Courage is therefore indispensable 9 to almost all human activities. 
Men need courage to face their enemies and the uncertainties of life. 
They need courage to operate machinery, to fly aeroplanes, to construct 
tall buildings. In fact, they need courage to meet all the dangers that 
constantly threaten them in all their pursuits. Even to accept the 
responsibilities of a family requires extreme courage. 

Human courage and valour have been displayed most strikingly 10 in 
all the battles that have been fought in the history of mankind. Men have 
fought against men with deadly weapons to protect themselves their 
countries, families and home. For the protection and comfort of their 
families, men have also faced other dangers. They have defied dangerous 
currents in rivers to bring food for their families by boats and rafts. They 
have also defied storm and battled the waves of the oceans to extract 
food from them. 

Courage, however, does not assert itself " always. The instinct of self- 
preservation 12 usually impels men to seek safety in fight or concealment 
whenever there is a threat to personal security. It is in moments of 
desperation 13 that courage asserts itself and enables one to meet all 
threats; and it is in such moments that men also discover their own 
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physical strength, and other advantages of resistance. For instance, a man 
who is attacked by an animal will fight fiercely 14 in an effort to avert 
tragedy to himself, and in the process discover his own strength and the 
advantages of using certain weapons to overpower 15 his adversary 16 

Feelings of loyalty and devotion 17 too have often aroused the courage 
of amen. A person who is devoted to his family fights tooth and nail to 
protect his family from destruction or extinction, whatever the 
consequences to himself. Similarly, a loyal servant may give his life for 
the protection of his master. 

Thus, courage is the most important quality in man. He needs it for 
his own advancement and to meet all the challenges of his existence. 

NEW WORDS 

1. obstacle ['obstekl] (n) sir can trd f sittrdngai; chwdng ngai vat 

2. endow [in'dau] (v) phu cho, ban cho 

3. manual ['maenjual] (adj) thu cong 

4. challenge ['tfaelind3] (n) sitthach thutc 

5. ferocious [fa'rau/as] (adj) dtftdn, hung ac, da man, tan bao 

6. hospitable f'rospitebl] (adj) men khach, hii'u khach 

7. irrepressible [Jri'presabl] (adj) khong the kim nen difdc 

8. indispensable [Jndis'pensabl] (adj) tuyet do/ can thiet; khong the 

thieu difdc 

9. strikingly ['straikiqli] (adv) noi bat; dang chu y f gay an tWdng 

10. assert oneself 0*sa:t] (v) khang dinh, qua quyet; ddi quyen Idi 

cua minh 

11. self-preservation [,self preza:'veijn] (n) sit thuc bach tit nhien de 
sinh ton; set tit bao toan (mang song); ban nang tit bao toan 

12. desperation [/despa'rei/n] (n) set tuyet vong 

13. fiercely ['fiasli] (adv) dtfdoi, manh Hit 

14. overpower [,3uv3'paua(r)] (v) ap dao, che ngit; khuat phuc 

15. adversary ['aedvasari] (n) ke dich, ke thu; doi phitdng, do/ thu 

16. devotion [di'vaujn] (n) sit tan tuy f sitthanh tarn; sithien dang 
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78. "Education makes people easy to lead, but 
difficult to persuade; easy to govern, but impossible 
to enslave". Discuss. 

Gido due khien ngw&i dan trot nen di duac lanh dao nhung kho 
bi thuyet phuc, di ductc cai tri nhung khdng thi bi bien thanh no 

le". Hay thdo luan. 

Since the dawn of civilization, great thinkers, like Plato and Aristotle, 
have given much thought and eloquence 1 to the spread of education to 
the remotest regions of the earth, for it is realised that education confers 
many benefits on the individual. It develops the intellect and enables one 
to discriminate 2 between the good and the bad. 

The mental abilities that develop from education enable the educated 
people in a country to grasp the realities of the times. They are able to 
obtain information from all sources and are therefore capable of making 
judgements on political or social issues with a great measure of 
accuracy 3 . They are also able to decide what is good for themselves and 
for their country. Such people are indeed easy to lead, once they are 
convinced that a certain course of action will operate to their own 
advantage. They realise the value of leadership and discipline 4 in the 
pursuit of national, social or personal progress, and are therefore willing 
to accept the leadership of any competent individual or organisation for 
the realisation 5 of their aims. Such people are, however, too conscious of 
their rights and personal dignity and are therefore difficult to persuade. 
They resent all attempts to persuade them out of their own plans and way 
of thinking. Anyone whose way of thinking is different from theirs will 
indeed find it extremely difficult to impose his views upon them. 

The fact that education enables individuals to understand the political 
and social problems and affairs of the time makes it easy to govern them. 
It is on them that governments depend for efficiency and political 
stability 6 . They contribute their intellectual resources and personal 
abilities and experience to the service of their countries, and often also 
influence the decisions of political leaders. They accept the major 
decisions of their governments, and express their grievances 7 without 
causing chaos in their countries. There are, however, numerous instances 
of educated people resorting 8 to violence as a means of achieving certain 
political aims today; but such conduct could be attributed 9 to the lack of 
true education and to many social frustrations and political motives. In 
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general, people who are really educated are fully aware of the 
consequences of expressing their views on political issues, and they 
therefore either accept the existing conditions in their countries, however 
unpleasant they may be, unless the conditions tend to enslaves them, or 
resort to constitutional means to express their views and grievances. 
They cannot be easily incited 10 to commit violence, for no one will act 
contrary to his own interests. This indicates the ease with which educated 
people can be governed. 

Education, however, especially in countries where political freedom is 
permitted 11 to the fullest extent, also acquaints people with their 
constitutional rights. They become aware of their freedom and any attempt 
to impose any restrictions ' 2 upon their liberty will be resisted by them, 
unless they are convinced that the security of the nation requires the 
imposition of such restrictions. They will make use of all their learning 
and mental qualities as well as their literary and dialectical 13 skills to 
influence others to bring about the collapse 14 of the government that tries 
to enslave them and much trouble can ensue from this course of action. 
This makes the enslavement of educated people almost impossible. 

The statement that, "Education makes people easy to lead, but 
difficult to persuade; easy to govern, but impossible to enslave" therefore 
contains much truth in it. 

NEW WORDS 

1. eloquence ['elakwsns] (n) tai hung bien 

2. discriminate [dis'krimineit] (v) phan biet 

3. accuracy ['aekjurasi] (n) sit dung dan, sitchfnh xSc; do chfnh xac 

4. discipline fdisiplin] (n) ky iuat 

5. stability [sta'bilati] (n) sit on dinh 

6. grievance ['gri:v9ns] (n) mo/ bat b/nh; Idi phan nan; idi than phien 

7. resort [ri:'zD:t] (v) phai sit dung den; phai vien den 

8. attribute ['astribju:t] (v) cho la do; guy cho 

9. enslave [in'sleiv] (v) bien thanh no le f bat lam no le, no dich hoa 

10. incite [in'sait] kfch dong, xui giuc; khuye'n khich 

11. permit ['pa:mit] (v) cho phep f thtta nhan 

12. restriction [ri'strikfn] (n) stfhan che, sif gidi hap; sit bi ban che 

13. dialectical [^aia'lektikal] (adj) bien chuhg 

14. collapse [ka'laeps] (n) sit sup do; st/suy sup 



79. Discuss the part played by science in the 
promotion of public health during 
the last hundred years 

Hay thao luan ve vai trd cua khoa hoc trong vi$c nang cao sue 
khoe ngitdi dan trong suot mpt thi ky qua 

One of the most striking features of the present century is the progress of 
science and its effects on almost every aspect of social life. Building on 
the foundations ' laid by their precedessors 2 the scientists of today are 
carrying their investigation into ever widening fields of knowledge. 

The contribution of science to the promotion of public health in the 
last hundred years has indeed been tremendous. The unceasing 3 work and 
experiments of scientists during this time have led to numerous 
discoveries and removed many misconceptions 4 that many people had 
before, regarding health illness. The causes of many of the diseases have 
become generally known. Indeed, many of the facts relating to public 
health, which are now regarded as common knowledge, were unknown 
even to the doctors of those days. The fact that germs^were the cause of 
most of the common diseases was not realised by doctors of high repute 
in the not very distant past. Today, however, even a pupil of a primary 
school has some knowledge of the destruction that germs can cause. The 
discovery of germs has indeed revolutionised all medical concepts of 
disease and illness. Everywhere people have come to realise the 
importance of cleanliness in the prevention of disease. 

The researchers or scientists of all countries have also revealed other 
secrets. It is now known that illness and diseases can be caused by other 
living creatures also, such as flies, insects and even birds, animals and 
human beings. Their discoveries have contributed to the progress of 
medical science. Today, people in all parts of the world are doing their 
utmost to destroy the creatures that carry diseases. At the same time, 
however, scientists have also discovered that certain animals and 
creatures could provide some cure for a variety of diseases that are 
dangerous to human beings. Even the curative value of certain plants has ' 
been discovered. 

An important result of the discoveries of scientists has been that, they 
have also found the cure of almost every disease. It is a practice of the 
scientists to work for the discovery of a cure as soon as they have 
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discovered the causes of a certain disease. This service of the scientists 
has promoted the welfare of the human race. In this field of research, 
scientists make no distinction between races. Whatever they discover is 
used for the advantage of men everywhere. The progress of humanity is 
their main aim. 

The work of medical scientists also reduced pain to great extent. In 
the past, operations were performed on individuals in a very crude 6 
manner. Amputation 7 was a very painful affair. Today, however, the 
whole body of a man could be cut open without his feeling any pain by 
the use of chloroform *. In this way science has relieved the misery of 
men tremendously. 

Another very important discovery has been that, water, without which 
life cannot exist, sometimes contains the elements of destruction as well. 
Impure water could spread disease and death at tremendous speed. This 
knowledge has led people in all parts of the world to use only pure water 
for all domestic and other purposes. Water is considered so important a 
factor 9 in public health that all the governments of the world control its 
use for drinking purposes. 

All these discoveries have indeed promoted public health during the 
last hundred years. 

NEW WORDS 

1. foundation [faun'dei/n] (n) st/thanh lap, sit sang lap, st/thlet lap 

2. precedessor ['pri:dises3(r)] (n) ngifdi di trifdc; ngif&'t tien nhlem; 

bac tien boi 

4. unceasincf [,An'si:siri] (adj) lien tuc, khong ngitng; khong met moi 

4. misconception ['miskan'sep/n] (n) stfquan niem sal, si/nhan thttc 

sal, sit hleu sal 

5. germ [d39:m] (n) vi trung; mam benh 

6. crude [kru:d] (adj) tho thien; tho bao 

7. amputation [,aempju'teijn] (n) thu thuat cat cut 

8. chloroform ['kbrafoim] (n) cloroform - mot loal hoa chat gay me 

9. factor ['faekta] (n) nhan to 
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80. Do you think that the United Nations 
Organisation perform a useful function in promoting 
peace and happiness in the world? 

Ban co nghirang Lien Hop Quoc thwc hien chuc nans huu ich 
trong viec thuc day hoa binh va hanh phuc tren the gidi khong? 

A successor 1 to the former League of Nations 2 , the United Nation 
Organisation has played a unique role in international relations, since its 
inception 3 at the end of the Second World War. 

The failure of the League of Nations to live up to the ideals of peace 
and harmony among nations revealed many weaknesses and deficiencies 
in that organisation, which could not prevent bellicosity 4 or belligerency 5 . 
But leaders of the world were determined to continue their efforts for '.he 
prevention of further wars, and it was this aspiration for peace that led to 
the creation of a new and more powerful organisation than the League of 
Nations Organisation. The elapse of about a quarter of a century, since its 
creation, without another world was, and the tremendous expansion 6 of its 
international activities, indicates that the United Nations Organisation has 
not only acquired viability but also achieved a considerable measure of 
success in the pursuit of peace. Today, the activities of this organisation 
extend to all fields of human endeavour 7 . 

It is true, however, that wars have been fought in various parts of the 
world such as the Korean and Congo Wars, despite the existence of this 
large organisation, whose members include almost all the important 
countries of the world, including Communist China, who had at one time 
earned the odium 8 of many countries as the instigator 9 of wars. Wars 
have also been fought between its own members, in defiance of one of its 
main principles forbidding wars among its members. Even today there is 
a war in Bosnia and perhaps there will be more wars in the future; but the 
armed intervention of the United Nations Organisation in all the major 
conflicts has at least restricted the wars to certain areas and removed the 
threat of another world war. In many cases the United Nations has also 
been able to persuade the belligerent parties to cease fighting and agree 
to settle their political differences by negotiations 10 . This fact itself 
proves the usefulness of this organisation, though doubts have been 
expressed in certain quarters about its effectiveness. 
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The United Nations Organisation has also made a great contribution 
to the advancement of the people of the world. Through its subsidiary 
organs ", such as the World Health Organisation (W.H.O.) and the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(U.N.E.S.C.O.) it has extended its activities to the remotest regions of the 
, earth. It has at its disposal the services of a large number of specialists of 
all nationalities, who are sent round the world to contribute their talent, 
experience and knowledge to the welfare of the human race. These 
specialists have worked with a missionary zeal' 2 in the countries to 
which they were sent, and as a result of their work and advice, many 
countries have made tremendous progress in all spheres of national life. 
Doctors, scientists and educationalists from the United Nations, as well 
as the Financial aid that this organisation has given to several countries 
have played their part in promoting the happiness and welfare of the 
peoples of the world. 

It is therefore hard to deny that the United Nations does perform a 
useful function in the promotion of peace and happiness in the world. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. successor [sak'sesa] (n) ngu&i ke tuc, ke thCta 

2. League of Nations (n) Hot Quoc Lien 

3. inception [in'sepfn] (n) st/khdi dau, si/ bat dau 

4. bellicosity [,beli'kDsiti] (n) sifhieu chien; tinh hay gay go 

5. belligerency [bi'lid3aransi] (n) stftham chien 

6. expansion [iks'paen/n] (n) sifmdrong 

7. endeavour [in'deva] (n) si/co gSng, so 1 no tut 

8. odium ['audjam] (n) si/che bai, de biu 

9. instigator [Mnstigeita] ke xui giuc f ke xui bay; ke chu mWu 

10. negotiation [ni,gou/i'ei/n] (n) sifdieudinh, si/ dam phan 

11. organs ['organ] (n) to chut (ch/nh th&c); ccf quan 

12. zeal [zi:l] (n) long sot sing, long hang hai; nhiettam, nhiet huyet 
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81. What in your opinion are the qualities 
of a good judge? 

Quart diem cua ban ve cdc pham chSt cua mgt quart tda tdt la gi? 

The judiciary 1 , especially in a democratic state, is well known for its 
impartiality 2 . In numerous cases it has taken decisions even against the 
state for the achievement of the ends of justice. This impartiality of the 
judicial system in a democratic state can be attributed to the good 
qualities of judges who have always asserted their independence from 
executive 3 control. 

The qualities of a good judge include patience, wisdom, courage, 
firmness, alertness, incorruptibility 4 and the gifts of sympathy and 
insight. In a democracy, a judge is accorded great respect by the state as 
well as its citizens. He is not only permitted to assert his freedom and 
impartiality but also expected to use all his forensic 5 skill to protect the 
rights of the individual against arbitrariness 6 . Through such a state of 
affairs makes it easy for the judge to exercise his functions, he still 
requires many qualities to perform his duties effectively. 

In the execution of his functions, a judge has to exercise patience and 
alertness so that he can hear all the arguments of the contending parties 
to a dispute and arrive at a wise decision. An impatient judge can hardly 
act with reason, however wise he may be. Patience and alertness are 
therefore essential qualities of a good judge. 

The decisions of a judge sometimes provoke the anger of certain 
individuals and he becomes the victim of revenge. In condemning 7 a 
person to death, for example, a judge might cause the relatives of the 
condemned man to nurse feelings of revenge against him. That life of the 
judge is thus exposed to danger, sometimes even after his retirement from 
judicial service. Therefore, a good judge is also a man of courage, who is 
incorruptible and prepared to accept the consequences of his decisions. A 
pusillanimous 8 and corruptible judge is no bulwark 9 of justice. 

A good judge is, however, not destitute 10 of sympathy. He considers 
the feelings of all parties with sympathy and understanding. His 
knowledge of the law and human affairs is so extensive that he 
experiences little difficulty in grasping the main issues of the dispute 
quickly. His insight into human nature enables him to detect the criminal 
almost immediately; yet he is prepared, at times to set the accused free if 
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the charge against him is not framed properly by the police. This proves 
his impartiality, an attribute that inspires the confidence of the citizens in 
his ability and sense of justice. 

These arguments point to the conclusion that a good judge is a person 
of many qualities. 

NEW WORDS: 

1. judiciary [d3u:'dijari] (n) bo may tW phap 

2. impartiality [im,pa: Ji'aeliti] (n) tfnh cong bang, tfnh khong thien vi, 

tt'nh vo tW 

3. executive [ig'zekjutiv] (adj) thuoc ve ben hanh phap 

4. incorruptibility ['ink^rApr^'biliti] (n) tfnh khong the mua chuoc 

dUdc; tinh khong the hu hoa difdc, tfnh Hem khiet 

5. forensic [fa'rensik] (adj) (thuoc) phap fy f (thuoc) toa an 

6. arbitrariness ['crbitrerinis] (n) tfnh chuyen quyen, tinh doc doan, 

siftuy tien 

7. condemn [kan'dem] (v) ket an, kettoi, xtf, xti phat; chi trfch, /en 

an 

8. pusillanimous [^jursi'laanimss] (adj) nha*t gan, rut re; nhu nhifdc, 

yeu hen 

9. bulwark ['bulwak] (n) bttc tttdng thanh; life lifting bao ve 

10. destitute ['destitju:t] (adj) thieu thon; ngheo tung, cd cifc 

82. "Great literature belongs not to one age but to all 
ages; not to one country but all countries". Discuss 

"Tdc phdm van hoc vl dgi khong thuoc ve rieng mot then dai nao 
ma la thuoc vi moi thdidai; khong phai cua rieng mgt qudc gia 
nao ma la cua moi qudc gia". Hay thao luan. 

Literature, a narrative ' of human events, reflects all the hopes, emotions, 
feelings, sorrows and frustrations that men have had in the course of their 
long struggle for survival in this beautiful world. Its appeal is therefore 
universal. 

Since the time men learned how to read and write, some people have 
always felt the urge to exercise their literary skills for the sheer pleasure 
of writing. Fascinated by the beauty of language and ideas, many 
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scholars, since the dawn of history, have engaged themselves in 
exploring new avenues of thought, and in the process contributed to the 
production of great literary works. The sufferings of humanity have also 
contributed their share in impelling writers in all lands to write in the 
most vivid and expressive language. 

As man is the theme 2 of all literature, any great literature is 
appreciated in all countries, at all times. The works of great writers, such 
a Homer and Shakespeare, have indeed become immortal 3 for their 
universal appeal 4 . They have been read for centuries in all countries. 
Such waiters have revealed human nature to all generation of men. It is 
now realised that the fundamental 5 emotions and desires of men are same 
everywhere, though they may be divided by race, language and culture. 
Even their problems are the same. An Asian has the same problems of 
obtaining food or for providing for his family as a European has. Both 
laugh at and cry for the same things. The recognition of these facts has 
increased the feelings of oneness among the people of the world. 

The ideas that have been expressed by great writers have influenced 
the people of all countries. When a good idea is expressed by a writer of 
one country, it is absorbed 6 by people in "many other lands. The ideas that 
the Greeks had centuries ago on a government and society have 
continued to influence the minds of men till this day. In the same way, 
the literature of many other countries has influenced the thinking of the 
peoples of the world. 

Great literature reveals the common ties that exist among men. By 
emphasising the bonds 7 of sympathy between men, it helps the people of 
one country to look with affection upon the people of another country, 
and makes men conscious of their common destiny. For this reason, 
many great works in one language have been translated into several other 
languages. This had the effect of promoting better understanding among 
the people of the world and widening the mental horizons of men. There 
is therefore a great urge today to read the literature and history of all 
countries. Thus, there is much truth in the statement that "Great literature 
belongs not to one age but to all ages; not to one country but to all 
countries". 

NEW WORDS: 

1. narrative f'naerativ] (n) chuyin k£, bai tifdng thuat 
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2. theme [6i:m] (n) de tai, chu de 

3. immortal [i'mD:tl] (adj) bat tit, bat diet, bat hu 

4. appeal [9'pi:l] (n) st/keu got, Idi keu got 

5. fundamental [,fAnda'mentl] (adj) cd ban, cd sd f chu yeu 

6. absorb [ab'so:b] (v) hap thu 

7. bond [bond] (n) stf rang buoc, si/lien kit 

83. "Studies of Geography can make a great 
contribution to the service of man". Discuss 

"Nhitng nghien ciru ve dm ly co the dong mot vai trd to l&n trong 
vigc phuc vu loai ngwdi". Hay thao luan. 

That man's survival on the earth depends largely on geographical factors 1 
has been recognised since time immemorial. Without air and water 
which surround the earth, as well as food which can be derived from 
various sources in the world, the existence of life is indeed hard to 
conceive. 

The realisation that Kfe is dependent on geographical elements has led to 
an intensive study of Geography. Men who are engaged in the production of 
food are continuing their studies of the water, soils 2 and other factors which 
are essential for the growth of crops ^and livestock 3 . Such studies are 
continuing to yeild 4 useful results. It has come to be known that all plants 
and animals do not require the same conditions for survival, and that a plant 
or an animal that perishes 5 under certain conditions in one area could thrive 6 
in a different environment. In other words, different plants and animals draw 
their nourishment 7 from different sources of the world. This knowledge has 
enabled producers of food to make the best use of their resources. No longer 
do they attempt to grow crops or livestock in areas which are known to be 
unsuitable for the purpose. 

Geographical studies have also revealed new sources of power. The 
discovery of coal and mineral oil has revoultionised the lives of men in 
all parts of the world. Coal and mineral oil are used to operate machinery 
for the production of goods, for incineration 8 and illuminations 9 , as well 
as for propulsion 10 . Many streets in all the towns in the world are 
illuminated by oil lamps; aeroplanes are propelled by mineral oil, and 
locomotives ' 1 require either coal or mineral oil for propulsion. Indeed, 
coal and mineral oil are used for a diversity of purposes today. 
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The discovery of other minerals too such as iron ore, has made a great 
contribution to the service of man. Iron is used for the construction of 
bridges and buildings, for the manufacture of motor vehicles and other 
means of transport, which are completely changed the social habits of 
men and for numerous other purposes. The discoveries and inventions of 
the modern age have increased men's leisure and comfort. Men no longer 
have to walk long distances to attend to their business. Fast running 
vehicles enable them to reach their places of work with ease and speed. 
All this is the result of the studies of Geography, to a great extent. In 
brief, modern civilisation is the product of the industrial developments 
that have taken place since the time men learned to exploit the mineral 
resources of the earth. 

The advantages that men have derived from the use of the natural 
resources of the world have served as an incentive to deeper studies in 
Geography. More and more discoveries are being made by geographers 
and each discovery is adding substantially to the progress of the human 
race. Geographers are even exploring the depths of the oceans, in their 
eagerness 12 to make new contributions to knowledge and social progress, 
and they have achieved a great measure of success. Thus, it must be 
admitted that "Studies of Geography can make a great contribution to the 
service of man". 

NEW WORDS 

1. factor ['faekts] (n) nhan to 

2. soil [soil] (n) dattrong 

3. livestock ['laivstok] (n) vat nudi, thu nudi 

4. yield [ji:ld] (v) mang den, sinh ra s 

5. perish ['peri J] (v) diet vong 

6. thrive [Graiv] (v) phat trien manh, idn nhanh 

7. nourishment ['nArifmant] (n) sit nudi ditdng; thi/c pha'm 

8. incineration [in,sina'reij"n] (n) sit dot 

9. illumination [i,lu:mi'neij"n] (n) sttchieu sang 

10. propulsion [pra'pAlJ"n] (n) tut day, stfc defy 

11. locomotive ['loukamoutiv] (n) dau may (xe itta) 

12. eagerness ['i:ganis] (n) sit say me, sifhao hu'c, sis ham hd 
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84. "The luxuries of toaay are the necessities of 
tomorrow' 1 . Discuss 

"Spxa xicua ngay horn nay la nhihxg thir chn Met cho ngay 

maV\ Hay thao luan 

Men's activities in the early days of their existence were concentrated on 
the acquisitions ' of sustenance 2 . With the passage of time, however, they 
began to learn how to use certain things which were not essential for 
their survival but important for their comforts. In modern terms, those 
things would be described as luxuries. As they progressed further, 
however, and sought to increase their comforts, they began to regard 
those things as necessities. This has been men's attitude towards all 
things, that is, in time they begin to regard as necessities what they 
originally regarded as luxuries. 

Most of the things that we consider indispensable to our existence 
today were regarded only ass luxuries a few years ago. The radio, for 
example, has become a part and parcel 3 of modern life. The spread of 
education has sharpened the curiosity of men about world affairs, and the 
radio has become one of the main sources of information. It also provides 
much entertainment to all types of people. In the same way, motor vehicles 
which were used at first mainly by rich people and those engaged in trade 
and commerce, and were regarded as luxuries by others, have now come to 
be regarded as necessities by almost all working men. This is the result of 
the great economic and social changes that have occurred in the last few 
decades. More and more industries are being established in various parts of 
the world, with the result, that the activities of man too have increased 
tremendously. Workers have to travel great distances to earn their 
livelihood, and the limited time at their disposa l 4 compels them to regard 
motor vehicles as indispensable to their activities. 

The main reason for the acceptance as necessities what were at first 
regarded as luxuries is that, in course of time men come to realise the 
benefits and comfort that they derive from the use of those things. 
Almost every invention or discovery benefits society in some way, and 
when the advantages of using a thing are fully realised, men tend 5 to 
regard it as essential to their existence. Even decorative materials have 
acquired some importance in modern living, and many of them are 
considered necessities. Window curtains, for example, are now regarded 
as necessities, though in the past only the rich considered it worthwhile 



to use them for decorative purposes. It has now become a convention that 
the things in private chambers of a house should not be exposed to the 
public gaze 6 . Hence 7 , the use of curtain is considered essential to decent 
living in society. 

Sometimes, however, considerations of social status too have led to 
the recognition of certain things as necessities. When a substantial 
number of people in society use certain things which were treated with 
indifference before or regarded as luxuries, it becomes necessary for 
others to use them to maintain their status in society. Men today are too 
conscious of their position in society, and to assert their social influence 
whenever it is possible, they gain possession of certain things such, as 
telephones or refrigerators, which they had earlier regarded as luxuries. 

Thus, most of the necessities of today are actually not necessities in 
the sense that they are indispensable for survival, but that they are 
required to add to the comforts of life and our social position, and there 
is no doubt that many more of the luxuries of today will come to be 
regarded as necessities tomorrow. 

NEW WORDS 

1. acquisition [,aekwl'zijn] (n) st/gianh dWdc, sif dat dWdc 

2. sustenance ['sAstinsns] (n) that an thtfc udng; phWdng tien sinh 

song 

3. part and parcel of [pa:t 9nd 'pa:s(9)l sv] mot phan (khong the 

thieu) cua 

4. at one's disposal [dis'pouzel] tuy y set dung 

5. tend [tend] (v) co khuynh hWdng, hay 

6. gaze [geiz] (n) cai nhin cham cham 

7. hence [hens] (adv) sau day, ketifday 

85. What contributions can studies of Economics 
make to the extension of world trade? 

Nh&ng nghien cuu ve kinh te hoc co the dong gop gi vao viec m& 
rpng nin thwang mai the gi&i? 

One of the main aims of all human activity is the satisfaction of certain 
basic needs for survival, the most fundamental of which arc food and 
water Of these, more difficult to obtain is food, for unlike water, it does 
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not come from the clouds. To obtain it men have to exert all their 
energies, mental and physical. It is this search for food that has lead to 
the development of international trade which now extends to all 
commodities , including luxuries. 

The idea of world trade is of recent origin, thought merchants 2 of 
many countries has visited distant lands in search of merchandise even 
before the thirteenth century. International trade began to expand rapidly 
only after the Industrial Revolution, when men developed the devices for 
world communication and realised the necessity for obtaining the 
products of other countries. With the expansion of world trade, the study 
of Economics became of much importance to those engaged in 
international trade and commerce. Today, this subject is taught in all the 
universities and other institutions of learning throughout the world, for it 
has come to be realised that the study of Economics could lead to the 
extension of world trade by revealing new advantages of such trade. 

From a study of Economics, together with Geography, it has come to 
be known that almost every country in the world lacks the geographical 
and geological conditions for the production of certain commodities. A 
country in which food can be grown in abundance 4 may not be able to 
produce manufactured goods, and a country which is rich in mineral 
deposits and has the skills for the manufacture of goods, may not be able 
to produce food, owing to the absence of certain geographical 
advantages. Therefore, each country has realised the benefits of 
participating in world trade. 

Studies of Economics have also revealed the wisdom for each country 
to concentrate on the production of only certain commodities, even 
though it has the resources for the production of many other goods. 
Malaysia, for example, could produce mote rice for its people instead of 
depending on other countries for it; but it is appreciated that it is more 
advantageous for her to concentrate on the production of other goods 
such as rubber and tin. In the same way, many of the industrial countries 
in Europe could produce more food crops; but they too have realised the 
advantages of importing good and expanding their resources on the 
manufacture of goods which many of the other countries require. 

This tendency on the pqrt of the countries of the world to produce 
goods in which they have comparative advantages over others has led to 
the division of labour on an international scale. Each country specialises in 
the production of certain commodities and imports other commodities 
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which other countries can produce more skillfully and advantageously. 
Though such an arrangement sometimes operates to the disadvantage of 
some countries, especially in times of war when communications is 
disrupted 5 , yet it has been noted that it is still an advantage to maintain this 
position, for today there are enough means of averting 6 the commercial 
disadvantages of war which, fortunately, does not occur too frequently. 
Even a cursory 7 study of Economics would reveal the advantages of 
participating in world trade, on the part of the various countries of the 
world. It could therefore be argued that studies of Economics could make a 
great contribution to the extension of world trade. 

NEW WORDS 

1. commodity [ka'rroditi] (n) hang hoa; tien nghi 

2. merchant ['mart/ant] (n) nha budn; thitdng gia 

3. geological [d3ia'bd3iiol] (adj) (thugc) dia chat 

4. abundance [a'bAndans] (n) sit phong phu, stfdwdat, sit gia u co 

5. disrupt [disYApt] (v) phi v& 

6. avert [a'va:t] (v) ngan ngCfa, ngan chan, tranh 

7. cursory ['ks:sari] (adj) vdi, nhanh, Iwdt qua 

86. Journalism 

Nghi bdo chi 

Almost every one who can read and write sometimes feels the urge to 
write on some favourite topic; but some people love writing so much that 
they devote most of their leisure to the writing of something on a wide 
variety of subjects for the sheer 1 pleasure of writing. Such people usually 
become skillful writers, and if the ability to write with ease and facility 
were enough to achieve success in the field of journalism, many people 
would make journalism their career. 

In countries like England and Japan, where there are hundreds of 
newspapers and journals and a wide readership, journalism is an 
attractive profession. It is a source of prodigious 2 income to many. In 
Malaysia, however, the paucity 3 of journals and newspapers make 
journalism a precarious career. This does not imply that all those who 
have made journalism their career in England and Japan or in other 
countries have achieved success in this profession. There are numerous 
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instances of failure, and many live a precarious life as journalists, for, to 
be successful as a journalist, one must have many other qualities, besides 
the ability to write effectively. One of the important of them is the ability 
to judge the preferences of the average reader. If one writes for a political 
journal one should have a fair knowledge of what the readers of that 
journal expect from it. If one writes for a women's journal, one should 
know almost instinctively the prejudices and preferences of the readers 
of that journal. Only then can one prepare one's material for publication 
to the satisfaction of one's readers. A good journalist must also have a 
keen sense of responsibility. He should not incite 4 the resentment 5 of his 
readers. Thus, he may have to distort 6 or omit certain facts and 
information which in his judgements may appear unpleasant or shocking 
to his readers. 

If, however, the interest of the nation requires that the truth has to be 
told, however unpleasant it may he, then he must have recourse to skilful 
employment of words to communicate the information to the people in 
the most pleasant manner. All this implies that the journalist must not 
only be well informed about the affairs of the world, but he must also be 
prepared to exercise his intellectual powers to the utmost and sacrifice all 
his pleasures and pastimes. 

The collection of information and material for publication entails 7 
extensive travelling on the part of a journalist, and the physical activity 
involved in the search for news necessitates the possession of a good 
health. Besides, the need for contacts with individuals makes it necessary 
for him to cultivate 8 pleasing habits. Further, he must be prepared to 
work under the most unpleasant circumstances 9 . For example, if he is 
working for a popular newspaper, he may have to be at the scene of a 
battle and risk his life to send reports to his newspaper office. All this 
does involve great personal sacrifice. 

Finally, a good journalist should have a good grasp 10 of the 
constitutional 1 1 rights of the citizens of his country and the policies of his 
government. He should also know the laws of libel 12 and slander 13 . 
Ignorance of any of these may lead him to make unfair criticisms and 
disclosures 14 which may cause serious troubles to individuals and the 
country. Thus, success in journalism is not easy to attain, and only a few 
individuals make it their career. . 
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NEW WORDS 

1. sheer [Jis] (adj) tu yet doi; hoan toan; dung la 

2. prodigious [pra'did39s] (adj) phi thifdng, ky la; to Idn, do so 

3. paucity ['poisiti] (n) so 'ft 61, IWOng nho; sit khan hiem, stfthieu 

thdn 

4. incite [in'sait] (v) khuyen khfch; ktch dong f xui giuc 

5. resentment [ri'zentmant] (n) sir ' oan gian 

6. distort [dis'to:t] lam bie'n dang; bop meo, xuyen tac 

7. entail [in'teil] (v) doi hot 

8. cultivate ['kAltiveit] (v) trau doi; tu dif&ng 

9. circumstance ['sarkamstans] (n) hoan canh, trtfdng hdp, ttnh 

huong 

10. grasp [gra:sp] (v) sit nam dude; st/hieu thau 

11. constitutional [,kDnsti'tju: Janl] (adj) (thuoc) hie'n phap r theo hie'n 
phap, dung vdi hie'n phap 

12. libel ['laibal] (n) tot phi bang; sit phi bang 

13. slander ['sla:nda] (n) sit vu khd'ng, si/ vu cao 

14. disclosure [dis'klou3a] (n) sir ' vach tran, sit phdi bay 
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LETTERS 

87. Reply to a friend on his interest in the English 

language 

Hoi am cho mgt ngir&i ban ve syr quart tarn cua anh ta 

den tiengAnh 

5, Market Street, 
Ipoh. 

15th May, 19... 

Dear Ali, 

Thank you for your delightful 1 letter which came a short while ago. 

I am pleased to learn of the new interest you feel in the English 
language, for it is the first step in your journey to success. No one, in his 
right senses, can deny 2 that proficiency 3 in English is essential to 
personal progress and happiness today. 

One of the ways of improving your English is to read books on a 
variety of subjects. If you read books on one or two subjects only, your 
vocabulary will not expand fast enough. As you might know the English 
vocabulary consists of more than 600,000 words. Each subject has its 
own vocabulary. Therefore, the more subjects you read in English and 
more words you will learn to express yourself with greater ease and 
satisfaction. 

You should also learn the basic rules of Grammar. It is indeed 
difficult to write English confidently without some knowledge of 
Grammar. The simplest books on English Grammar are those written by 
Milon Nandy. They can be found in any book shop. I am sure you have 
seen many of them. 

Please write to me again if you need any help. Though I am not a 
master of the English language, yet I think I can be of some help to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marvin 
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NEW WORDS 

1. delightful [di'laitful] (adj) thu vj f thfch thu; lam say me 

2. deny [di'nai] (v) phu nhan 

3. proficiency [pra'fi/nsi] (n) sifthanh thao 

88. Letter of thanks to a teacher 

Thu cam on giti mgt gido vien 

Lake View School, 
7, Main Road, 
Penang. 

15th August, 200.. 

Dear Miss Jane, 

As you are aware, I did very well in my last examination. I now wish 
to thank you for all the good work that you had done for me and for all 
the others in the class. 

You must believe me when I say that we found your lessons very 
interesting, and your kind words were an added inspiration to us to study 
hard. 

I am sure it was only because of your good work that I and many 
others in the class did so well in the examination. I shall always 
remember you with affection, gratitude and respect, as well my friends 
who passed the examination together with me. . 

You are indeed a teacher of outstanding calibre 1 and it is a unique 
privilege 2 to be taught by you. 

Yours loving student, 
Ruby Nandy 

NEW WORDS 

1. calibre ['kaeliba] (n) (nghfa bdng) phSm chit, tinh chSt, nMng life 

2. privilege ['privalid3] (n) dacquyin, dacan 
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89. To a station master informing him about the loss 
of one of your bags during a journey by train. 

Gui cho ngwdi trtr&ng ga de truth bdo ve sfr mat mat mot trong 
nhihtg tui xdch cua ban trong mot chuyen di bang xe lira 

70, Hill Road, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
21st July, 19.. 

The Station Master, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Dear Sir, 

This is to inform you about the loss of one of my bags. 

On the 19th of this month I boarded the train at Singapore that arrived 
in Kuala Lumpur at 2.00 a.m. 

There were several bags with me and in my haste 1 to get through the 
gates to catch a taxi upon my arrival in Kuala Lumpur, I left a bag on the 
train. I discovered the loss of the bag only this morning. 

The bag is brown in colour, measuring about 4ft by 2ft and made of 
leather. My name is printed on the front side of the bag. 

Though there is scarcely 2 a chance of finding the bag, unless it has 
already been handed in, yet I should be obliged 3 if you would do your 
utmost to find and write to me as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Miss Rosalind Smith 

NEW WORDS 

1. haste [heist] (n) si/voi vang, st/ vgi va; si/ hap tap 

2. scarcely ['skeasli] (adv) kho ma, hau nhifla khong 

3. obliged [>'blaid3d] (adj) biet dn 
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90. To a friend describing a book fair 

Gui cho mot ngudi ban mieu ta ve mot hgi chasach 

No.3, SS4/134, 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 
21st Sept, 19.. 

My dear John, 

I have something very interesting to tell you; I visited a book fair last 
week. I shall never forget that visit. I wish you had been there with me. 

The fair was held in Sungai Wang, which, as you know, is one of the 
largest shopping complexes in this part of the world. About twenty 
publishers and book shops displayed their books There was such an 
interesting variety off books that I spent several hours at the fair, reading 
a few pages of a large number of books. To tell you frankly 1 , I felt a 
sudden desire to read all the books that were there. I must admit that I 
have learnt many new things about human activities in all parts of the 
world from the many pages that I read. 

I also bought some books which were sold at special prices. The 
special offers attracted large numbers of book-lovers. I wish I had 
enough money to buy more books. 

The fair was open from morning till 10 p.m. and it was really a 
pleasure to see so many books and people around me all the time. 

I really enjoyed the visit to the fair, a visit that has increased my thirst 
for knowledge. I am sure you would have felt the same, if you had also 
been there. I shall tell you more about it when wemeet next. 

With all good wishes, 

Yours sincerely 
Mazyki 

NEW WORDS 

1. frankly ['fraarjkli] (adv) mot each thing than, trung thttc 
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91 . Reply to a friend who has written to say how he 
was saved by a policeman. 

Hdi dm cho mgt ngw&i b#n da vik thu thuat lai viec anh ta da 
diccrc mgt vien canh sat cuu sdng nhu the nao 

311, Bright Avenue, 
Kuala, Lumpur. 
1st July, 19.. 

Dear Albert, 

Your letter which came this morning was indeed very interesting to 
read.. I wonder what had caused the boys to attack you. Perhaps they had 
mistaken you for somebody else against whom they had a grudge 1 . 

In any case, it was wise of you to have run away from the crowd. 
Most people today are afraid to help others in trouble. Otherwise, the two 
boys would not have dared 2 to harm you in the presence of so many 
people. 

You were also lucky that a policeman was around. This is how God 
helps the innocent and punishes the guilty. One of the boys who atacked 
you was caught by the policeman, and you say he was wanted by the 
police. He is sure to be punished for all his mideeds 3 . 

However, please be careful for sometime. The boy who escaped might 
still be looking for you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Tomby 

NEW WORDS 

1. grudge [grAd3] (n) mSihin thu, but tut, accam 

2. dare [des] (v) dii can damhoac trdtrao de lam d/'Su gl; dam 

3. misdeed ['mis'dird] (n) hinh dong xau; viec lam c6 hat 
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92. To the Principal of a Commercial College asking 
about a course you are interested in. 

Gut cho Hi$u trir&ng mot tru&ng Cao ding Thuang max de hoi 
vi mgt khoa hgc ma bgn quart tarn 

123, Last Avenue, 
Kuaia Lumpur. 
3rd June, 19.. 

The Principal 

Grighton Commercial College, 

15, Trunk Road, 

Grighton, 

England. 

Dear Sir, 

Aged 20, I have passed the School Certificate Examination of the 
University of Cambridge and 1 am now keen 1 to pursue a course in 
Accountancy at your renowned 2 college. 

I should therefore be obliged, if you would let me know whether I am 
eligible 2 for entry to the course; and if so, how I can get myself admitted 
and commence my studies without much delay. 

I look forward to receiving your reply. 

Yours faithfully, 
Mary Jones 

NEW WORDS 

1. keen [kirn] (adj) say me, ham thfch 

2. renowned [ri'naund] (adj) co tieng, not tieng, iCtng danh 

3. eligible ['elid39bl] (adj) du tWcach, thfch hcfp 
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93. Reply to a friend who has asked you to join him 
in his factory where the pay is more 

Hoi dm cho mot ngwoi ban da met ban ciing lam vi$c tai nha 
may cua anh ta, not co mite lurmg cao hon 

45, Main Road, 
Banting, 
Selangor. 
23rd Feb, 19... 

Dear Kim Seng, 

Thank you for your letter which I received this morning. 

It is indeed kind of you to ask me to join you in your factory where, 
you say, I could earn more than what I am earning at my present place of 
work. 

Well, Kim Seng, a better pay does not always mean a better job. You 
see, here I am earning only a few dollars less than what I could earn in 
your factory. But I do not have to pay house rent or for my meals, which 
would consume 1 a large part of my income 2 in your factory. Besides, 
though my present salary is low, there are chances of my earning a very 
high salary in a few years' time. There might be no such chances in your 
factory. Finally, I stay with my family and so enjoy comforts which I do 
not expect to have if I work in your factory. 

I must, however, thank you for taking the trouble to write to me and 
showing an interest in my affairs. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bhupesh 

NEW WORDS 

1. consume [ksn'sju:m] (v) tieu thu, dung 

2. income ['inkAm] (n) thu nhSp, Idi tut 
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94. To a friend telling him about your new house 

Gin cho mot ngwdi ban de ke cho anh ta ve can nha m&i cua ban 



256, Jalan Merah, 
Seremban 
N'egeri Sembilan 
22nd February, 19... 

Dear Milon, 

You will have heard that we have moved into a new house. 

As you know, the old house was very small and dark and unhealthy, 
and our part of the town had become so crowded and noisy that it was 
miserable to liver there. 

Our new house is a bungalo w 1 , standing by itself in a large 
compound 2 . It is large and roomy, and open on .all sides; so we get plenty 
of fresh air. But it is so quiet, compared with the constant noise in the 
town. We are all delighted with it. You must come and see it soon. 

With love and best wishes, 

From your friend, 
Anuja 

NEW WORDS 

1. bungalow ['bAngalou] (n) nha go mot tang 

2. compound ['kompaund] (n) khu vtfc co hang rao vay quanh 



183 



95. To a friend telling him about the trouble the 
writer .had with the police recently 

Gut cho mgt ngwci bfn &e ke cho anh ta ve rdc roi v&i canh sat 
ma ngudi viet gap phdi trong thdi gian gan day 

140, Jalan Maxwell, 
Seremban, 
Negeri Sembilan. 
14th February, 19... 

Dear Milon, 

I am writing to tell you about the trouble I had with the police 
recently. It was a nasty experience. 

I had gone to the town on my bicycle for an afternoon show at the 
Rex Cinema. As soon as the show was over, it began to rain so heavily 
that I had to take shelter ' in a shop. 

When the rain stopped at last, it was already dark and I wanted to rush 
home. 

Before I could leave the town, however, two policemen stopped me 
for riding the bicycle without a front light. I told them that it was because 
of the rain that I could not reach home before dark; but they would not 
listen to my pleas 2 . 

I was then taken to the police station where I had to pay a fine of $20. 
I was allowed to collect my bicycle from the police station only on the 
next day. 

What a shameful 3 affair it was; I shall never forget it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bock Swee 

NEW WORDS 

1. shelter ['Jelte] in nciu, nWdng tub 

2. plea [pli:] (n) Icfi yea cau khan thiet; Idi cau xin 

3. shameful ['Jeimft] (adj) dang ho then, 6 danh, ngMng, xau ho 
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96. To a friend thanking him for lending some money 

Gin cho mot ngiedi ban de cam an anh ta da cho miean tien 



5, Jalan Masjid, 
Kluang, Johore. 
10th July, 19... 

My dear Mukri, 

Thank you for sending me the Money Order ' for a hundred dollars 
and the kind 2 words you have expressed in your letter. 

I shall return the money as soon as I am able to do so, and as I said, 
not later than the middle of next month. 

Thank you again for your timely 3 help. I shall never forget your 
kindness. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sabri 



NEW WORDS: 

1. money order ['mAni b:d3] thi/chuyen tien 

2. kind [kaind] (adj) ttfte, tot bung 

3. timely ['taimli] (adj) dung luc; hdp thdi 
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97. To a friend who has not repaid a loan 1 of money 

Gut cho mpt ngirdi ban van chira trd lai mot khodn tien vay 



4, Jalan Ipoh, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
3rd April, 19... 

Dear Lim Swee, 

It's a long time since I heard from you. I hope you are keeping 2 well. 

I am writing to you to ask if you could return the money you 
borrowed from me almost a year ago. Perhaps you have forgotten about 
it. 

You see, I have a lot of things to do now, and I need every cent I can 
find. Perhaps you are also in the same position; but you will realise that I 
have waited to hear from you a long time. You had promised to return 
the money in a few days' time; but now it's almost a year. 

You must, however, believe me when I say that I wouldn't have 
written to you if I hadn't needed the money so badly. 

I therefore hope that you will try to return the money without further 3 
delay. Please do not misunderstand 4 me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wong Fatt 

NEW WORDS 

1. loan [teun] (n) tien cho vay 

2. keep [ki:p] van c&, c&, vin d tinh trang tiep tuc 

3. further [ f f9:d3] (adj) them nffa, hdn ntfa 

4. misunderstand ['misAnds'stsend] (v) hieu lam, hi£u sai 
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98. To a neighbour requesting him to keep his dog 
from barking and disturbing 

Gin cho mot ngtrdi hang xom yeu cau 6ng giukhong cho con 
cho cua ong ta sua va quay ray 

14, Japan 127, 

Kepong Jaya, 

Kuala Lumpur. 

23rd August, 19... 

Dear Mr. Nandy, 

Please excuse me for writing to you on a matter which may seem 
trivial 1 to you. I have, however, given the matter much thought and I now 
think that I have to mention it to you for the sake 2 of my family. 

It is about your dog which has formed a nasty 3 habit of barking the 
whole day. You can imagine how disturbing it is to have a dog near you 
barking day in and day out 4 . As you are never at home during the day, 
you perhaps do not know how much noise your dog makes to disturb all 
your neighbours. 

I should therefore be please if you would do something to stop your 
dog from disturbing my family so much; so that I may not have to 
complain to you again. 

Yours truly, 
(Miss) A.K.Tan 

NEW WORDS 

1. trivial ['trivial] (adj) tarn thtfdng, khong dang k£, ftquan trong 

2. for the sake of [seik] vl vl Icfi ich cua 

3. nasty ['na:sti] (adj) xiu, kho chiu, lam bt/c minh 

4. day in and day out (slang) ngay nao cung the 
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99. Thanking someone for a recommendation 1 

Cam cm mot ngtrci ve viec tiin cu 

4, Peak Venue, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
5th March, 19... 

My dear Amy, 

It was indeed very nice of you to recommend my name to your 
employer for the post of Junior Clerk 2 in your office. I received this piece 
of news from Julie who came to see me this morning. I have been 
looking for a job for sometime and it will indeed be a great help to me 
and my family if I am a ppointed 3 to the post you have in mind. 

Please accept my appreciation for what you have done for me. I am 
sure I will get the job, as I know how much your employer respects your 
opinions, advice and recommendations. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Anita 

NEW WORDS 

1. recommendation Oekamen'dei/n] (n) sir gidi thieu; stttien cCt 

2. Junior Clerk [ f d3u:nj9 kla:k] (n) thWky cap dwdi 

3. appoint [e'pDint] (v) cit, bo nhi$m 



m 



188 



100. To a lady expressing appreciation for her 

hospitality 

Gui cho motphu nit bay to Idng cam kich vi long hieu khdch 

cua cd 

5, Newcombe Road, 
Kuala Lumpur 
5th April 19... 

Dear Miss Elliot, 

I wish to express my appreciation to you for all that you did for me 
during my short stay in England. I shall not forget the visit to the 
interesting places, especially the cinemas and the night clubs and the 
interesting people that I met while you took me round the country. You 
were indeed hospitable. I wish you could visit my country some day soon 
so that I could repay your hospitality 1 adequately . 

Thank you once again for your kindness. 

Yours truly, 
Linda Tan 

NEW WORDS 

1. hospitality [,hospi'taeliti] (n) long men khach, long hieu khdch 

2. adequately ['aedikwitli] (adv) tt/dhg xtfng, thfch dang, thoi ding 
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101. To a doctor thanking him for someone's 
recovery from a serious illness 

Gin cho mgt bdc si di cam cm 6ng ve sir binh phuc cua ai do 

sau corn bao benh 

7, Road 12, 
Devlin Square, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
1st June, 19... 

Dear Dr. Edward, 

You will be pleased to learn that my father has recovered 1 completely 
from the serious illness that almost threatened his life a few days ago. 

My father's quick recovery from the illness was not due to God's 
kindness alone but also because of your skill as a doctor and your deep 
knowledge of medicine. 

My family and I are more obliged to you than we can express, and I 
pray that God may grant 2 you a long life so that you may bring cheer and 
happiness to the lives of many more of the sick and the distressed . 

Yours truly, 
Tan Kwee Meng 

NEW WORDS 

1. recover [rk'kAva] (n) khoi benh, binh phuc, iai sue 

2. grant [gra:nt] (v) ban cho, cap 

3. distressed [dis'trest] (v) ngutfi bi dau ddn 
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102. An invitation 1 to a friend 

Thu mdi gm cho mot nguvi ban 



No. 513, 
Oldman Street 
Kuala Lumpur 
21st August, 19... 

Dear Rosemary, 

You will be glad to know that my brother who was in England for so 
many years has just returned after passing his law exam. He will soon be 
practising as lawyer in this city. 

My parents and I are so happy at his return and success that we have 
decided to give a party to all our friends. The party will be held on the 
5th of next month at our home at 6 o'clock in the evening. 

I am therefore writing to you to ask you to attend the party. I am sure 
we will enjoy being together for a few hours on that day. 

Please write to me to say that you will be coming. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marina 

NEW WORDS 

1. invitation [,invi'teij"n] (n) sit mdi, idi mdi; giay mdi 
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103. To a friend inviting her to attend a wedding 

Gm cho mot ngudi ban mci co Sy tham dumgt Mm cudi 



No. 72, Jalan Baru, 

Malacca. 

3rd April, 19... 

Dear Kamariah, 

You will be glad, I am sure, to know that my sister, Swee Lan, is 
getting married on the 10th of this month. The groom 1 is a well known 
doctor in this town. We are all very proud 2 of him. My sister is indeed a 
very lucky girl. 

However, my parents have invited a lot of people to attend the 
wedding, and they have asked me to invite all my friends as well. I shall 
therefore be glad if you will also attend to wedding. It will be a very 
grand wedding, I can assure 3 you. 

Please come in the morning, so that we can have a lot of fun together. 

Your loving friend, 
Swee Moi 

NEW WORDS 

1. groom [grum] (n) chu re 

2. proud [praud] (n) ttfhdo, hanh dien 

3. assure [a'Jua, a'Js:] (v) qua quyet, cam doan; dam bao 
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104. Declining 1 an invitation to a wedding 

Tit choi mgt IM mot din du dam cu&i 

15, Jalan Multan, 
Muar, Johor, 
6th April, 19... 

Dear Swee Moi, 

Thank you for asking me to attend your sister's wedding on the 10th 
of this month. Your sister is indeed very lucky, and I am sure that the 
wedding will be an event to remember. I would certainly like to attend 
such a wedding, but as you know, my mother is still very ill and I have to 
be near by to attend to her needs. 

You must therefore excuse me from attending the party. I shall try to 
meet your levely sister and the new member of your family, your 
brother-in-law 2 , as soon as I am able to do so. 

Your loving friend, 
Kamariah 

NEW WORDS 

1. decline [di*klain](v) tit choi, khwdctit 

2. brother-in-law ['brAfferinb:] anh re 
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105- Informing a mother about someone's success 

Bdo cho me bik ve thanh cong cua mirth 

15, New Trees Road, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
23rd June, 19... 

Dear Mother, 

I have great news for you: I have passed the final examination of my 
school with very high marks 1 . I obtained 2 eighty marks in all the 
subjects. 

My teachers say that I should do very well in the next examination, if 
I continue to study hard. I am very pleased with this remark of my 
teachers. I am sure you and father will be very happy and proud, if I do 
well in the next and most important examination. 

I shall come home soon. I hope everyone is keeping well at home. 
Please give my love to father and the little ones. 

With love and regards to you. 

From your loving daughter, 
Norisha 

NEW WORDS 

1. mark [ma:k] (n) diem 

2. obtain [ab'tein] (v) datdifdc, gianh dMc, thu dwac 
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106. From a son to a mother who has sent a gift to 
celebrate his success in his examination 

Cua mptngwdi con trai gin cho m? y nguci da gui mot man qua 
de chuc mimg thanh cong cua anh ta trong ky thi 

105 Market Street, 

Singapore 

20th October 19... 

My dear Mother, 

Thank you very much for the gift you have sent me to celebrate my 
success in my last examination. It is such an expensive and beautiful 
thing that is seems like a dream come true. I had never expected such a 
gift. In any case, I am sure I would not have done so . well in my 
examination if father and you have not given me the encouragement and 
inspiration to study hard and to believe in the importance of knowledge 
and wisdom. I shall certainly treasure your gift, realising how proud 
father and you are of me. 

I shall come home soon. 

With love to you and father, 

Your affectionate 1 son, 
Esmond 

NEW WORDS 

1. affectionate [s'fekfnit] (adj) thWdng yeu; triu men 
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107. To a business firm asking about a job 

Gui cho mgt cong ty thir&ng mgi dexin vi$c 



5, Asia Avenue, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
10th September, 19... 

. The Manager, 
New Products Ltd., 
5, Nelson Street, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
Dear Sir, 

Having left school a few months ago, I am looking for some work to 
support' myself and to build up a career for myself. 

I am a Chinese of eighteen years of age. I have obtained passes in five 
subjects in the G.C.E. examination, including English and Mathematics. 
While in school, I played football, badminton 2 and other games and was 
a very active member in the debating 3 society. 

Though I have no experience in any kind of office work, I am 
prepared to work hard and acquire some experience in some profession. 

I should therefore be grateful to you if you would let me know if you 
could offer me any work in your office, suitable for my qualifications. 

Yours faithfully, 
Gilbert Soo 

NEW WORDS 

1. support [sa*pD:t] (v) nudi nang, cap du&ng 

2. badminton ['baedmintan] (n) cSu Idng 

3. debate [di'beit] (n) tranh lu$n t thao luin 
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108- Reply to an advertisement for a Junior Clerk 

PMc dap cho mot quang cdo tim mot thu ky 



205, Norris Road. 
Singapore, 
20th October 19.. 

The Manager, 
Brixton Enterprise, 
8, Clive Street, 
Kuala Lumpur. 



Dear Sir, 

I wish to apply for the post of Junior Clerk, advertised in the "Daily 
Press" today. J 

I am nineteen years old and have just passed the School Certificate 
Examination of the University of Cambridge. I have also taken a course 
in Typewriting and Book-Keeping. 

I enclose copies of some of my testimonials 1 , and refer you to the 
Principal of Grammar School, 10, Queen Street, Kuala Lumpur, for my 
character. 

If I am given the post, I can assure you that I will do my best to give 
you satisfaction. 

Yours faithfully, 
Belinda Lee 

NEW WORDS 

1. testimonial [,testi'mounjal] (n) giay chting nhan 
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109. To the Editor of a Newspaper 
about the dirty roads in your locality 

Gin cho Tdng Bien Tap cua mot t& bdo phdn dnh ve nhung con 
dw&ng dor ban & dia phitcmg cua bah 

14, Jalan 127, 
Jaya Puri, 
Telok Intan, 
Perak 

15th May, 19... 

The Editor 
New Asia Press, 
15, New Lane, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Sir, 

As a resident of Telok Intan, I wish to draw the attention of the proper 
authorities 1 to the dirty roads of this town. 

No one seems to bother about the dirt that is spreading from the roads 
toy all the corners of the town. If no action is taken to remove the dirt 
immediately, there will soon be an epidemic 2 of various diseases. 

I hope the authorities will act immediately to prevent the spread of 
disease and death that may result from the negligence 3 of the authorities 
in this regard. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Tan 

NEW WORDS 

1. authority [Di'eDriti] (n) nha chut trach, ngWdi co tham quyen 

2. epidemic [,epi'demik] (n) benh djch 

3. negligence ['neglid3ans] (n) tfnh ca'u tha, tac trach; dieu scf suit 
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110. To a Post Master about a change of address 

Gm cho ngtrfri Quan ly Bun di§n ve viec (hay ddi dm chi 

7, Green Avenue, 
Eastern Park, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
10th May, 19... 

The Post Master, 
Southern Park, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Dear Sir, 

Please note that I am no longer residing at 10, Queen's Avenue, 
Southern Park. I should therefore be obliged if you would forward all my 
letters to my present address. 

Yours faithfully, 
Adeline Hubert 
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1 1 1 . For the post of Assistant Secretary in a 
commercial firm 

Cho vi tri mot tra lythwky trong mot hang thuvng max 

Address 
Date 

The Manager, 
Bolton Industries, 
10th New Park Avenue, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
Dear Sir, 

In response 1 to your advertisement in the "Daily Mail" for an 
Assistant Secretary, I beg to apply for the post. 

I am twenty-five years of age and I obtained passes in the G.C.E. 
Examination in the following subjects 

1. English 'O' level. 

2. Mathematics 'O' level. 

3. Geography 'O' level. 

4. Economics 'O* level. 

5. English Law 'A* level. 

After passing the G.C.E. Examination, I enrolled 2 myself in a 
Commercial School where I passed in Typewriting, Book-Keeping, 
Commercial Correspondence and Shorthand at the Advanced Stage of 
the LC.C.I. Examination. 

Though I have no experience, I am confident that the knowledge that I 
have acquired in commercial subjects will enable me to carry out my 
duties to your satisfaction, if you appoint me to the post. 

I should therefore be obliged if you would grant me an interview on 
any date convenient to you. 

Yours faithfully, 
Margaret Smith 

NEW WORDS 

1. response [ri'spDns] (n) stftra Idi; sithitdng &ng 

2. enrol [in'raul] (v) ghi danh; ket nap 



112. For the post of Shorthand Typist 

Cho vi tri nhdn yien ddnh may toe k§ 



10, Sims Avenue, 

Singapore. 

1st November, 19... 

The Manager, 

Allen and Edward Co. Ltd., 

Kuala Lumpur. 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your advertisement in today's "Daily Herald", I 
should like to be considered for the position of Shorthand 1 Typist. 

I am twenty years of age, and I have just completed a secretarial 
course at City College of Commerce. I was educated at Grammar School, 
where I passed my G.C.E with three 4 A' levels and two 'A' levels. 

My shorthand speed is one hundred and my typing speed is forty. I 
should be available to attend an interview at any time which is 
convenient for you. 

Yours faithfully, 
Victoria Jonathan 

NEW WORDS 

1. shorthand ['/Dithaend] (adj) dung toe ky, ghi bang toe ky 
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1 13. An application for the post of junior clerk 

Mgtthuxin vi$c cho vitrimgtthuky cdp dw&i 



23, Main Road, 
Mandai, 
Singapore. 
3rd June, 19... 

The Manager, 
South-East Traders, 
25-A, Serangoon Road, 
Singapore. 

Dear Sir, 

In answer to your advertisement in the New Straits Times, I wish to 
apply for the post of junior clerk in your office. 

I have passed the Primary 6 examination and am at the moment 
looking for work to help my poor parents. In my school I took prizes in 
English and Arithmetic 1 , and was considered a good scholar, as the 
certificate of my Headmaster which I enclose, shows. 

I am young and active and willing to work hard. I can assure you that, 
if I am selected 2 for the post, I shall do my best to give satisfaction. 

I enclose copies of my testimonials. 

Yours faithfully, 
Samir Nandy 

NEW WORDS 

1. arithmetic [a'riGmatik] (n) so hoc 

2. select [si'lekt] (v) li/a chon, tuyen chon 
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114. To a company, from a girl who has been 
compelled to leave school and look for work 

Gin cho mdt cong ty, thwcuampt cd gdi 
huge phai nghi hoc <te tint viec lam 

10, Onan Road 

Singapore 

1st November, 19... 

The Manager, 
New Asia Enterprise Ltd., 
13, Kingsway Street, 
Singapore. 
Dear Sir, 

Having just left school, I am looking for work to help my aged parents 
to provide for our family of ten members. Since yours is a big firm, I am 
writing to you in the knowledge that you will always have a vacancy 1 for 
a girl like me. 

I am seventeen years old and have learned only up to Form IV, as the 
financial difficulties of my parents would not allow me to proceed 2 
further, though my performance -* in school was considered quite good by 
my teachers. 

I am willing to do any kind of work that you are prepared to offer me, 
for it will not only afford me an opportunity to reduce the burden 4 of my 
parents but also to pursue my studies in an evening school and be of 
greater service to you and to my family in due course. My concern for 
my family will certainly increase my occupational efficiency. 

I am therefore confident that you will consider my plight 5 
sympathetically and offer me a post as soon as possible. I assure you that 
I will do my best to give you satisfaction. 

Yours faithfully, 
Judith Duncan 

NEW WORDS 

1. vacancy ['veikansi] (n) mot vi tri hay chuc vu con bo trong 

2. proceed [pra'si:d] (v) tien ten; di den 

3. performance [p3'fb:mans] (n) thanh tfch 

4. burden fbeidn] (n) ganh nang 

5. plight [plait] (n) hoan canh kho khan, canh ngo khon kho, tuyet 

vong 
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115. For a post of Salesman in a large firm 

Cho m$t vi trt nhdn vien ban hang trong mot cong ty Ion 

Address 
Date 

The Manager, 
Eurasia Enterprises Ltd., 
5, Green Street, Singapore. 
Dear Sir, 

As I am deeply interested in the career of salesmanship 1 . I write to 
you in the hope that you will be able to employ me in your renowned 2 
firm. 

Aged eighteen, I have just left school after obtaining 'O' level passes 
in English, Mathematics, Geography, History and Economics in the 
G.C.E. Examination of the Cambridge University. 

While in school, I played football and badminton and was an active 
member of the Literary and Debating Society. I was also on the Editorial 
Board of my school magazine. I took part in many inter-school debates 
and won prizes and certificates for my oratorical 3 skill. 

As I am aware that a salesman in your firm has enough scope 4 for his 
abilities of self-expression and for earning power, I am earnest in my 
desire to offer my services to you. I am prepared to travel extensively to 
promote your products. 

I therefore sincerely hope that you will give due consideration to my 
application and let me know your decision at your earliest convenience. 
Yours faithfully, 
Kenneth Brown 

NEW WORDS 

1. salesmanship f'seilzmanjip] (n) nghe ban hang; nghe thuat ban 

hang 

2. renowned [ri'naund] (adj) co tieng, noi tieng, iCfng danh 

3. oratorical [pra'brfkdl] (adj) (thudc) dien thuyet, (thudc) tai hung 

bien 

4. scope [skaup] (n) ccf hoi) dip, loi thoat; ndi phat huy 



116. Imagine that you are a father. Your son was ill 
for a few days and was unable to go to school. Write 
a letter to the principal of the school in which your 

son is learning 

Tu&ng twang rang ban lam ft ngtedi cha. Con trai cua ban da bj 
b$nh vai ngay nay va khong the di hpc. Hay vi&t mot Id thugiti 
thdy hi$u tructng cua trie&ng ma con trai b$n dang hgc. 

155, Park Circus, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
22nd January, 19... 

The Principal, 
Cambridge English School, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
Dear Sir, 

This is to inform 1 you that my son, Joseph, of Form 2A, was unable to 
attend school for a few days last week, owing to an illness that confined 
him to bed. 

I should therefore be pleased if you would excuse his absence 2 from 
school during that period. 

Yours faithfully, 
J.S. Williamson 

NEW WORDS 

1. inform [in'fb:m] (v) bao tin, bao cho biit 

2. absence ['aebsans] (n) sifving mat 
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117. To an airways company asking about flights 

and fares 

Gin cho mot hang hang khong dehoi ve cdc chuyen bay va gid ve 

15, Nelson Street, 

Malacca. 

5th August, 19... 

The Manager, 
Eurasia Airways, 
Queen Street, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Dear Sir, 

As I wish to make a trip to Japan sometime next month, I should be 
obliged 1 if you would let me know the flight schedule 2 to Japan and the 
lowest fare that you could allow me, should I decide to travel by your 
planes. 

Yours faithfully, 
KJ. Smith 

NEW WORDS 

1. obliged [a'blaid3d] (adj) biet dn 

2. schedule ['Jed3u:l; 'sked3ul] (n) Itch, ke hoach 
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118. Imagine that you are a clerk in an office. Write a 
letter to your employer telling him why you were 
unable to report for work for a few days 

Twang twang rang ban la thwky cua mot van phdng. Hay viet 
mot Id thwgiri ngttfn qudn ly cua ban cho biet tai sao ban khong 
co mat tai not lam vice trong vai ngdy qua 

G.S. Smith & Co. Ltd., 
6, Main Street, 
Singapore. 
5th July, 19... 

The Manager, 

GS. Smith & Co. Ltd., 

6, Main Road, 

Singapore. 

Dear Sir, 

I regret 1 very much that I was unable to report for work for three days 
last week owing to an illness that kept me confined to bed. 

I attach the medical certificate issued by the doctor who attended me, 
for your inspection 2 . 

I should therefore be obliged if you would excuse my absence during 
the period in question. 

Yours faithfully, 
George Teo 

NEW WORDS 

1. regret [ri'gret] (v) lay lam tied 

2. inspection [in'spek/n] (n) stfxem xet; si/giam dinh 
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119. Imagine that you are an employee in a business 
firm. Your son is very ill in America. Write to your 
employer asking for leave of absence for a month 

Hay tudng tircrng ring ban Ih nhdn vien cua mot hang kinh 
doanh. Con traicua bqn dang bf b#nh nqng &My. Hay vikthir 
cho ngirdi quan ly xin nghiphep trong vdng mpt thdng 

713, New Henom Street, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
3rd April, 19... 

The Manager, 
Eurasia Books, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Dear Sir, 

I regret very much having to inform you that my son is seriously ill in 
America. I have just received a telegram from the the principal of his 
school asking me to visit my son immediately before his condition grows 
worse. 

I should therefore esteem 1 it a greaf favour if you would grant me a 
month's leave of absence so that I may have sufficient time to do all that 
is necessary for my son f s complete recovery from the illness. I shall 
return to duty after the expiry 2 of my leave. 

I have every confidence that you will approve the leave that I seek, 
without delay, in view of the seriousness of the matter: 

Yours faithfully, 

Albert Lee 

NEW WORDS 

1. esteem [is'ti:m] (n) coi la, cho la; kinh men, guy tryng 

2. expiry [iks'paisri] (n) sit man han; sttket thuc 
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120. To a publisher enquiring 1 about some books 

Gin cho mgt nha xudt ban ditim hieu ve mgt vai quyin sdch 

4, Green Lane, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
4th July, 19... 

The Manager, 
Eurasia Books, 
29, St. Thomas Road, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 

Dear Sir, 

Reference the books entitled 2 "Milon's Mastering English Course" and 
"Correct Your English" by Milon Nandy, which you have advertised in 
the major newspapers, I should be pleased if you would let me know 
what other books the same author has written on the English language. 

T like the simple style in which his books are written and I am very 
keen to buy all his books on the English Language. 

Please also let me know the price of each book and the discount 3 that 
you give to your customers. 

An early reply will be greatly appreciated 

Yours faithfully, 
Kenneth Leo 

NEW WORDS 

1. enquire [in'kwaia] (v) hoi tham, dm hieu 

2. entitle [in'taitl] (v) datttfc, co ten (sach...) 

3. discount ['diskaunt] (n) phSn tier* dWdcgiam; tien bdt; tien tnt 
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121. To the Chief Medical Officer of a hospital, 
expressing your appreciation for the good treatment 
you received as a patient 

Gin cho Bdc sitrw&ng cua mot b$nh vien, bay to long cam kick 
cua ban doi voi sir dim tri tan tinh ma ban da nhan du&c khi la 

• • • • • ■ • 

benh nhan 

20, Weld Avenue, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
3rd July, 19... 

The Chief Medical Officer, 
General Hospital, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Dear Sir, 

This is to express my appreciation ' to you and to all the other 
members of your staff for the excellent treatment 2 1 received as a patient 
in your hospital last month. 

I would like to make special mention of the kindness that all those 
who were assigned 3 to look after me showed towards me and the 
efficient manner in which they carried out their duties under your 
administration. 

I am confident that there are many others who are as grateful 4 as I am 
to you and your staff and it is only because of their lack of words to give 
adequate 5 expression to their gratitude that is restraining 5 them from 
writing to you. 

I commend you on your excellent service. 

Yours truly, 
Belinda Wong 

NEW WORDS 

1. appreciation [B,pri: JTei/n] (n) sitcamkich 

2. treatment ['trktmant] (n) si/dieu tri; sit doi xCt 

3. assign [a'sain] (v) phan cong 

4. grateful ['greitful] (adj) bietdn 

5. adequate ['eedikwit] (adj) xtfng dang; day du 

6. restrain [ri'strein] (v) ngan trd; can trd 



122. Imagine that you have to pay Income Tax, Write 
a letter to the Income Tax Department requesting 
time to pay your tax 

Hay tit&ng twcmg r&ng ban phdi dong thui thu nhap. Hay viet ' 
mot birc thirgui Phong Thui Thu nhap de nghi cho them thfri 

gian di dong (hue 

7, Sunrise Hill, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
3rd July, i9... 

The Controller of Income Tax, 

Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia. 

Dear Sir, 

Reference to your letter dated 25th June, 1987 in which you state that 
I have to pay $500 for the year 1986, 1 wish to request you to allow me to 
pay the amount by five instalments ', that is $100 a month, as it will be a 
great strain on my financial resources to pay the tax 2 in one sum. 

I should therefore esteem it a great favour if you would give a 
prompt 3 and favourable reply. 

Yours faithfully, 
R.K. Bardhan 

NEW WORDS 

1. instalment [in'stDrlmant] (n) phan tra moi Ian (cua mot so tien) 

2. tax [taeks] (n) thu& 

3. prompt [prompt] (adj) nhanh chong 
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123. To your landlord 1 , asking him to repair the roof 

which is leaking 

Gin cho chu nha ma ban dang thue> yeu chu ong ta sua chua 

mdi nha dang b\ dgt 

210/45, Newton Lane, 

Singapore. 

25th December, 19... 

Dear Sir, 

Will you please send your workmen as early as possible to repair the 
roof of my bungalow, which is leaking 2 badly? In last night's rain a lot of 
water got in and damaged the drawing-room and one of the bedrooms. 
Please treat this as urgent 3 . 

Yours truly, 
MR. Nandy 

NEW WORDS 

1. lartdtord [ f laendb:d] (n) chu nha (nha cho thue) 

2. leak [li: k] (v) bf dot; bi rd ri 

3. urgent faidjpnt] (adj) cSp bach, khan cap; gap 
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124. Reply to the manager of a business firm who 
has sent you the last reminder for payment of a bill 
for goods supplied to you 

Phuc dap cho giant doc cua mot hang thwong mai da gui cho ban 
thwnhac nh&cudi cung vi vifc thanh todn mgt hoa dan hang 
hoa da cung cap cho bgn 

28, Howard Avenue, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
5th May, 19... 

The Manager, 
Asia Lights Co. Ltd., 
17, Dutch Lane, 
Kuala Lumpur 



Dear Sir, 

I refer to your letter dated 1st May, 19..., bearing 1 the words "Last 
Reminder" and threatening legal action if I ignore 2 it. I am indeed very 
sorry that I have delayed payment of the bill; but I can assure you that 
the delay was not intentional . 

However, I now send you a cheque for the amount owing to you. 
Please forgive the inconvenience that I have caused you. 

Yours faithfully, 

R.L. Roye 

NEW WORDS 

1. bear [bee] (v) mang, cfe (chu 1 ) 

2. ignore [ig'ro:] (v) phdt id; khong cfe y den 

3. intentional [in'tenjanl] (adj) coy, cd chu tarn 
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125. To a dentist asking for an appointment 

Gin mot nha si de nghi mot cuoc h?n khdm 



205, Kirbau Road. 

Singapore 

15 th October, 19... 

Dear Sir, 

My teeth are in a very bad state, and I think I had better have them 
taken out. I shall be glad, therefore, if you will fix ! a day and hour when I 
could consult 2 you. It will be convenient for me to come any afternoon 
this week after 3 p.m. I should appreciate an early reply. 

Yours faithfully, 

Judith Joseph 

NEW WORDS 

1. fix [fiks] (v) bo tn, thu xi'p, sap xep 

2. consult [ksn'sAlt] (v) hoi y kien; tham khao » 
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126. Reply to a dealer of goods who has threatened 
to take legal action against you for your having 
failed to pay what you owe him 

Phuc dap cho mot ngir&i ban hang da de doa se khci to ban vi 
ban da khong tra dirpc so tien ma ban ritfong ta 

15, Beach Road, 
Singapore. . 
21st May, 19... 

The Manager, 
New Star Co. 
4, Parkinson Street, 
Singapore. 

Dear Sir, 

I have just received your letter informing me about your intention to 
institute legal proceedings 1 against me to recover the money that I owe 
you. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the kindness that 
you have shown towards me for the last several months, restraining 
yourself from taking any legal action against me. 

You must, however, believe me when I say that it was for some 
compelling 2 reasons that I was not able to settle 3 my debt to you for such 
a long time. 

Now that you have expressed your intention to resort to the law to 
recover what I owe you, however, I request you earnestly 4 to allow me a 
month's time to pay the debt. I can assure you that you will find no cause 
to write such a letter to me again, if you can accede 5 to my request. 

Please reply as soon as you can. 

Yours faithfully, 
Edward Tan 
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NEW WORDS 

1. institute legal proceedings (against) khdi ki$n 

2. compelling [kem'pelirj] (adj) bat buoc, thuc ep 

3. settle ['setlj (v) giai quyet, dan xep 

4. earnestly ['sinistli] (adv) mdtcich nghiem tuc, nghiem chinh 

5. accede [ak'shd] (v) dong y; tan thanh 

127. GETTING TO KNOW SOMEONE 

B&t dhu tim hiiu mgt ngtrci 

(Mr. John and Mr. George are walking in opposite directions, early one 
morning. They strike up an acquaintance 1 when they come face to face. 
Mr. John begins the conversations). 

Mr. John Hello. 

Mr. George Hello. 

Mr, John It's a fine morning, isn't it? 

Mr. George It is indeed. This is the time of day I like the most. The air is 
fresh and cool. 

Mr. John And invigorating 2 too, I must add. 

Mr. George Yes, very true. 

Mr. John By the way, may I introduce myself? I'm John. 
Mr. George And I'm George. I'm so pleased to meet you. 
Mr. John And so am I. (They shake hands). 

Mr. George I see you passing this way every morning. Now that we've 
come to know each other, might I ask you a few questions? 

Mr. John Certainly. I shall be only too glad to answer your questions, if 
they aren't too personal of course. 

Mr. George They certainly aren't. I shouldn't take such liberties 3 at our first 
meeting, should I? 

Mr. John Please don't take it amiss 4 . 1 mean no offence 5 . 

Mr. George I'm sure of that. Anyway, Mr. John, may I know why you pass 
this way every morning? 
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Mr. John Well, my place of work is only a short distance from here. I 
walk to my office this way, and the fresh air, to use your word, 
invigorates me. I pass through this place again after work 
everyday. Walking to and from my office gives me good 
exercise. 

Mr. George I must agree with you. Walking is indeed good exercise. How 
far is your house from here? 

Mr. John It's close by. You can see if from here. That's my house over 
there. (He points to the house). Now, may I ask why you 
yourself visit this place every morning? 

Mr. George That's because I have my morning walks at this place. It has 
long been my habit to have a short walk every morning, a 
habit I formed after my retirement 6 from the army. 

Mr. John That's indeed a good habit. And, as you yourself said earlier, a 
good exercise too. It keeps you strong, healthy and fit. 

Mr. George I'm glad we both agree on that. 

Mr, John Well, Mr. George, you must excuse me. I mustn't be late for 
work. We'll continue our discussion some other day. 

Mr. George Certainly. We'll meet again. Goodbye. 

Mr. John Goodbye. (They part with a handshake). 

NEW WORDS 

1. strike up acquaintance [straik Ap e'kweintans] lam quen vdi ai 

2. invigorating [in'vigsreitiq] (adj) lam o/dng trang, tiep sinh lite; lam 

them hang hai 

3. liberties ['libatiz] (pi.n) thai do so sang 

4. take amiss [teik a'mis] (v) bite minh, phat y 

5. offence [a'fens] (n) sifxuc pham 

6. retirement [ri'taiamant] (n) stfnghiviec 
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128. LOOKING FOR A JOB 

Tim vi$c lam 

(Miss Julie is looking for work. She enters an office. The receptionist 
sees her). 

Receptionist Yes, can I help you in any way? 

Miss Julie Thank you. I'm looking for work. Do you have any 
vacancies '? 

Receptionist I'm sorry I don't know. But I'll find out. Can you write 
down your full name, please. {She gives Miss Julie a piece 
of paper). 

Miss Julie Here you are. {She gives the piece of paper back with her 
name on it). 

Receptionist Thank you. Please take your seat. I'll be right hack. {She 
goes to see the Manager). 

Manager Yes, anything important? 

Receptionist A young lady of the name of Julie is looking for work. 
Would you like to see her? 

Manager Is she personable 2 ? 

Receptionist She is, I must say. 

Manager Please send her in. 

Receptionist Very well, sir. {She leaves. Then she talks to Miss Julie). 

Receptionist Miss Julie, you may see the Manager. He's in that room. 
{She points to the room). 

Miss Julie Thank you very much. You're very kind. {She goes to see 
the Manager). 

Manager Please sit down, Miss Julie. 

Miss.Julie Thank, you 

Manager I'm told that you're looking for work. 

Miss Julie Yes, sir. 

Manager Will you tell me about your qualifications and experience? 

Miss Julie I've passed the G.C.E. Examination and L. C.C.I. 

Examinations. Would you like to see my certificates 3 ? 
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Manager Yes, please. 

Miss Julie Here you're. (She hands over the certificates to the 
Manager, who inspects 4 them). 

Manager They're very good, I must admit. 

Miss Julie Thank you. 

Manager Do you have any experience? 

Miss Julie I'm sorry, I haven't any. I've just finished my studies. 

Manager What work can you do, Miss Julie? 

Miss Julie Typing, accounting and any other clerical 5 duties. 

Manager What salary do you expect? 

Miss Julie $250 for a start, sir. 

Manager You can join us. We'll pay you $300 for a start. Miss Julie, 
when can you report for work? 

Miss Julie Thank you very much, sir, for giving me the job. I can 
report for work any time you tell me, sir. 

Manager In that case, please report for work tomorrow. 

Miss Julie I'll do so. Thank you again, sir. (She leaves). 



NEW WORDS 

1. vacancy [Veikansi] (n) mot vj tri hay chut vy con bo trong; cho 

khuyet 

2. personable [pa:'S9n3bl] (adj) xinh dep, duyen dang, de coi 

3. certificate [sa'tifikit] (n) giay chutng nhan; chttng chf; van bang 

4. inspect [in'spekt] (v) xem xet ti mi, kie'm tra 

5. clerical ['klerilol] (adj) (thugc) cong viec bien chep, (thuoc) van 

phong 
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129. LOOKING FOR SOMEONE IN A LARGE BANK 

Tim gap m$t nguci trong mpt ngan hang l&n 

(Mrs. Linda enters a bank to meet an officer. The receptionist sees her). 

Receptionist Can I be of service to you. 

Mrs Linda Yes, thank you. I wish to meet Mr. Carrington. 

Receptionist I'm not sure if I've heard this name before. Do you know 
which section 1 he is in? 

Mrs Linda I'm sorry, I don't. But you ought to have some idea, as the 
receptionist of this bank. 

Receptionist You must pardon me. This is one of the largest banks in the 
city. There are more than five hundred employees in it. Is it 
possible to remember the names of all of them and the 
department 2 or sections in which they work. 

Mrs Linda I'm sorry; I didn't intend to be rude. 

Receptionist May I know your name, please? (She asks politely). 

Mrs Linda I'm Mrs. Linda. 

Receptionist Please take your seat, Mrs Linda. I'll find out in which 
department or section Mr Carrington works. 

Mrs Linda Thank you. You're very kind. (The receptionist makes a few 
enquiries 3 . Then she calls Mrs. Linda). 

Receptionist Mrs Linda. 

Mrs Linda Yes. (She gets up from her seat and walks towards the 
receptionist). 

Receptionist I know now where Mr Carrington is. He's in Loan's 
Department. 

Mrs Linda Can I see him? 

Receptionist Yes. I've informed him of your presence. He's expecting 
you. 

Mrs Linda Thank you. How do I go to his office? 

Receptionist Go right to the end. The last room is Mr. Carrington's. (She 
points to the room). 

Mrs Linda Thank you, with pleasure. 
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Receptionist Not at all. 

NEW WORDS 

1. section ['sekjn] (n) bo phan (cong tac) 

2. department [di'pa:tmant] (n) phong ban 

3. enquiry [in'kwaisri] (n) t/m hieu 



130. AN INTERVIEW FOR THE POST OF 
SECRETARY 

Mot cugc phong van cho vi trithwky 

(Miss Jane comes for an interview with the manager of a firm. She has 
applied for the post 1 of Secretary. She enters the manager's room). 

Miss Jane Good morning. 

Manager Good morning. Please take your seat and feel relaxed. 
Miss Jane Thank you. 

Manager I'm James, the manager of this firm. I've seen all your 
documents, Miss Jane. I must admit that they're very 
impressive. Yet, I have to ask you a few questions to get to 
know you a little, personally. 

Miss Jam Of course. It's only proper 2 that you should have a personal 
interview with your prospective employees. I shall be only too 
pleased, to answer your questions. 

Manager Thank you. Please answer my questions honestly and freely. 

Miss Jane I will, sir. 

Manager Have you any idea what you'll be expected to do, if you are 
appointed to the post in question? 

Miss Jane Only vaguely 3 , sir. The advertisement didn't refer to the 
nature 4 of the work involved. I can only guess from the work a 
secretary normally does. 

Manager Well, as the secretary of this firm, you'll be concerned with 
almost all aspects 5 of the adminstration of this firm. Do you 
think you can carry out your duties confidently and 
efficiently? You seem to have no experience at all. 
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Miss Jane It's true, sir; I have no experience as a secretary. But I'd 
consider my inexperience an advantage. 

Manager That's interesting to hear. Will you elaborate 6 that statement? 

Miss Jane Gladly, Sir. It's my view that people with experience hardly 
accept new ideas and changes readily. They stick to their old 
methods almost religiously. But in the business world today, 
many changes are taking place very rapidly. As a result, office 
procedure 7 and the nature of the work of a secretary area also 
changing rapidly. The introduction of computer and other 
machines too has altered the work of a secretary to a great 
extent. 

Manager Very interesting. Please continue. 

Miss Jane Being young and inexperienced, I shall learn modern methods 
of managing an office as a Secretary. Besides, as a youth, I 
can learn fast, whatever the nature of the work. I'm prepared to 
learn everything that will make me an ideal secretary by 
modern standards. I shall ignore methods considered out-of- 
date. 

Manager I must say that you have very interesting views, Miss Jane. 
You seem confident that you can work to our satisfaction. 

Miss Jane I might make a few mistakes initially 8 and perhaps, at times, 
even cause you some irritation 9 ; but I'm sure that I can learn to 
do my work efficiently within a few days, with your help and 
patience, if you employ me as your secretary. 

Manager You strike me as a person who is filled with self-confidence 
and determination 10 , traits 11 1 admire most. 

Miss Jane Perhaps it's because I'm young and keen to take up a career; 

but I must assure you that I'm not trying to impress you 
favourably. 

Manager I've no doubt about your sincerity. However, do you think you 
can report for work any time, if we call you within this month. 

Miss Jane I can't be certain about that, sir, as I expect some offers from a 
few other firms soon. But, may I know a little about the terms 
you offer? 
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Manager Of course. If you're appointed, you'll be paid $700 initially, for 
a period of three months. After that, your salary will be raised 
to $1000. You'll also enjoy free medical benefits and be paid a 
housing allowance of $150. Are such terms acceptable to you? 

Miss Jane Yes. Having no experience, this is the best offer I can expect. 

What I need most is an oppotunity to prove myself. I am 
confident that you'll not regret it, if you appoint me to the post. 

Manager We'll write to you as soon as we can. Thank you for answering 
our advertisement. 

Miss Jane Thank you, sir. It has been a real pleasure talking with you in 
such an informal atmosphere. I shall be expecting to hear from 
you. Goodbye. (She gets up from her seat). 

Manager Goodbye. (Miss Jane leaves the room). 

NEW WORDS 

1. post [peust] (n) vi tricong tac; chut vu; nhiem vu 

2. proper f'propa] (adj) dung; thfch dang; thfch hdp 

3. vaguely [Veigli] (adv) mot each md ho 

4. nature fneitja] (n) ban chat 

5. aspect ['sespekt] (n) khfa canh; mat 

6. elaborate [i'iaebarit] (v) cho biet them chi tiet; giai thfch ti mi 

7. procedure [pre'si:d39] (n) thu tuc 

8. initially [i'nijsli] (adv) vao luc dau, ban dau 

9. irritation [/iri'tei/n] (n) sit lam phat cau, si/ choc tut 

10. determination [di^tsimi'nei/n] (n) tfnh qua quyet; quyettam 

11. trait [trei;(My) treit] (n) net tieu bleu; dac diem 

131. A STUBBORN SALESMAN 

Mgt ngwdi ban hang bie&ng binh 

(A Salesman visits Mr Roy's house one evening. He tries his utmost 1 to 
sell product to Mr Roy). 

Mr Roy Yes, what can I do for you? 

Salesman I'm from a firm that deals in vacuum cleaners 2 . I'm sure you 
already have a vacuum cleaner; but the one we have is a new 
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brand, very much better than all those which have been in the 
market so long. And, we are prepared to pay a reasonable 
price for your machine, whatever the brand, if you decide to 
buy ours in exchange. May I have a little of your attention to 
discuss it in detail? 

Mr Roy I'm sorry, I can't oblige you. The machine I have, still gives 
me good service. I don't intend to replace it for a while yet. 

Salesman May I know what brand it is? 

Mr Roy Whatever the brand, I'm satisfied with it and its performance. 

Salesman But if you'll listen to me, sir, for just a few minutes, you'll be 
convinced that our machine is superior 3 to the one you have, in 
all respects. 

Mr Roy But I don't wish to waste my money on things I don't need 
immediately. 

Salesman Few people are prepared to do that; but sometimes we do 
spend money to buy things which we do not need 
immediately, especially when we feel that they're cheap or that 
we may need them in the future, don't we? 

Mr Roy But, in this case, I'm convinced that I'll never need another 
vacuum cleaner for a very long time. 

Salesman What if your present machine goes out of order? 

Mr Roy I'll have it repaired. 

Salesman If it becomes irreparable 4 ? 

Mr Roy Til do without it, as I did before such machine were available 5 . 

Salesman But can you do without such a machine, after having used one 
for so long? 

Mr Roy I think you're becoming too personal now. Your attitude does 
not incline 6 me to answer any more of your questions: 

Salesman I'm sorry if I have offended you, sir; but I must assure you that 
it was not intentional. 

Mr Roy Please leave now. I've a lot of work to do. Besides, my 
decision is final. I'm not buying anything from you. 

Salesman But, sir, aren't you curious to know what I actually have to 
offer you? Can you listen to me just to satisfy your curiosity. 
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Mr Roy No, I've no time for that. And for your information, I have no 
curiousty about such machines. You must leave now. Please 
don't overstay your welcome. 

Salesman All right, sir, if that's what you wish. But here's my visiting 
card. Please contact me if you ever change your mind. (He 
gives his card). 

Mr Roy That's a remote possibility; but I'll keep your card, if you 
insist. 

Salesman Goodbye. 
Mr Roy Goodbye. 



NEW WORDS 

1. one's utmost ['Atmsust] (n) gSng hetsftc 

2. vacuum cleaner [Vaekjusm'kliina] (n) miy hut bui 

3. superior [su:'piari9] (adj) cao cap hdn 

4. irreparable [i'reparabl] (adj) khong the den bu lai dude; khong the 

sua lai dude 

5. available [s'veilsbl] (adj) sin co de dung, sin sang de dung, co the 

dung dude 

6. incline [in'klain] (v) khfih cho sin sang, khien cho co y thien ve 

7. overstay [^uva'stei] (v) d qua lau, lifu lai qua iau, d qua han 

132. MEETING THE MANAGER OF THE FIRM 

Gap gagidm ddc cua hang 
Receptionist May I'help you? 

Salesman Yes, I would like to meet the Manager of thjs firm. 
Receptionist Do you have an appointment? 
Receptionist I'm sorry, I haven't. 
Receptionist May I have your name please. 

Salesman I'm Mathews. This is my visiting card. (He gives the card to 
the receptionist). 

Receptionist Please take your seat. I'll inform the manager. (She goes to 
see the Manager and hands over 1 the visiting card to him. 
The Manager sees the card). 

225 



Manager Please show him in. 

Receptionist All right, sir. (She leaves and meets Mr Mathews). You may 
see the Manager, Mr Mathews. He's in that room. 

Salesman Thank you very much. (Salesman goes to see the Manager). 

Manager What can I do for you, Mr Mathews? 

Salesman As you can see from my card, sir, I represent a firm that 
deals in a special brand of typewriter. If you could spare me 
a little of your time, I would like to explain to you the 
advantages of having such a typewriter in your office. I 
know you're a very busy man, and I hate to intrude 2 upon 
your time; but I'm sure you'll not find it a waste of time, 
listening to me. 

Manager I'm prepared to listen to you. Please take your seat, Mr 
Mathews. 

Salesman Thank you . . 

Manager Now, let me see your brochures . 

Salesman Here you're, sir. (He hands over the brochures to the 
Manager. The Manager looks at them with interest). 

Manager I must admit that I haven't seen such a typewriter before. 

Salesman This is the best brand of typewriter in the world today. 

Manager You don't have to explain any further. As I can see, 

everything is given in the brochures. We'll buy one for the 

moment. You can bring it tomorrow. 

Salesman Thank you, sir. You've been very kind. 

Manager Not at all. 

Salesman I'll bring the machine tomorrow at about 10 o'clock. 

Manager Please do so. 

Salesman Goodbye. (Salesman gets up from his seat). 

Manager Goodbye. (Salesman leaves). 



NEW WORDS 

1. hand over [haend 'ouva] (v) trao cho 
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2. intrude [in'tru:d] (v) xam pham, xam nhap; vao beta; khong mdi 

ma den 

3. brochure ['braujs] (n) sach mong hoac sach nhd thong tin hoac 

quang cao ve cai gi 



133- VISITING A DOCTOR 



(Mr Rubin 
Doctor 
Mr Rubin 
Doctor 
Mr Rubin 

Doctor 

Mr Rubin 
Doctor 



Mr Rubin 

Doctor 
Mr Rubin 

Doctor 
Mr* Rubin 



Den phdng much 

is in a doctor's room). 
Please sit down, Mr Rubin. 
Thank you. 

May I know your complaints 1 ? 

I fell intermittent 2 pains in various parts of the body. I also 
breathe hard, every time I exert a little. 

Please unbutton your shirt. Let me check your heart condition. 
(Mr Rubin unbuttons his shirt. Then the doctor checks Mr 
Rubin's heart-beat with his stethoscope 3 ). 

How's my heart condition, Doctor? 

There's nothing wrong with your heart condition. It's perfect I 
should say. Please give me your hand. (Mr Rubin does as told. 
The doctor feels Mr Rubin's pulse 4 . He begins to talk to Mr 
Rubin after a short pause.) There's nothing to worry about. 
You have a strong pulse. Now, please lie on that couch 5 . (He 
points to the couch in his room. Mr Rubin lies on the couch. 
The doctor begins to talk again.) I'll press on various parts of 
your body with my fingers. Please tell me whenever you feel 
any pain. 

All right Doctor. (The doctor exerts pressure on various parts 
of Mr Rubin's body with his fingers. Mr Rubin suddenly 
screams.) It hurts here. 

I'm sorry. And here? (Putting pressure on another part.) 

No. (The doctor continues to press on all parts of M Rubin's 
body.) 

And here? 

Yes, a little 
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Doctor And here? 

Mr. Rubin Yes, a little again 

Doctor You can get out of the couch Mr. Rubin 

Mr Rubin Thank you. {He gets out of the couch and resumes 6 seat) 

Doctor I think you need a lot of physical exercise, Mr. Rubin. Does 
you work involve any physical activity? 

Mr Rubin No, Doctor. As a clerk, my work is mainly sedentary 7 . 

Doctor That accounts for the pains you feel. Regular exercise may end 
those pains. It may also improve your breathing. 

Mr. Rubin I'm inclined to agree with you, Doctor. I'll begin to have a 
little exercise every day from tomorrow. 

Doctor Please don't over do it when you begin. I'll give you some 
medicines which will prove beneficial 8 to you. 

Mr. Rubin Thank you, Doctor. 

Doctor Not at all. {Mr. Rubin leaves the doctor's room) 

NEW WORDS 

1. complaint [kam'pleint] (n) can benh; ch&ng benh; sit than phien 

2. intermittent [Jnts'mitsnt] (adj) lien tiep ngifng roi lai bat dau; 

khdng lien tuc, gian doan 

3. stethoscope ['steBaskaup] (n) dng nghe (de kham benh) 

4. pulse [pAls] (n) mach 

5. couch [kautj] (n) ghe trWdng ky; di vSng 

6. resume [ri'zjurm] (v) lai tiep tuc 

7. sedentary fsedntri] (adj) lam viic tinh tai, dmgtcho; ft di lai 

8. beneficial Cbeni'fijsl] (adj) co fch; co Idi 

134. THE READING HABIT 

Thoi quen dgc sqch 

(Mr. Berry has a talk with Miss Kent on the reading habit). 

Mr, Berry I'm told, Miss Kent, that you read a great deal. And, I take the 
liberty of saying that many of your friends call you a 
bibliophile 1 , a book-lover. May I know why you love books so 
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much, and the benefits you have derived 2 from your reading 
habit? 

Miss Kent Well, to begin with, I wasn't aware of what my friends were 
thinking of me; but I'm indeed honoured to be known as a 
bibliophile. (They laugh together). 

Mr. Berry A very special respectable nickname indeed, if I may say so. I 
wish had earned that sobriquet 3 . 

Miss Kent Now, let me tell you why I love books so much. It's mainly 
because of the language in which books are written. Briefly, I 
love the language used in books. It fascinates 4 me. It brings 
me closer to all humanity and increases my love for the human 
race. I see the beauty of simple words, and expressions that 
come from the human heart and mind. They, in turn 5 , reflect 
the beauty and power of the human mind which is capable 6 of 
any thought. Besides, the more I read, the more I realise the 
depth of my ignorance of words and the human mind, God's 
greatest gift to man. The language used to express human 
thoughts and ideas, and the human mind, in many books, is 
indeed exquisite 7 . 

Mr Berry Aren't you interested in the subject matter a book deals with? 
Miss Kent Yes, I'm interested in it, but to a lesser degree. 
Mr Berry Would you explain why? 

Miss Kent Well, when I was a student the subject matter of any book I 
read was more important than the language in which it was 
written, because I had to pass in that subject in some 
examination. Now, having completed my studies, I feel I need 
a greater power of verbal expression thah knowledge of 
subjects which are not related to my work. As you know, 
command of language is very essential to success in life. And, 
I must say at this point I have derived a number of benefits 
from my reading habit, facility 8 of expression being the main. 

Mr Berry I must agree with you. Command of language is indeed very 
important to a person who associates 9 with all kinds of people 
and is involved in all kinds of work. To be frank 10 , 1 often find 
myself at a loss for words in many situations. 
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Miss Kent You must excuse me now. I've an appointment to keep. Do 
pardon me if I seem rude. 

Mr Berry Sure, Miss Kent. I must thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to talk to you. 

NEW WORDS 

1. bibliophile ['biblioufail] (n) ngWdi ham sach 

2. derive [di'raiv] (v) nhan dude tit, thu dude tif 

3. sobriquet ['ssubrikei] (n) biet hieu 

4. fascinate ['faesineit] (v) quyen ru 

5. in turn (adv) tuan td 

6. capable, ['keipsbl] (adj) co kha nang 

7. exquisite ['ekskwizit] (adj) tham thuy 

8. facility [fs'siliti] (n) d/eu kiin de dang 

9. associate [a'saupit] (v) ket giao, ket ban vdi, giao thiep vdi 

10. frank [fraenk] (adj) thing than, that tha 

135. AN UNEXPECTED SITUATION 

Mot tinh cdnh khong mong dot 

finds himself in an awkward situation. He accounts 1 a stranger 

Excuse me. 
Yes. 

May I have your attention, please 
Yes. What's the matter? 

I'm in an awkward 2 position. You may not believe me. My 
pocket has been picked. I've lost all my money and I can't pay 
for the journey back home. Could you help me, please? 

I do believe you. Pickpockets are very active, in this city. By 
the way, where's your home? 

In Singapore. 



(Mr John 
for help). 

Mr John 

Stranger 

Mr John 

Stranger 

Mr John 

Stranger 
Mr John 
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Stranger In Singapore! And this is Kuala Lumpur, almost 500 
kilometres away. I can understand your plight now. Perhaps 1 
can help you. How much money do you need? 

Mr John About thirty dollars. I can pledge my ring or my watch to you, 
if you can spare me the money. 

Stranger You don't have to pledge anything. I'll see how much I can 
spare. (He looks into his wallet). 

Mr John I'm genuinely 3 sorry to put you to so much inconvenience. 

Stranger Don't worry about that, please. I might find myself in the same 
position some day. 

Mr John You're indeed very considerate. 

Stranger And you're very fortunate. I can spare you more that you've 
asked for. You can have fifty dollars. Here you are. (He gives 
the money to Mr John). 

Mr John But thirty dollars should be enough. I don't need more than 
that. 

Stranger That doesn't matter. Please keep the fifty dollars. You may 
need it on the way for incidenta l 4 expenses. 

Mr John Thank you very much. By the way, I must offer you an 
apology. In my desperation 5 , 1 didn't ask your name. 

Stranger I'm Rashid bin Ahmad. 

Mr John And I'm John. (They shake hands. Mr John continues) Your 
generosity 6 , Mr Rashid, has touched 7 me deeply. I'll never 
forget this sincere act of kindness. You're a true ambassador of 
your country. Please let me have your address. I'll return your 
money as soon as I'm back home. 

Mr Rashid No, please don't return it. I'll look you up when I'm in 
Singapore sometime next month. And I too would a ppreciate 8 
if you'd let me have your address. 

Mr John Certainly. (The two give their addresses to each 
other). 

Mr Rashid You must excuse me now, Mr John. I have to be home in an 
hour's time. 

Mr John Surely. I thank you again for your kindness and generosity. Do 
visit me when you're in Singapore. 
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Mr Rashid I will, certainly. This is an encounter I can't forget. Something 
must be done to get rid of the pickpockets in this city. 

Mr John May I repeat that I'm greatly indebted to you for your timely 
help. 

Mr Rashid It's all right. (They shake hands and part). 

NEW WORDS 

1. account for [a'kaunt fa] (v) giai thfch 

2. awkward ['Dikwad] (adj) kho xif; lung tung, vung ve 

3. genuinely ['d3enjuinli] (adv) thanh that; chin thit 

4. incidental [,insi'dentl] (adj) dot xuat; tinh cti, bat ngd 

5. desperation [,despa'reijn] (n) siftuyetvong 

6. generosity [,d3en9'rDsiti] (n) sif rong lifting, hao phong 

7. touch [tAt/] (v) gay xuc tiong 

8. appreciate [e'pri: Jieit] (v) cam kfch 

9. to get rid of (v) ting khuT, bai trit 
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MOT S6 OE THI VA BAI LUAN MAU TRONG 
CAC KY THI TOEFL VA IELTS 

********************* 



In a TOEFL test, the Writing section measures your ability to 
compose in standard written English on an assigned topic. Your task 
in this section is to generate and organize ideas and to support them 
with examples and evidence. 

SCORING GUIDE 

Readers will assign scores based on the following scoring guide. 
Though examinees are asked to write on a specific topic, parts of the 
topic may be treated by implication. Readers should focus on what the 
examinee does well. 

Scores 

6 Demonstrates clear competence in writing on both the rhetorical 
and syntactic levels, though it may have occasional errors. 

A paper in this category 

- effectively addresses the writing task 

- is well organized and well developed 

- uses clearly appropriate details to support a thesis or illustrate 
ideas 

- displays consistent facility in the use of language 

- demonstrates syntactic variety and appropriate word choice 

5 Demonstrates competence in writing on both the rhetorical and 
syntactic levels, though it will probably have occasional errors. 

A paper in this category 

- may address some parts of the task more effectively than others 

- is generally well organized and developed 

- uses details to support a thesis or illustrate an idea 

- displays facility in the use of language 

- demonstrates some syntactic variety and range of vocabulary 
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4 Demonstrates minimal competence in writing on both the rhetorical 
and syntactic levels. 

A paper in this category 

- addresses the writing topic adequately but may slight parts of the 
task 

- is adequately organized and developed 

- uses some details to support a thesis or illustrate an idea 

- demonstrates adequate but possibly inconsistent facility with 
syntax and usage 

- may contain some errors that occasionally obscure meaning 

3 Demonstrates some developing competence in writing, but it 
remains flawed on either the rhetorical or syntactic level, or both. 

A paper in this category may reveal one or more of the following 
weaknesses: 

- inadequate organization or development 

- inappropriate or insufficient details to support or illustrate 
generalizations 

- a noticeably inappropriate choice of words or word forms 

- an accumulation of errors in sentence structure and/or usage 

2 Suggests incompetence in writing. 

A paper in this category is seriously flawed by one or more of the 
following weaknesses: 

- serious disorganization or underdevelopment 

- little or no detail, or irrelevant specifics 

- serious and frequent errors in sentence structure or usage 

- serious problems with focus 

1 Demonstrates incompetence in writing. 
A paper in this category 

- may be incoherent 

- may be undeveloped 

- may contain severe and persistent writing errors 
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Papers that reject the assignment or fail to address the question must 
be given to the Table Leader. Papers that exhibit absolutely no 
response at all must also be given to the Table Leader. 

Here are some sample topics and model essays. 



❖ Topic: Some people believe that a college or university education 
should be available to all students. Others believe that higher education 
should be available only to good students. Discuss these views. Which 
view do you agree with? Explain why. 

An important goal of education is to learn about yourself. Once you are 
separated from your parents, you are on your own. You are forced to deal 
with all different kinds of people and issues. You make an investment in 
yourself and in your future. 

I can understand why some people would think that a college o 
university education should be available only to good students. Higher 
education is very expensive. It might seem like a waste of money to send 
someone to college who might not be able, to handle the course work. 
Higher education is also a big investment of time. Maybe it would make 
more sense for a mediocre student to use that time getting a job and 
starting to earn money. Also, there are trade schools for students who are 
not academically inclined. Here they can learn a trade and a way to earn 
living. Why should they go to college or university? Besides, if they go 
to college and fail, this will discourage them and make them feel inferior. 

I don't agree with this position. I think a college or university 
education should be available to all students. I think every student shout 
have the opportunity to at least try his hand at college classes. Yes, 
higher education is expensive, but it is worth it. Yes, higher education is 
a big investment of time, but it is a valuable investment. If a student finds 
out he or she can't handle the work, there's plenty of time after that to go 
to trade school or find a job. Failing at college; or university might be 
hard on a student's self-image, but learning how to handle failure is one 
of the hard lessons of life. 

I think every student should be given a chance to see how far she can 
go. Students who were at mediocre grades in secondary school might do 
very well in a different environment. College is more than just going to 
class. It's a time to meet different people, separate from parents, begin to 
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define yourself as a person. I think that's an experience every student 
should have. 

Topic: People attend college or university for many different reasons 
(for example, new experiences, career preparation, increased 
knowledge). Why do you think people attend college or university? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

People attend colleges or universities for a lot of different reasons. I 
believe that the three most common reasons are to prepare for a career, to 
have new experiences, and to increase their knowledge of themselves and 
the world around them. 

Career preparation is becoming more and more important to young 
people. For many, preparing for a career in a competitive job market is" 
the primary reason to go to college. At college, it's possible to learn new 
skill for careers with a lot of opportunities. This means careers, such as 
information technology, that are expected to need a large workforce in 
the coming years. 

Also students go to colleges and universities to have new experiences. 
This often means having the opportunity to meet people different from 
those in their home towns. For most students, going to college is the first 
time they're been away from home by themselves. Being independent 
like this means having to make decisions that they've never had to make 
before. Making these decisions increases their knowledge of themselves. 

Besides looking for self-knowledge, people also attend a university or 
college to expand their knowledge in subjects they find interesting. For 
many, this will be their last chance for a long time to learn about 
something that doesn't have to do with their career. 

I would recommend that people not be so focused on a career. They 
should go to college to have new experiences and learn as much as they 
can about themselves and the world they live in. 

Topic: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents 
are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 

Throughout my life, I have been lucky enough to have a very good 
relationship with my parents. They have supported me, given me 
necessary criticism, and taught me a greet deal about how to live my life. 



Parents can be very important teachers in our lives; however, they are not 
always the best teachers. 

Parents may he too close to their children emotionally. Sometimes 
they can only see their children through the eyes of a protector. For 
example, they may limit a child's freedom in the name of safety. A 
teacher might see a trip to a big city as a valuable new experience. 
However, it might seem too dangerous to a parent. 

Another problem is that parents may expect their children's interests 
to be similar to their own. They can't seem to separate from their children 
in their mind. If they love science, they may try to force their child to 
love science too. But what if their child's true love is art, or writing, or 
car repair? 

Parents are usually eager to pass on their values to their children. But 
should children always believe what their parents do? Maybe different 
generations need different ways of thinking. When children are young, 
they believe that their parents are always right. But when they get older, 
they realize there are other views. Sometimes parents, especially older 
ones, can't keep up with rapid social or technological changes. A student 
who has friends of all different races and backgrounds at school may find 
that his parents have narrower views. A student who loves computers 
may find that her parents don't really understand or value the digital 
revolution. Sometimes kids have to find their own ways to what they 
believe in. 

The most important thing to realize is that we all have many teachers 
in our lives. Our parents teach us, our teachers teach us, and our peers 
teach us. Books and newspapers and television also teach us. All of them 
are valuable. 

❖ Topic: Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change 
improved the way people live? Use specific reasons and examples to 
support your answer. 

The twentieth century has brought with it many advances. With those 
advances, human lives have changed dramatically. In some ways life is 
worse, but mostly it is better. Changes in food preparation methods, for 
example, have improved our lives greatly. 

The convenience of preparing food today is amazing. Even stoves 
have become too slow for us. Microwave cooking is much easier. We 
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can press a few buttons and a meal is completely cooked in just a short 
time; People used to spend hours preparing an oven cooked meal, and 
now they can use that time for other, better things. Plus, there are all 
kinds of portable, prepackaged foods we can buy. Heat them in the office 
microwave, and lunch at work is quick and easy. 

Food preparation today allows for more variety. With refrigerators 
and freezers, we can preserve a lot of different foods in our homes. Since 
technology makes cooking so much faster, people are willing to make 
several dishes for even a small meal. Parents are more likely to let 
children be picky, now that they can easily heat up some prepackaged 
macaroni and cheese on the side. Needless to say, adults living in the 
same house may have very different eating habits as well. If they don't 
want to cook a lot of different dishes, it's common now to eat out at 
restaurants several times a week. 

Healthful eating is also easier than ever now. When people cook, they 
can use new fat substitutes and cooking sprays to cut fat and calories. 
This reduces the risk of heart disease and high cholesterol. Additionally, 
we can buy fruits and vegetables fresh, frozen or canned. They're easy to 
prepare, so many of us eat more of those nutritious items daily. A 
hundred years ago, you couldn't imagine the process of taking some 
frozen fruit and ice from the freezer, adding some low fat yogurt from a 
plastic cup and some juice from a can in the refrigerator, and whipping 
up a low fat smoothie in the blender. 

Our lifestyle is fast, but people still like good. food. What new food 
preparation technology has given us is more choices. Today, we can 
prepare food that is more convenient, healthier, and of greater variety 
than ever before in history. 

❖ Topic: It has been said, "Not everything that is learned is contained in 
books" and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge 
gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? 
Why? 

"Experience is the best teacher" is an old cliche, but I agree with it. The 
most important, and sometimes the hardest, lessons we learn in life come 
from our participation in situations. You can't learn everything from a 
book. 
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Of course, learning from books in a formal educational setting is also 
valuable. It's in school that we learn the information we need to function 
in our society. We learn how to speak and write and understand 
mathematical equations. This is all information that we need to live in 
our communities and earn a living. 

Nevertheless, I think that the most important lessons can't be taught; 
they have to be experienced. No one can teach us how to get along with 
others or how to have self-respect. As we grow from children into 
teenagers, no one can teach us how to deal with peer pressure. As we 
leave adolescence behind and enter adult life, no one can teach us how to 
fall in love and get married. 

This shouldn't stop us from looking for guidelines along the way. 
Teachers and parents are valuable sources of advice when we're young. 
As we enter into new stages in our lives, the advice we receive from 
them is very helpful because they have already had similar experiences. 
But experiencing our own triumphs and disasters is really the only way 
to learn how to deal with life. 

♦♦♦ Topic: A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory 
near your community. Discuss the advantages, and disadvantages of this 
new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the 
factory ? Explain your position. 

New factories often bring many good things to a community, such as 
jobs and increased prosperity. However; in my opinion, the benefits of 
having a factory are outweighed by the risks. That is why I oppose the 
plan to build a factory near my community. 

I believe that this city would be harmed hy a large factory. In 
particular, a factory would destroy the quality of the air and water in 
town. Factories bring smog and pollution. In the long run, the 
environment will be hurt and people's health will be affected. Having a 
factory is not worth that risk. 

Of course, more jobs will be created by the factory. Our population 
will grow. To accommodate more workers, more homes and stores will 
be needed. Do we really want this much growth, so fast? Your town is 
going to grow, I would prefer slow grow with good planning. I don't 
want to see rows of cheaply constructed townhouses. Our quality of life 
must be considered. 
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I believe that this growth will change our city too much. I love my 
hometown because it is a safe, small town. It is also easy to travel here. If 
we must expand to hold new citizens, the small-town feel will be gone. I 
would miss that greatly. 

A factory would be helpful in some ways. However, I feel that the 
dangers are greater than the benefits. I cannot support a plan to build a 
factory here, and hope that others feel the same way. 

❖ Topic: If you could change one important thing about your hometown, 
what would you change? Use reasons and specific examples to support 
your answer. 

If I could change one thing about my hometown, I think it would be 
the fact that there's no sense of community here. People don't feel 
connected, they don't look out for each other, and they don't get to know 
their neighbors. 

People come and go a lot here. They change jobs frequently and move 
on. This means that they don't put down roots in the community. They 
don't join community organizations, and they're not willing to get 
involved in trying to improve the quality of life. If someone has a 
petition to put in a new street light, she has a very hard time getting a lot 
of people to sign. They don't feel it has anything to do with them. They 
don't get involved in improving the schools because they don't think the 
quality of education is important to their lives. They don't see the 
connection between themselves and the rest of their community. 

People don't try to support others around them. They don't keep a 
friendly eye on their children, or check in on older folks if they don't see 
them for a few days. They're not aware when people around them may be 
going through a hard time. For example; they may not know if a 
neighbor loses a loved one. There's not a lot of community support for 
individuals. 

Neighbors don't get to know each other. Again, this is because people 
come and go within a few years. So when neighbors go on vacation, no 
one is keeping an eye on their house. No one is making sure nothing 
suspicious is going on there, like lights in the middle of the night. When 
neighbors' children are cutting across someone's lawn on their bikes, 
there's no friendly way of casually mentioning the problem. People 
immediately act as if it's a major property disagreement. 
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My hometown is a nice place to live in many ways, but it would be 
much nicer if we had that sense of community. 

*t* Topic: How do movies or television influence people's behavior? Use 
reasons and specific examples to support your answer. 

Do movies and television affect our behavior? A special concern is 
whether movies and television make children and society more violent. I 
believe that movies and television do influence our behavior, both for the 
better and for the worse. 

Movies do make people more violent. The more we see violent acts 
on television, the less sensitive we become to them. Eventually violence 
doesn't seem wrong. We may even commit violent acts ourselves. This is 
especially true because we don't always realize that violence has 
consequences. Actors can be killed and come back for another movie. 
Sometimes we confuse that with reality. We forget that killing someone 
is permanent. 

Movies and television also influence our behavior because they make 
us less active. Looking at films is a passive activity. If we watch too 
much, we become unhealthy, both mentally and physically. We stop 
using our own imagination when we see things acted out for us. Mental 
laziness becomes physical laziness; we'd rather watch sports on TV than 
play sports ourselves. We'd rather visit with the characters on "Seinfeld" 
or "Friends" than go chat with our own neighbors. Imaginary people 
have exciting lives. Is it any wonder that some people would rather live a 
fantasy life than their own? 

Of course, watching movies and television can also be good for us. It 
can give us a broader window on the world. For example, seeing movies 
can expose us to people of different races and cultures. We can then 
overcome some prejudices more easily. Recently there have been more 
• handicapped people in films, and this also helps reduce prejudice. 

The best influence on our behavior is that movies and television 
reduce stress. Watching films, we can escape our own problems for a 
little while. Also, sometime movies show positive ways to resolve 
problems we all face. While TV and movies shouldn't be a way to hide 
from life, sometimes they can help us cope. 

It is true that movies and television can influence our behavior 
negatively. However, I also believe that they influence our behavior in 
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positive ways. How they affect you depends on how much you watch, 
what you watch, and how you respond to what you watch. 

❖ Topic: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 
"Television has destroyed communication among friends and family". 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

Some people believe that television has destroyed communication among 
friends and family. I think this is an exaggeration. In my opinion, 
whether or not television burns communication depends on what type of 
program is being viewed. More importantly, it depends on the type of 
viewer. 

There are empty programs and educational programs. Empty 
programs do not challenge people. They have just enough storyline to 
keep them from switching channels. There are also passive and active 
viewers. A passive viewer will just watch television without thinking 
about what he or she is seeing. The combination of an empty program 
and a passive viewer makes communication unlikely. Passive viewers 
just continue to watch, actually enjoying the fact that they don't have to 
think. They won't break away to talk about programming with friends 
and family. Even with better programming, passive viewers still won't 
think or communicate much. They'll probably even prefer the empty 
programs because the better programming is too much work. 

On the other hand, active viewers watching educational programming 
always want to share what they see with friends and family. 
"Educational" doesn't necessarily mean documentaries on PBS. They 
could be dramas with realistic relationships or action shows with clever 
plotlines. When active viewers watch programs, they have ideas and talk 
about them with others. Good programming inspires them to change their 
thinking and their lives. Unlike passive viewers, they don't want to watch 
more and more without thinking. 

Television may destroy communication among passive viewers. 
Those viewers probably don't want to communicate with friends and 
family much anyway. For active viewers who already enjoy 
communicating, television is actually helpful! 
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❖ Topic: Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live 
in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific 
reasons and details to support your answer. 

I grew up in a small town and then moved to a big city, so I have 
experienced the good and bad sides of both. I never thought that I would 
like living in a big city, but I was wrong. After ten years of living in one, 
I can't imagine ever living in a small town again. 

Small towns and big cities both have some problems in terms of 
transportation. 

In a small town, you have to own a car to ensure a comfortable living. 
You can't get around without one because there isn't any kind of public 
transportation. Big cities generally have heavy traffic and expensive 
parking, but there you have a choice of taking public transportation. It's 
not free, but it's often cheaper than driving when you consider gas and 
time. Especially if you don't have a car, you're better off in the city. 

I love the excitement of big cities. Small towns have a slow pace. 
Large cities mean you have to adapt to a variety of situations, like 
finding a new route to work or trying a new restaurant. I enjoy that 
challenge very much. Another part of the excitement of city living i's the 
variety of cultural activities available. There is a wide assortment of 
theatre, music and dance performances available in big cities. These 
things are rare in small ones. 

The final thing I like about large cities is the diversity of the people. 
The United States is made up of people of different races, religions, 
abilities, and interests. However, you seldom find such a variety of 
people in a smaller town. I think that living in an area where everyone 
was just like me would quickly become boring. 

Of course, security is a concern, and that's one area where small towns 
are superior to big cities. Still, I would rather be a bit more cautious and 
live in a large city than to feel secure but bored. 
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❖ Topic: "When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has 
nothing to do with success." Do you agree or disagree with the 
quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your 
position. 

When people succeed, it is because of hard work, but luck has a lot to, do 
with it, too. Success without some luck is almost impossible. The French 
emperor Napoleon said of one of his generals, "I know he's good. But is 
he lucky?" Napoleon knew that all the hard work and talent in the world 
can't make up for bad luck. However, hard work can invite good luck. 

When it comes to success, luck can mean being in the right place to 
meet someone, or having the right skills to get a job done. It might mean 
turning down an offer and then having a better offer come along. 
Nothing can replace hard work, but working hard also means you're 
preparing yourself for opportunity. Opportunity very often depends on 
luck. 

How many of the great inventions and discoveries came about 
through a lucky mistake or a lucky chance? One of the biggest lucky 
mistakes in history is Columbus' so-called discovery of America. He 
enriched his sponsors and changed history, but he was really looking for 
India. However, Columbus' chance discovery wasn't pure luck. 

It was backed up by years of studying and calculating. He worked 
hard to prove his theory that the world was round. . 

* Success that comes from pure luck and no hard work can be a real 
problem. For example, consider a teenage girl who becomes a movie 
star. Imagine she's been picked from nowhere because of her looks. She 
is going to~feeI very insecure, because she knows she didn't do anything 
to earn her stardom. On the other hand, think about an actress who's 
spent years learning and working at her craft. When she finally has good 
luck and becomes a success, she will handle stardom better. She knows 
she earned it. 

People who work hard help make their own luck by being ready when 
opportunity knocks. When it comes to success, I think that hard work and 
luck go hand in hand. 
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❖ Topic: Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other 
people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? 
Use specific reasons anti examples to support your answer. 

Some people like to eat out at food stands and restaurants, while others 
like to prepare food at home. Often it depends on the kind of lifestyle 
people have. Those with very busy jobs outside the house don't always 
have time to cook. They like the convenience of eating out. Overall, 
though, it is cheaper and healthier to eat at home. 

While eating in restaurants is fast, the money you spend can add up. 
When I have dinner at a restaurant with a friend, the bill is usually over 
twenty dollars. I can buy a lot of groceries with that much money. Even 
lunch at a fast food stand usually costs five or six dollars for one person. 
That's enough to feed the whole family at home. 

Eating at home is better for you, too. Meals at restaurants are often 
high in fat and calories, and they serve big plates of food - much more 
food than you need to eat at one meal. If you cook food at home, you 
have more control over the ingredients. You can use margarine instead of 
butter or your potatoes, or not put so much cheese on top of your pizza. 
At home you can control your portion size. You can serve yourself as 
little as you want. In a restaurant, you may eat a full plate of food 
"because you paid for it". 

It's true that eating out is convenient. You don't have to shop, or cook, 
or clean up. But real home cooking doesn't have to take up a lot of time. 
There are lots of simple meals that don't take long to make. In fact, 
they're faster than eating out, especially if you think of the time you 
spend driving to a restaurant, parking, waiting for a table, waiting for 
service, and driving home. 

Both eating at restaurants and cooking at home can be satisfying. Both 
can taste good and be enjoyed with family and friends. I prefer cooking 
at home because of the money and health issues, but people will make 
the choice that fits their lifestyle best. 
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❖ Topic: Some people believe that university students should be required 
to attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional 
for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific 
reasons and details to explain your answer. 

Some people may believe that going to classes should be optional, but I 
disagree. I don't understand how university students can expect to learn 
anything if they don't attend classes. Personal experience can help people 
learn about themselves and the world outside the classroom, but when it 
comes to learning about academic subjects, students need to be in class. 

In class they receive the benefit of the teacher's knowledge. The best 
teachers do more than just go over the material in the class textbook. 
They draw their students into discussion of the material. They present 
opposing points of view. They schedule guest speakers to come, give, the 
students additional information, or show documentary films on the 
subject. 

Also, attending classes on any subject teaches more than just facts. It 
teaches students how to learn, how to absorb information and then apply 
what they've learned to other situations. Their teacher is the best one to 
help them with these skills. They can't learn them just by reading the 
textbook. 

Going to class also teaches students how to work with the other 
members of the class. Many times students will be given group 
assignments. This is different from what they did in secondary school. 
Here they are with people from different backgrounds and experiences. 
In this situation, they learn how to handle working with people different 
from themselves to achieve a common goal. 

Going to class also teaches students responsibility and discipline. 
Having to be at a particular place at a particular time prepares them for 
getting a job. Being at that place on time with an assignment completed 
prepares them for a career. 

In short, by going to class students learn more than just information 
from the teacher. They also learn how to learn, how to work with others, 
and how to work responsibly. These are not optional skills in life, so 
attending classes should not be optional in college. 
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In an IELTS test, there are two writing tasks and it is suggested that 
candidates spend about 20 minutes on Task 1, which requires them 
to write at least 150 words and 40 minutes on Task 2 - 250 words. 
The assessment of Task 2 carries more weight in marking than Task 
L 

In Task 1, candidates are asked to look at a diagram or table and 
to present the information in their own words. They are assessed on 
their ability to organise, present and possibly compare data, describe 
the stages of a process, describe an object or event, explain how 
something works. 

In Task 2 candidates are presented with a point of view, argument 
or problem, they are assessed on their ability to present a solution to 
the problem, present and justify an opinion, compare and contrast 
evidence and opinions, evaluate and challenge ideas, evidence or 
arguments. Candidates are also judged on their ability to write in an 
appropriate style. 

Here are some sample tasks. 

TEST 1 

WRITING TASK I 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The graph and pie chart below give information on in-house training 
courses in a large financial company. 

Write a report for a university lecturer, describing the information 
shown below. 

You should write at least 150 words. 
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WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Present a written argument or case to an educated non-specialist 
audience on the following topic. 

To be labelled a "Work of Art", a painting, sculpture or other art form 
should display certain qualities that are unique. However, over the past 



century there has been a decline in the quality of prize-winning artwork 
and it is now possible for quite ordinary pieces of art to be labelled 
'masterpieces' whilst true works of art pass unnoticed. 

Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer. 

You should write at least 250 words. 

Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your 
arguments with examples and relevant evidence. 



You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The graph below shows how money was spent on different forms of 
entertainment over a five-year period. 

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown 
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You should write at least 150 words. 
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WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Present a written argument or case to an educated reader with no 
specialist knowledge of the following topic: 

The idea of having a single career is becoming an old fashioned one. The 
new fashion will be to have several careers or ways of earning money 
and further education will be something that continues throughout life. 

You should write at least 250 words. 

Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your 
arguments with examples and relevant evidence. 
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